
 

?-"**.



JOURNAL

OF THE

TWENTY-SECOND

ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

G. A. R.

DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN

HELD AT

GRAND RAPIDS

JUNE 7-8 1900

 

LANSING

ROBERT SMITH PRINTING CO., STATE PRINTERS AND BINDERS

I OOO



 

. /

M



OFFICEES ELECTED AND APPOINTED

FOE THE YEAE 1900-1901.

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER.

Ethel M. Allen, Post 132, Portland

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER.

Theo. C. Putnam, Post 5, Grand Rapids

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER.

S. J. Lawrence, Post 270, -Wyandotte

MEDICAL, DIRECTOR.

W. W. Root, Post 441, Mason

DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN.

Henry S. White, Post 202, Romeo

OFFICIAL STAFF.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL.

C. V. R. Pond, Post 2, - Quincy

ASSISTANT Q. M. GENERAL.

H. W. Holcomb, Post 132, Portland

JUDGE ADVOCATE.

Allen B. Morse, Post 211, Ionia

DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR.

Chas. R. Miller, Post 181, ----- Milford

CHIEF MUSTERING OFFICER.

S. M. Kent, Post 5, - ----- - - Grand Rapids

CHIEF OF STAFF.

Frank R. Chase, Post 126, Smyrna-

SENIOR AIDE-DE-CAMP.

Frank McAlpine, Post 40, Charlotte

COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION.

O. B. Curtis, Post 17, Detroit

J. O. Bellaire, Post 5, Grand Rapids

E. T. Carrineton, Post 278, West Bay City

Ogden Tomlinson, Post 269, - . - - - - Plainwell

A. M. VanWormer, Post 75, - - - - - Grand Haven



DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO THE THIRTY-

FOURTH NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT AT CHICAGO,

ILL., AUGUST 26-31, 1900.

DELEGATES.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

i).

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

(i.

7.

John T. Spillane, (at large)

Samuel W. Burroughs,

Post 17, Detroit

Post 384, Detroit

A. D. Jackson,

Phillip D. Miller,

Ashabel W. Snyder,

John C. Christenson,

John W. Begg,

E. S. Pettit,

O. F. Webster,

Wm. E. Thorp, -

Charles M. Ramsay,

James F. Fillmore,

Edward C. Anthony,

Orrin Bump,

F. Schneider,

E. E. Lewis,

Wm. R. Jones,

A. B. Weston,

H. A. Chapin

D. C. Spear,

Wellington Rasco,

Post 274, Milan

- - - Post 303, Schoolcraft

Post 72, Three Rivers

- Post 29, Grand Rapids

Post 145, Flint

- Post 98, Port Huron

Post 205, Owosso

- Post 26, Hart.

Post 224, Cheboygan

- Post 173, Carson City

Post 300, Negaunee

- Post 419, Bay City

Post 42, Lansing

- Post 109, Coldwater

Post 7, Muskegon

- Post 381, North Branch

Post 31, Paw Paw

- . - - Post 10, Azalia

Post 350, Sand Lake

ALTERNATES.

H. A. Backus, (at large)

Charles Dupont,

Daniel J. Willson,

W. D. Brainerd,

Joseph R. Edwards,

Melvin Stillson,

James M. Greenfield,

N. N. Green,

Thos. M. Champlin,

L. P. Judson,

Henry W. Simms,

Henry C. Stoddard,

Chas. D. Blanchard,

L. H. Ives,

Oscar Palmer,

E. G. Spalding,

J. H. Harter,

James H. Conner,

Walter S. Cole, -

J. R. Stephenson,

W. C. Parker,

- Post 17, Detroit

Post 384, Detroit

- Post 48, Jackson

Post 111, Eaton Rapids

- Post 47, Dowagiac

Post 1, Soldiers' Home

- Post 89, Flushing

Post 188, Hadley

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

10.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

- Post 375, Saginaw

Post 372, Benzonia

- Post 67, Bay City

Post 198, Reed City

- Post 300, Marquette

Post 441, Mason

- Post 240, Grayling

Post 98, Port Huron

- Post 64, Niles

Post 143, Caro

- Post 238, Coopersville

Post 5, Grand Rapids

- Post 408, Grand Rapids



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Headquarters Department of Michigan, }

Grand Army of the Republic, [-

Lansing, June 8, 1900. )

To the Hon. Hazen S. Pingree, Governor of the State

of Michigan:

Comrade—I have the honor, in compliance with the pro

visions of an act of the Legislature, approved February

11, 1897, to transmit to you such portions of the transac

tions of the Grand Army of the Republic as have taken

place in this Department, during my administration as

its Commander from June 22, 1899, to June 8, 1900, as I

deem of interest to that organization and the people of the

State of Michigan.

Respectfully yours in F., C. and L.,

RUSSEL R, PEALER,

Department Commander.





JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN, G. A. R.

FIRST DAY—THURSDAY.

MORNING SESSION.

Headquarters Department of Michigan,

Grand Army of the Republic,

Grand Rapids, June 7, 1900

lN, )

The Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the

Republic, met in its Twenty-second Annual Encampment,

at the Auditorium at 10:30 a. m, and was opened informal

ly by Department Commander Pealer, who introduced his

honor George Perry, Mayor of the City. In a most cordial

and felicitous talk the Mayor gave to the Veterans the

freedom of the City, even to the use of the Fire Depart

ment should there be danger of suffering among the old

boys because of too free a use of the City beverage, "fire

water."

Department Commander Pealer responded to the words

of welcome in a manner that secured the hearty endorse

ment of the Comrades, as shown by their applause.

The Mayor and his escort having left the building, the

Encampment was opened in due form by the Department

Commander Russel R. Pealer.

Prayer was offered by Past Department Chaplain,

Henry S. White.
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The Department Commander—The Encampment is now

open for business. The rules governing the National

Encampment will prevail at this Encampment, if there

is no objection. The Assistant Adjutant General will call

the roll.

The Assistant Adjutant General then called the roll

of Department officers, and as many of the posts as would

constitute a quorum, and announced a quorum present.

Your Committee on Credentials appointed by your Spe

cial Order consisting of the Assistant Adjutant General

and Comrades H. A. Chapin and Henry Spaulding, have

checked as present and presented the Delegate's Badge to

all Comrades entitled to seats in this Encampment,.who

have appeared before them. Their work is not com

pleted, and they respectfully ask that the roll as prepared

be accepted as the roll of this Encampment.

The Department Commander—Unless objection is made

the report of the committee will be adopted.

The following is the

ROLL OF THE ENCAMPMENT.

PRESENT.

Department Commander—Russel R. Pealer, - Three Rivers

Sen. Vice Dept. Commander—J. C. Bontecou, - Petoskey

Jun. Vice Dept. Commander—S. H. Mallery, - Lake Odessa

Medical Director—Oscar Palmer, - Grayling

OFFICIAL, STAFF OF DEPARTMENT COMMANDER.

Assistant Adjutant General—C. V. R. Pond,

Assistant Q. M. General—A. A. Udell, -

Judge Advocate—Ogden Tomliuson, -

Department Inspector—N. M. Richardson,

Adjutant's Aide—A. B. Coffinberry, -

Lansing

Three Rivers

Plainwell

Caro

Grand Rapids

COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION.

O. B. Curtis,

F. Schneider,

C. V.R. Pond,

B. R. Pierce,

Detroit

- Lansing

S. M. Kent, -

Fay Wyckoff,

PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS.

- Lansing M. Brown,

- Grand Rapids Louis Kanitz,

A. T. Bliss, Saginaw

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Big Rapids

Muskegon



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

Post No. 1, Soldiers' Home. Post Commander, Melvin Stilson.

Representative, Jacob Kline; Past Post Com

manders, W. W. Fowler, Jas. Wood, Rody O'Mara.

2, Quincy. Representative, Thos. Ryan.

" 8, Whitehall. Representative, E. M. Ruggles.

" 5, Grand Rapids. Post Commander, Jos. B. Gris-

wold; Representatives, Thos. Dixon, Chas. S.

Smith, Wm. B. Bostock. James Cooper; Past Post

Commanders, Geo. E. Judd, Wm. A. Clark, W. D.

Frost, Edward Racine, Theo. C. Putnam, C. P.

Coffin, J. A. S. Verdier, J. R. Stephenson, J. O.

Bellaire, C. W. Dipple, T. H. Peacock, S. W. Bax

ter, E. O. Stevens, E. H. Cummings, A. W. Slaxton.

" 7, Muskegon. Post Commander, S. A. Aldrich; Repre

sentatives, J. W. Brakeman, A. H. Eckerman:

Alternate, Albert Towle; Past Post Commanders.

C. L. Brundage, J. R. Bennett, H. C. Boyd, Wil

liam Reynolds, J. S. Allport.

" 10, Dundee. Representative, Richard Ingrain; Past

Post Commander, David C. Spears.

11, Bancroft. Representative, George W. McCurdy.

13, Harbor, Springs. Representative, Nelson Bennett,

Past Post Commander, G. O. Richardson.

14, Benton Harbor. Post Commander, A. A. Covell:

Representatives, E. A. Hoffman, George Price.

15, Ludington. Post Commander, J. Shackelton; Past

Post Commander, G. M. Chase.

17, Detroit. Post Commander, H. B. Eggeman; Repre

sentatives, H. A. Backus, J. A. Lane, S. B. Dixon;

Alternate, H. Nitter; Past Post Commander, W.

.Hart.

18, Traverse City. Representatives, V. Neeson, R. B.

Knapp.

19, Bangor. Representative, Wm. L. Look; Alternate,

Elias Stevens; Past Post Commanders, John G.

Todd, Thos. Horton, Alvin Chapman, C. C. Phil

lips, J. B. Grandy.

20, Hartford. Post Commanler, H. L. Stratton; Past

Post Commander, Henry Spaulding.

21, St. Joseph. Representative, Frank Moreloek.

23, Bloomingdale. Past Post Commanders, F. Cooley,

L. W. Vaughn.

24, Fenton. Post Commander, L. W. Curry; Repre

sentative, J. E. Springer.

26, Hart. Past Post Commander, W. E. Thorp.

27, Decatur. Past Post Commander, R. Calbetzer.

28, Hemlock. Representative, Charles Burnham.

29, Grand Rapids. Post Commander, A. D. Potter;

Representative, Peter Webber; Past Post Com

manders, S. H. Aldrich, J. C. Christenson, H.

Madden, Eber Rice, Joseph Price.

31, Paw Paw. Representative, C. P. Kawson; Past

Post Commander. H. A. Chapin.
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Post No. 32. Battle Creek. Post Commander, J. J. Cornwell;

Representatives. John Pursell, Abraham Fiero:

Past Post Commanders. S. S. French. A. Gris-

wold, S. M. Halton. G. M. Hodge, Wm. Dowsett.

W. G. Moorehouse, R. M. Bellinger, Edward Cun

ningham.

" 33. Morenci. Representative. John D. Hanna.

35, South Haven. Representatives. A. R. Hotchkiss.

L. A. Spencer; Past Post Commanders, L. K. Jill-

son, T. Biddle.

36. Berrien Center. Representative. Henry Hess; Past

Post Commander. P. E. O'Brien.

'• 37. Stanton. Alternate. Thomas Low.

" 38. Saginaw. Representatives. Chas. H. Peters. Christ

Wasserman; Past Post Commander, W. W. Mor

gan.

39. Berrien Springs. Past Post Commanders, R. P.

Dix. H. Miller.

" 40, Charlotte. Post Commander, Frank McAlpine;

Representatives, O. J. Markham, D. F. Vickery:

Alternate, Daniel Becker: Past Post Commander.

S. W. Harmon.

42, Lansing. Post Commander, T. E. Potter; Repre

sentatives, John McKinley, Geo. E. Rahney, G. H.

Sherman, L. S. Russell; Past Post Commanders.

F. Schneider, Geo. J. Foster.

45, Adrian. Representative, J. H. Fee: Past Post Com

mander. Fred. J. Buck.

" 46, Ganges. Post Commander, G. T. Clapp; Repre

sentative. E. G. Lvman; Past Post Commanders,

H. C. Dow. S. W. Eddy.

'• 47, Dowagiac. Representative. O. B. Peck.

48, Jackson. Representatives. Daniel Beardsley. O. F.

Kavwood: Past Post Commanders, A. Dunham.

H. H. Allen.

49, Lawrence. Representative, T. O. Sweet.

" 54, Manton. Past Post Commander, D. B. Averill.

" 55, Armada. Representative. Seymour Reed: Past Post

Commander, Amos. Finch.

" 56. Allegan. Representative, B. D. Smith: Past Post

Commanders. Emerson Allen, Marion Hard, L. Y.

Cady, A. C. Estabrook.

" 57, Marcellus. Representative. John Little: Past Post

Commander. B. F. Groner.

58. DeWitt. Past Post Commanders, H. P. Clark, Geo.

W. Stimpson.

" G0, Leslie. Alternate, Samuel Bailey.

" 61, Gaylord. Past Post Commander, E. S. Dickenson.

62, Cedar Springs. Representative, L. Bearrs; Past

Post Commander, M. Mulford.

" 64. Niles. Alternate, W. L. Hindman.

65, Jones. Past Post Commander. Daniel Trattels.

" 66. East Jordan. Post Commander, J. W. Rogers.
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Post No. 67, Bay City. Post Commander, J. W. Snyder; Repre

sentatives, Henry Sims. Geo. H. Keating; Past

Post Commanders, Geo. Turner, James VanKleek,

A. C. McMillan.

68, Shelby. Post Commander, Nathan Adams.

" 69, Midwand. Representative, Robert Clark; Past

Post Commander, J. W. Snell.

72, Three Rivers. Representatives, Geo. A. B. Cook,

W. W. Van Horn.

" 74, Wayland. Past Post Commanders, J. H. Peck, J.

H. Sargent.

75, Grand Haven. Post Commander, M. J. Emlaw;

Representative, A. M. Van Wormer; Past Post

Commanders, P. Palmer, Chas. E. Soule. Robert

Finch, E. Gardner, O. Vanderhoof, J. V. B. Good

rich, E. L. Milliman, Joseph Palmer, William

Walter.

79, Kalamazoo. Representatives, W. E. Shook, E.

Woodhams. F. Hall; Past Post Commanders, H.

P. Shutt, J. E. White, E. S. Bissel.

80, Hopkins Station. Post Commander, Chas. Tiefen-

thal; Representative, A. P. Varney; Past Post

Commanders, John Bacon, John Hoffmaster, A.

W. Brockway.

82, Nashville. Post Commander, George Welman;

Representative, D. H. Brice; Past Post Com-

. manders, E. D. Williams, Wm. Boston, A. R. Wil

liams.

83, Greenville. Past Post Commander, E. F. Grabill.

" 87, Lowell. Post Commander. Benjamin Morse; Rep

resentative, Merritt Sayles; Past Post Command

ers, S. P. Hicks, W. H. Eddy.

" 88, Union City. Representatives, C. B. Lowell, John

Osborn; Past Post Commanders, C. M. Hall, J. M.

Wells.

" §9, Flushing. Post Commander, J. M. Greenfield; Rep

resentative, A. D. Olmsted; Past Post Command

ers, William Stone, 1. Wheeler, John Wheeler.

" 90, Saginaw. Representative, H. S. Averill.

" 91, St. Louis. Post Commander, L. M. Beach; Past

Post Commander, H. W. Forney.

" 93, Webberville. Representative, John Moran; Past

Post Commanders, A. A. Carr, C. W. Turrell.

" 97, Hersey. Past Post Commanders, M. A. Lafler.

Wm. D. Lovell.

98, Port Huron. Post Commander, E. S. Petit; Repre

sentatives, Alanson Welsher, E. G. Spaulding.

" 100, Lyons. Post Commander. T. A. Steadman; Alter

nate, A. S. Bunnell; Past Post Commanders, J. S.

Preston, E. N. Thayer, D. C. Crawford.

" 101. Ithaca. Alternate, B. F. Smith.

" 104, Ovid. Alternate. H. D. Treat: Past Post Com

mander, S. B. Southworth.
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Post No. 108, Grand Ledge. Representative. Emmett Cole; Past

Post Commanders, J. S. Holmes, H. L. Bigelow,

W. D. Southworth.

" 109, Coldwater. Representatives, E. E. Lewis, Geo. M.

White; Past Post Commander, A. L. Milnes.

" 111, Eaton Rapids. Post Commander, W. D. Brainerd;

Representatives, Milo Thompson, John Rank;

Past Post Commanders, Geo. W. Norton, H. B.

Olmsted, J. J. Holmes.

112. Mulliken. Post Commander, David Stokes; Repre

sentatives, H. C. Spencer; Past Post Commander,

L. B. Granger.

114, Fowlerville. Post Commander, D. C. Carr; Repre

sentatives, M. Benjamin; Past Post Commander,

O. P. Showers.

" 115, White Pigeon. Past Post Commanders, A. J. Rown-

sky, C. Gardner.

" 117, Byron. Post Commander, L. C. Kanouse; Repre

sentative, Chas. McQueen; Past Post Command

ers, A. Graves, G. Ladue.

119, Charlevoix, past Post Commander, G. W. Cook.

" 120, Howell. Post Commander, C. E. Snyder; Past Post

Commanders, H. H. Collins, C. Wilcox, J. Mc-

Givney, R. E. Parshal, R. D. W. Woodworth.

" 121, Chesaning. Post Commander, H. J. Hopkins.

" 123, Frankfort. Past Post Commander, J. R. Wyckoff.

125, Hastings. Post Commander, Traverse Phillips;

Representatives, P. W. Burgess, H. Jones; Past

Post Commanders, M. B. Todd, J. W. Cutler, H.

Marble, G. W. Ingram, J. C. Wardwell, H. H.

Trask.

" 126, Belding. Post Commander, Wm. J. Barker; Repre

sentative, W. H. Lock; Past Post Commanders,

C. M. Slayton, Frank R. Chase.

127, Maple Rapids. Alternate, L. H. Pease.

" 128, Hawkins. Alternate, Asa Cook.

129, Fowler. Post Commander, F. A. Stow;" Past Post

Commander, W. M. Youngs.

" 130, Edmore. Representative, Stephen Cole; Past Post

Commanders, Hiram Sackett, Leroy Parks.

131, Colon. Past Post Commander, W. N. Boughtin.

" 132, Portland. Alternate, J. Tillepaugh; Past Post Com

manders, E. M. Allen, W. G. Miner, H. Outwater,

H. W. Holcomb.

133, Newaygo. Representative, L. Meeker; Past Post

Commanders, S. D. Thompson, L. Gates, J. H.

Morey, A. G. Phelps.

136, Nunica. Post Commander, Robert Campbell.

" 141, Lakeview. Past Post Commander, August Wilcox.

143, Caro. Post Commander, Jas. H. Conner.

" 145, Flint. Post Commander, John W. Begg; Repre

sentatives, Joseph Remington, Joseph Rush,

James Hempstead; Alternate, J. D. Carpenter;

Past Post Commanders, E. C. Marsh, J. H. Fail

ing.
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Post No. 147, Pontiac. Past Post Commander, S. Giles.

" 149, Holton. Post Commander, Milton Thompson; Rep

resentative, John Wiegan; Past Post Commanders,

R. W. Skeels, H. W. Crawford, S. L. Skeels, S. F.

Crawford.

151, Sebewa. Post Commander, J. S. M. Peabody.

152, Alma. Representative, William Gargett.

153, Saranae. Representative, Peter Oberson.

" 156, St. Johns. Representative, H. Harris; Alternate, D.

H. Mosher; Past Post Commanders, W. N.

Stocker, W. E. Morris.

157, Cassopolis. Post Commander, Norris Richardson;

Representative, H. C. Walker; Past Post Com

mander, Zach. Aldrieh.

" 158, Elm Hall. Past Post Commander, C. E. Prine.

'' 159, MiddleviUe. Representative, W. E. Cutler; Past

Post Commander, H. B. Carveth.

160, Corunna. Past Post Commanders, O. F. Wilkin

son, G. D. Morean.

162, Detroit. Past Post Commander, Carl Engle.

163, Vermontville. Past Post Commander, O. Gunn.

166, Marshall. Post Commander, J. M. Getchell; Repre

sentative, Jerry Jeffreys; Alternate, Geo. S. Smith

Past Post Commander, David Walkinshaw.

167, Elsie. Post Commander, Charles Clement; Repre

sentative, S. Starkweather; Past Post Commander

L. Eddy.

169, St. Charles. Past Post Commander, D. W. Rowley

170, Petoskey. Representative, Chas. B. Henika.

171, Rathbone. Representative, William Gore.

173, Carson City. Post Commander, Geo. R. Gibbs; Rep

resentatives, L. M. Lyon, O. C. Blanchard; Past

Post Commanders, C. H. Morse, Alex. McCuag.

J. F. Fillmore, Geo. M. Thomas. S. J. Smith, Del

bert Meloy, Geo. H. Garner, Jos. A. Wolf, Geo. D

A^andusen, Wm. A. Sweet, Jr.

176, Stanton. Past Post Commander, T. N. Stevens.

178, Sheridan. Representative, George Shoup.

180, Ypsilanti. Past Post Commanders, J. T. Wise,

Jerome Allen.
'• 181, Milford. Post Commander, Chas. R. Miller; Alter

• nate, J. F. Beaumont; Past Post Commander,

Andrew Muir.

" 192, Fremont. Representative, William Rounds.
'• 183, Holly. Representative, L. M. Newell.

" 185, Bronson. Representative, Henry Lilly.

188, Hadley. Post Commander, N. N. Green; Past Post

Commander, G. S. Hemingway.

196, Lawton. Past Post Commander, James Hall.

" 198, Reed City. Post Commander. Daniel Steadman;

Representative, Oliver Barrett: Past Post Com

manders, J. L. Oliver, C. A. Randall, C. B. Wil

liams, H. Stoddard.

" 201, Manistee. Post Commander, Henry Belding.
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Post No. -'02, Romeo. Post Commander, O. S. Perry; Past Post

Commander, H. S. White.

203, Stockbridge. Past Post Commander, A. G. Miller.

" 205, Owosso. Post Commander, J. J. Mackey; Repre

sentatives. J. W. Turner, Geo. T- Mason; Past

Post Commander, A. B. Crane.

" 206, Bellaire. Past Post Commander, A. Watkins.

" 210, Albion. Representative, H. D. Smith.

" 211, Ionia. Post Commander, J. L. Towle; Representa

tives, Chas. S. Cook, A. B. Morse, Jas. M. Fink;

Past Post Commanders, T. H. Keyes, W. J. Just,

C. C. Eysted, O. H. Perry.

" 213, Bellevue. Representative, M. J. Welleson; Past

Post Commander, George B. Stevens.

" 214. Millington. Fast Post Commander, Samuel At-

wood.

215. Fulton. Representative, Geo. W. Burdick.

" 216, Mt. Clemens. Representative, James Wade; Past

Post Commander, Joseph Immen.

" 218, Luther. Representative, N. R. Merrold; Past Post

Commander, A. Woodruff.

" 219, Jonesville. Past Post Commander, W. A. Barber.

" 224, .Cheboygan. Representative, C. S. Ramsey.

" 225, Trenton. Representative, Sylvester Hall.

" 227, Eastport. Post Commander, Gilbert Randall.

" 234, Hubbardstou. Representative, M. F. Graham.

" 237, Roekford. Past Post Commander, E. C. Watkins.

" 238, Cooperville. Post Commander, John Jackson; Rep

resentative, J. M. Parks; Past Post Commanders,

W. S. Cole, H. Ames, J. Cooney.

" 240, Grayling. Post Commander, A. L. Pond; Repre

sentative, R. P. Forbes.

" 250, Mt. Pleasant. Post Commander, H. E. Deuell;

Past Post Commander, W. Churchill.

" 251, Howard City. Post Commander, J. B. Weatherby;

Past Post Commanders, Geo. M. Doty, G. H. God

frey, J. Sherman.

" 255, Mayville. Representative, George Richards.

" 256, Partello. Representative, S. W. Thompson.

" 261, Wayne. Post Commander, J. R. Warner; Past Post

Commanders, Joseph Smith, F. Walden.

" 262. Holland. Post Commander, D. B. K. Van Raalte;

Representative, G. Van Sebeloin; Past Post Com

manders, John Kramer, A. J. Ward, B. Van Raalte,

P. Welius, Geo. Edgier.

" 263, Vanderbilt. Past Post Commander, J. G. Berry.

" 269, Plainwell. Alternate, John T. Shelp; Past Post

Commanders, J. H. Madden, H. D. Stratton, John

Heath.

" 270, Ecorse. Past Post Commander, S. J. Lawrence.

" 274, Milan. Representative. Daniel Case; Past Post

Commander. A. I). Jackson.
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Post No. 276, Ada. Post Commander, William Lawer; Repre

sentative, S. H. Labarge; Past Post Commanders,

D. M. Winters, W. F. Diekerson, C. F. Holt, J. H.

Martin, Geo. Crow.

" 278, West Bay City. Representative, Wm. D. Evens;

Past Post Commanders, E. T. Carrington. O. W.

Califf.

" 279, Spring Lake. Past Post Commanders, E. Pruim,

C. P. Brown, L. Lyman, S. S. Rideout.

" 280, North Muskegon. Representative, Jos. Wixon.

" 281, Petersburg. Post Commander, J. M. Elder; Repre

sentative, A. C. Johnson.

" 283, Sunfleld. Post Commander, William Edwins; Rep

resentative, Wesley Fay; Past Post Commander,

J. A. Eldred.

" 284. Davison. Past Post Commanders, B. F. Sauford,

C. B. Smith, I. Hanson.

" 294, Big Rapids. Post Commander, G. W. Crawford;

Alternate, W. Miller; Past Post Commanders, W.

A. Whitney, E. W. Ford, D. Burns.

" 296, Caledonia. Representative, Levi Rathbone.

" 300, Marquette. Past Post Commander, E. C. Anthony.

" 302, Byron Center. Post Commander. Wm. Westcott;

Past Post Commanders, Li L. Hickox. A. M. Green.

" 303, Schoolcraft. Post Commander, M. S. Burson; Past

Post Commander, P. D. Miller.

" 306, Casnovia. Past Post Commander, M. J. Bonner.

" 312, Scotts. Post Commander, C. T. S. Cook; Repre

sentative, Abraham Powers; Past Post Com

mander, D. Gutdiens.

" 316, Grant. Post Commander. A. H. Judd: Representa

tive, H. L. Brace; Past Post Commanders. Wm.

Downing, A. Woodard, F. M. Jackson, J. L.

Wells, T. Sanders, J. George, C. L. Hurd.

" 317, Mattewan. Post Commander, Henry Freeman;

Representative, A. VanPatten.

" 318, Northville. Representative. W. J. Little: Past Post

Commander, James Hamilton.

" 320, Prairieville. Past Post Commander. F. A. Black-

man.

'' 326, Potterville. Past Post Commander, N. O. Merritt.

" 337, Ravenna. Post Commander. Jas. E. Noble; Past

Post Commanders, A. Enos, A. Hull. F. Plumhoff.

" 339, Clare. Representative, Henry Brown.

" 347, Breckenridge. Representative, C. B. Phelps.

" 348, Scottville. Representative, W. D. Cowan.

" 350, Sand Lake. Past Post Commanders, J. A. Delano,

Wellington Rasco.

" 351, Covert. Past Post Commander, T. B. Randall.

" 357, Gagetown. Past Post Commander, Theo. Burden.

" 364, Coleman. Representative, Charles Sutton.

" 365, Lake City. Alternate, James McGinnis: Past Post

Commanders, W. H. Miller. M. D. Richardson.

" 371, Fennville. Post Commander, W. H. McCormick;

Past Post Commander, P. Rouse.
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Post No. 372, Renzouia. Representative, J. P. Corey; Past Post

Commander, J. C. VanBlareum.

374, Parma. Past Post Commander, S. T. Hoag.

" 375, Saginaw. Post Commander, T. M. Champlin;

Representative, Leonard Nerreter.

" 381, North Branch. Past Post Commander, A. B. Wes

ton.

" 382, Lake Odessa. Post Commander, John Bishop;

Representative, R. C. Blair; Past Post Command

ers, E. Furman, John Davis, Thomas Leek, W.

Lovewell.

" 383, Martin. Post Commander, W. D. Stayman; Repre

sentative, E. N. Burt.

384, Detroit. Post Commander, Marvin Preston; Repre

sentatives, Charles R. Evarts, Samuel W. Bur

roughs, Arthur Yeomans; Past Post Commanders,

Geo. H. Hopkins, L. H. Chamberlain, L. N. Case,

T. A. Wadsworth, W. T. Gage, Chas. Dupont, F.

C. Trowbridge, E. S. Jameson.

" .".88. Allendale. Post Commander, H. C. Bement; Repre

sentative, Enos Parrish; Past Post Commanders,

Jas. W. Cole, D. H. Grow.

'' 390, Elmira. Past Post Commander, E. J. Harris.

393, Detroit. Post Commander, Henry Lorenzen.

395, Grand Rapids. Post Commander, N. H. Walbridge;

Representative. W. W. Smith; Past Post Com

manders, W. T. Johnston, D. Z. Kline, C. A. Beebe,

D. Delano, Ohas. S. Wilson.

" 396. Pomona. Past Post Commander, Geo. W. Hall.

" 405, Perrington. Past Post Commander, Geo. W.

Groom.

" 408, Grand Rapids. Post Commander, D. C. Alcum-

brack; Alternate. L. E. Gibbs; Past Post Com

mander, Enos Page, J. S. Kenyon, W. C. Parker.

" 410. Vassar. Past Post Commander, J. H. Bourns.

" 413. Wyandotte. Past Post Commander, I. R. Haven.

" 416, Brooklyn. Representative, Martin Rouff.

" 419, Bay City. Past Post Commander, Orrin Bump.

" 430, Burt. Representative, Wm. W. Webster.

" 433, Detroit. I'ost Commander. B. B. Miller; Repre

sentative, W. N. Siggins.

" 441. Mason. Post Commanuer, W. W. Root; Repre

sentative, L. H. Ives.

" 451. Reed City. Past Post Commanders, "Ren" Barker,

Isaac Grant.

Department officers 12

Past Department Commanders 5

Post Commanders 77

Representatives 146

Alternates 20

Past Post Commanders 307

Total 567

Number of Posts represented 201
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The Senior Vice Department Commander took the

chair.

The Department Commander read his Annual Address,

which was as follows:

Comrades—We are assembled for the transaction of

such business as may properly come before the Depart

ment Encampment, and we may well join hands in thank

fulness that we have been spared through another year

to add something to the sum of our life work, and to con

tribute, I trust, in some measure to the good of the com

munities in which we live, and to the good of the order

of which we are proud to be members. I trust we have

all been on the alert, and have found one or more oppor

tunities which we have improved, to uphold the dignity

and worth of the Grand Army of the Republic, and that^

we have endeavored to preserve and strengthen those

kind and fraternal feelings which should bind us together

as Comrades, that we have done our duty in endeavoring

to perpetuate the memory and history of the dead, and

that we have in some way encouraged and extended a

helping hand and protection to such former comrades

about us as were in need, and extended aid to the widows

and orphans of those who have fallen where circum

stances required it.

[ hope we have brought with us to this encampment

warm fraternal feelings, and that they are all aglow

this morning, and that nothing may occur in the heat of

discussion or in our earnestness, to mar our ties of friend

ship. At the same time we ought not to forget that we

are here for the transaction of business for the good of

the order, and not for the special benefit of any one or

any class. Business is business and requires attention

to details, success is exacting, and will not tolerate other

than true business methods, and if we have deviated from

business principle we must expect criticism, and that the

aggregate judgment of the Encampment will disapprove.

But we should all remember that to judge justly we must

know the conditions under which action was taken. And

we should never condemn unless we are absolutely sure

we are justified. With the hope that our labor will not

be in vain, and that all the comrades will have a joyous

and profitable time, I turn to the business of the hour.

3
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When the Encampment at Petoskey one year ago, elect

ed me Commander by a unanimous vote, I fully apprecia

ted the high honor conferred upon me and realized the

responsibility accompanying it. The Department was

not a feeble organization as in some states. It had been

manned from the first by zealous and able Grand Army

men, and the membership as a rule ranks above the aver

age in intelligence. But the unanimity with which I

was elected, the friendship manifested, and the hearty

support tendered me were not forgotten and I have

worked with a purpose to devote my energy and time for

the year so far as required for the best interests of the

Department.

We all realized that the Grand Army boys had reached

the age where little growth could be expected, and we

only indulged the hope of staying in some measure the

Impairment of our strength, and have labored to at least

secure enough accessions to make up for the inevitable

loss by death. I have ever been mindful of the trust com

mitted to me, and have believed that the opportunity was

one of a lifetime, and have felt that the work was worthy

of my best efforts, and have often wished that I had

been so situated that I could have devoted my entire time

and thought to it and achieved more for the order to

which I am bound by so many ties.

The year has been a very busy one. Yet I see there

have been many omissions on my part. It would have

given me great pleasure to visit all the posts, but it was

not possible. Xo one realizes my shortcomings more than

I. I ask you to extend a large measure of charity in my

case.

The reports of the several Department officers are made

a part of my report and will bring before you the details

of the work and condition of the Department, and will

tell their own story. They will show all bills paid and

that $210.54 were paid on bills previously contracted and

that the amount turned over to us was $1(!2.13, and that

we now have $749.87 in the treasury besides the Alger

fund and that with that we have $1,684.82. It will serve

no good purpose for me to further review them. I invite

careful attention to the statements and recommendations

contained therein, and confidently rely on your good judg

ment as to proper action touching the several questions

brought before you by these reports.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 19

I have had the earnest support of able and loyal de

partment and staff officers. They have been a credit to

the Department and I am proud of the list' and to have

had their friendship, and feel that they have done their

duty in their respective positions, and hope we may keep

in close touch, and be helpful to each other, and together

use our influence to promote the good of the order. Of

course all are conscious of the faithful and efficient ser

vices of the Assistant Adjutant General. C. V. R. Pond,

and know how devoted he is to the Grand Army. He

leaves nothing undone in his Department and is ever

ready to help the officers of other Departments, and the

fact that reports are in from nearly all sources, is largely

due to his watchfulness. And the gratitude of the Com

mander and the Department is due him. He has been

faithful and discharged every duty and the Commander

recognizes high obligations to him. It is also due that I

make special mention of the willingness of the Senior

Vice Commander, J. C. Bonticou and Junior Vice Com

mander S. H. Mallery, to render any service they could

to the Department. They have been competent and

efficient and deserve well of their Comrades. The Quarter

master General, A. A. Udell, has been a devoted Grand

Army man. He has been near by and more closely in

touch with me than any member of the staff, and he has

been a loyal friend and a competent, willing, and helpful

officer indeed.

WOMAN'S WORK.

The Department Commander recognizes the Woman's

Relief Corps as the great auxiliary of the Grand Army

of the Republic in this state. It is the support and stay

of many posts which would cease to exist but for the de

votion of the loyal ladies of the local corps. Their work

is worthy of the highest praise and every post which

has no such auxiliary should encourage the organization

of one at the first opportunity. It is to our interest to

have these organizations grow in numbers and influence.

They tend to give variety and interest to the work. They

gather financial support for the declining posts where

men cannot. They come with sympathy, with good cheer,

with song and music. They visit the sick and minister to

the comfort of those distressed bv death or misfortune
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in the family. All loyal women are eligible, and we

think this is well for it gives us the support of vigor, zeal

and devotion which would be lost if the membership were

limited to members of our own families. The contribution

of the National Woman's Relief Corps to the National

Encampment was $2,000 in money. The contribution to

relief work in this state this year is reported to be $5,-

700.32 in money and its equivalent. But the real value

of their work can not be estimated in dollars. The keen

interest which they show, their loyal devotion and self-

sacrifice in carrying out their purpose entitle them to the

highest gratitude.

The thanks of the Commander are due to the President

of the W. R. C, Mrs. Mary A. Marynard and her staff

and to all the officers and members of the local corps, for

the support and encouragement they have given the De

partment and local posts. And your Commander is not

unmindful of the friendship and valuable services of the

ladies of the G. A. R. These are not only loyal women,

but they are bound to us by the dearest ties. They are

our mothers, wives, sisters and daughters. We appreciate

the kindly aid of this organization. They have contributed

$143.58 in relief and have turned over to G. A. R. Posts

$42.00—their numbers are not large. All we have said as

expressive of our appreciation of the work of the W. R. C.

is equally true of the work of these ladies. And our

thanks are due Mrs. Jamison the president, and the offi

cers and members of their order. This organization is

stronger in some states than the W. R. C. It is doing a

great work in Pennsylvania. It supports two homes in

that state. One for aged and infirm members and one

where an old soldier and wife can have a home together if

the conditions warrant it. This fact alone is sufficient to

endear the organization to your Commander. But why

should we have two organizations? Why should these

forces be divided? The ladies of the G. A. R. of course

claim the distinction of being mothers, wives, sisters, and

daughters, but they lose the active support of many

ladies in good health and who have means and a dis

position to render valuable assistance. We regard it as

important to have the support of all the life and means

to be had. From our standpoint we urge all soldiers of

the Civil War to join the G. A. R. and we urge the ladies

-v
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to come together. They will be a greater force, and more

and more command the respect of those whose influence

we need. Our numbers are growing less. We are only

about one in seventy-five of the population. We are more

and more dependent on those not connected with the ser

vice. We cannot afford to in any way divide our forces

or to suffer friction to occur or to have rivalry between

different organizations in the different communities.

There has been but little complaint so far but there is

danger ahead if the work is pushed on both lines in the

state. We love both organizations, yet we implore them

to come together, as we do all Comrades. Wherever there

are two soldiers' organizations in the same place, there we

find trouble.

SONS OF VETERANS AND DAUGHTERS OP VETERANS.

We feel the great importance of these organizations,

and that they should be encouraged by all the helpful in

fluence we can extend, and we believe they will grow more

and more in favor with those who are eligible as the

years go by. They should each be a partriotic force. I

regret that I have had no opportunity of visiting with

them.

PENSIONS.

The thanks of the Department are due our Commander-

in-Chief and the National Committee on pensions, for

their persistent and laborious efforts in behalf of a just

interpretation and administration of the pension laws.

We believe they have done the very best they could under

the circumstances. The Commander and Committee

visited the Commissioner of the Pensions, the Pension

Department, and the President, not to secure additional

legislation, which they accepted when they could do no

better, but to secure a fair interpretation and prompt ad

ministration of the laws as they existed. What we all

asked for was not additional legislation but a fair, judicial

interpretation. Not a bureau or an administration policy

to defeat the purpose for which the laws were passed in

order to save appropriations or make a record, but a just

construction of the law so that the Comrades, widows, and

orphans who are affected shall obtain during their life
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time what the people and Congress intended at the time

and believed that they had provided when the laws were

passed. The agitation has not been for the mass of the

surviving soldiers but for the benefit of those who have

been made to suffer. While we commend the effort made

by our committee and rejoice in what Congress has done

to secure relief, we are not satisfied, to say the least, with

the response which has come either from the Pension De

partment or the executive. We are not ignorant of the

powers of the President and we believe the relief could

have been afforded in a more direct way. Where there is a

will there is o. way. There must have been an opposing

force which we do not understand. Good Grand Army

men will not uphoid any one in practicing a fraud. All

realize that great care is required in the administration

of the Pension Department, and no argument is required

to convince us of the great responsibility of the office.

Neither do we overlook the fact that the nation has again

been involved in war, or that the people have been

generous in providing for the soldiers of the Civil War.

We appreciate all these things. We want nothing but the

true construction of the laws on any subject, and we join

in behalf of our Comrades in an earnest protest against

any abuse or neglect in the administration of the pension

laws whether it comes from the applicants or those in au

thority. A powerful government that has been saved by

the sacrifices of its soldiers can afford to give its bene

factors the benefit of the doubt in hair-splitting questions.

The Commander has taken the responsibility of endorsing

in behalf of the Department several measures before Con

gress, of interest to the order, and among them was one to

limit the use of the flag to the purposes for which it was

adopted, the pension bill, and all others recommended by

the National Grand Army Committee including the one

giving preference to soldiers and sailors in employment.

MEMORIAL, DAT.

Earnest appeals were made through circulars and or

ders to the posts and to the public to secure the proper

observance of Memorial Day. These circulars and orders

have been duly published and will be printed in the

Journal no doubt, and are made a part of this report, and

it will be needless for me to again repeat the views of the
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Commander. In addition to this a special request was

made to the institutions of learning of the state, to aid

us in our efforts by not allowing their athletic clubs to be

billed and to attend as attractions at public games to

draw the thought of the young and the people away from

our Memorial Ceremonies. With one exception the re

sponse received was assuring. A copy of this request will

also be attached and made a part hereof.

IN MBMORIAM.

We have a vacant chair on the platform today. Past

Department Commander Alexander L. Patrick who was

active and happy in the discharge of his duties as Com

mander at the last encampment sleeps beyond the river.

We were all surprised to find him in failing health and

pained to hear of his death.

Special order No. 21 was issued in consequence and is

made a part hereof. And I recommend the appointment

of a committee of three to adopt appropriate resolutions.

LEGISLATION.

There has been no legislative session during the year so

no legislative committee was appointed, but as the Com

mander has gone about the state speaking at reunions

and camp fires he has taken occasion to challenge atten

tion to the fact that our State Capitol ground is un

adorned by any soldiers' monument, and that so far the

state has not erected any statue to the memory of any

officer or soldier or any state soldiers' monument as an

expression of the gratitude, patriotism and intelligence

of the state. We know all these exist and that expressions

have been made through appropriations for the soldiers

home and other generous appropriations. But we should

have an appropriate monument for the Michigan Soldiers

on our Capitol grounds. Other states have them. Mich

igan's officers and soldiers were among the very best and

they distinguished themselves upon many fields, and I

plead with the citizens not to neglect this. Such a monu

ment will not only speak for the soldiers but will be a

monument for the people themselves, and will stand as a

silent teacher of patriotism for ages. Let us not forget.
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It may be of questionable taste for the Grand Army

boys who were members of Michigan regiments to ask for

this but it can not be for those of other regiments, who

will have no part in it except our gratification and pride

as citizens, in seeing our state do as well as the very

best. We want none to surpass Michigan in educational

and patriotic endeavor. And I recommend that this sub

ject be referred to the legislative committee of the incom

ing administration of this Department, with the recom

mendation that they call public attention to the subject

and urge proper action. The committee to visit the Sol

dier's Home will no doubt report in detail, but it gives me

great pleasure to report that I have visited the Soldiers'

Home twice during the year, and found important im

provements being made there and general provisions for

the comfort and health of the Comrades and the ladies in

the woman's annex. There was general satisfaction ex

pressed with the officers and management. And all to

gether it is an institution of which the people of the state

may be justly proud. There are two improvements still

which your Commander believes are much needed.

The first is a kitchen and dining room for the woman's

annex. Again provision should be made by which in

expensive cottages be erected at proper places on the

home grounds to be occupied by old soldiers and their

wives, when poverty or misfortune overtakes them in ex

ceptional cases.. I know there are objections urged to

this but no one who wishes to see such improvements

will find serious difficulty in carrying out such a plan.

These cottages can be watered, lighted and heated by the

same plant we have. No additional grounds will be re

quired. The old Comrade and his wife can have the quiet

and comfort of home and each other's society. There

will not be a large number required. As a rule some one

will provide a home for mother, but there are exceptional

cases of worthy people in absolute destitute circum

stances which should be provided for. I know of one

case in our own city. There are no children or relations.

The soldier was a Vermont man, and was one of the

volunteers who made the charge at Port Hudson. His

services were of great moment to the country. He has

become feeble in mind and body and has no society except

that of his wife. Should they be separated and placed
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alone? These will not come to the home, but there are

some in like condition who will. When visiting the

home a Comrade came to me and said, "Comrade, can't

some arrangement be made by which a soldier and his

wife can live together? When I came here," he said,

"they said to my wife, 'you must go in the annex;' and to

me that I must go into the Home, and I have permission

to see my wife once a day." What lonely hours these

people must spend. Who of us can bear the thought of

thus spending our declining years? I have no fault to

find with the management. As things now are they can

do no better. The officers are but servants of the people.

They will be willing to do the people's bidding. If any

think they can not work this plan let them give way to

those who can. Gen. Grant said to Col. Dean, when asked

whom he should send to carry out the General's orders,"

"Send some one who thinks he can do it."

My recommendation is that this be referred to a special

committee to ascertain the facts in reference to the homes

where they have provisions for the man and wife, and

that a possible plan be devised and reported and placed in

the hands of the next Department officers and committees

and that a reasonable appropriation be secured if possi

ble.

We do not ask a large sum; $5,000 would furnish

enough for an experiment. We may not get it just now,

but there are large hearted men in the state who will have

it done in some way some time, I believe. The part this

Department took in the National Encampment at Phila

delphia and in the parade was creditable to the state, and

received favorable comment from the city papers. And

full reference was made to it in General Order No. 4.

which is made a part hereof and will be printed in the

Journal. The Commander believed that we should have

a Michigan band in order to properly represent the state,

and consequently took as the headquarters band, the

Three Rivers band, which was second to none in the

music it rendered. Arrangements were made for its

transportation without expense to the Department, and

lodgings were to be furnished free by the committee in

Philadelphia, and the band agreed to give its time and

provide its own meals and lodgings on the way to and

from for $200. It was evening when we arrived in Phila

4
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delphia and no rooms had been prepared for them by the

committee, consequently lodging was secured for them at

an expense of $55. The council of administration gen

erously allowed the whole bill, but in order to keep the

amount within bounds your Commander donated $100

towards this account, as he found that as much as $150

had been used for music in one year. This explanation is

due the Department in view of its expressed desire for

economy last year. It has been the belief of the Com

mander that expenditures to sustain the dignity of the

Department and credit of the state would not be ques

tioned. The expenses of the Department at the National

Encampment in Washington in 1893, as given in the

Journal were $1,102.33 and the salary of Quartermaster

that year was $500. In 1898 the National Encampment

expenses were $49-1.85. The expenses of attending the

Encampment at Philadelphia last year were $251.78.

The Encampment at Petoskey made provision for all

the expenses of the officers to and from that city. Chap

lin Tracy at once, however, returned his ten dollars to the

general fund, and afterwards asked that it be placed with

the Alger fund, and it will be so reported. I refer to this,

not to criticize, but for the purpose of showing that this

year was made exceptional and the business turned over

to us with instructions to run it without expense. Prev

ious to this the expenses of the officers when attending

the National Encampment were paid by the Department.

It was voted at the last encampment that these should

not be paid thereafter, and that no expenses for attending

National Encampments, re-unions, or camp fires as De

partment officers should be paid.

This action, in part, was brought about by men who

accepted their pay up to that time and has caused con

siderable additional expense to the officers whose duty it

was to attend. It was the financial conditions that then

confronted us that caused these actions. In many cases

of re-unions and camp fires the local organizations have

met the expense or a part of it at least. But in others we

were left to pay hotel bills and transportation, mostly I

suppose through an oversight. Some transportation was

secured up to December first, but none since, by the Com

mander. The Department and local organization have

had the benefit of this. Changes have been made, and
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bills have been allowed for expenses inclined in the in

terest of the Department. The Department paid no trans

portation, hotel bills, or others expenses except express

and drayage in Philadelphia. The actual expenses of

the officers in the future ought to be paid by the Depart

ment. The expenses of the Assistant Adjutant General's

office and Quartermaster's are unavoidable. We dis

pensed with the Department roster, which usually costs

about $50, cut down on the badges bought, on flags, etc.,

etc., in order to accumulate a surplus. And it must not

be forgotten that a part of this saving came through the

cut made at Petoskey, of the Assistant Adjutant Gen

eral's salary. We have sympathized with him in this

loss, but we recognize the necessity of economy in all our

affairs as our strength declines. And it must not be over

looked that the Quartermaster General's salary was fixed

only at $100 when it has been as high as $500 some other

years. The Alger fund came to our hands July 7, 1899—

and was $893.99, and the highest rate paid for deposits in

our place was 3 per cent. It was not practical to loan it.

I have allowed 5 per cent for eleven months which

amounts to $40.96, which added to the principal makes

$934.95, and a certificate is here for that amount. Believ

ing it would be best to arouse new interest in some way,

your Commander, in addition to the efforts of his staff

and his own, urged posts to be careful to elect competent

and zealous officers, and offered a banner on behalf of the

Department to the post showing the largest per cent of

gain for the year, and also a second and third prize. At

the time this was written by the Commander his thought

was that the reports could be procured before this En

campment and the award be made here, but the Assistant

Adjutant General soon called my attention to the fact

that this could not be done, as the reports would not be

due until July 1, and it would require the official returns

with paid up per capita tax. So we are disappointed in

not being able to report the result. From a general

knowledge we have reason to believe that many posts

heeded the request and elected pushing officers, and an

earnest effort had been made to win the banner and our

forces strengthened thereby. And the offer will have to

be carried out in good faith by the Department and if

repudiated for any reason than your present Commander
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will see that the prizes are furnished and there need be no

-concern touching this.

I recommend that a committee, to include the Assistant

Adjutant General, be appointed to canvass the returns

and make the award and that they be directed to procure

suitable prizes in accordance with, the order prompting

the contest.

Your Commander met the Commander-in-Chief in Chi

cago a few days ago and received assurance of his pres

ence in the city tonight.

I also saw the committee on grounds with a view of

.having the Michigan Posts and battalions grouped to

gether in camp at a point as near their position in the

parade as possible so as to save a long march. The com

mittee requests all organizations wanting free quarters to

report early and on what road they will come in, so that

they can assign quarters in accordance with our desires.

They are not to have camps but have purchased 20,000

cots at an expense of $15,000, and are going to quarter

the men in school houses and other public buildings,

where they have water, closets and light. Free lodgings

will not be furnished to women. Suitable rooms have

been secured for the Michigan Headquarters for the

G. A. R. and W. R. C. free at Tremont House, and your

Commander believes that you will have more spacious

and respectable headquarter rooms than other cities have

afforded us and he hopes for the approval of his action in

this matter as it would have been negligence not to act.

He believed that he could not do less than assume the

responsibility, under all the circumstances.

In conclusion I wish to thank the Comrades for all their

kindness to me. I have visited many points and attended

a large number of Soldier's meetings and have formed

new acquaintances which will ever be dear to me have

been royally cared for have enjoyed the year, increased

in weight, am in better health than when elected and I

have pride in being a Grand Army man and in this De

partment and in having been its Commander for this

year.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.
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The chair referred the Commander's address to the fol

lowing committees: A. T. Bliss, Post 90; E. T. Carring-

ton, Post 278; C. R. Miller, Post 181; Louis Kanitz, Post

7; Jno. Northwood, Post 450.

The Department Commander resumed the chair.

The Department Commander—We will now listen to

the report of the Junior Vice Department Commander.

The Junior Vice Department Commander read his re

port, which was as follows:

Lake Odessa, May 14, 1900.

C. V. R. Pond, Assistant Adjutant General.

Dear Sir and Comrade—I have the honor to submit

the following report of my official duties, during my term

of office. While the duties of this office, may not require

any special mention, yet much good work may be done in

this capacity. I attended the National Encampment,

Philadelphia, and Michigan was very fairly represented

there, and received its full shares of honors. On my

return from Philadelphia, I went immediately to Big

Rapids, to attend the re-union of Soldiers, and Sailors

Association, of the Northwestern Michigan ; from there I

went to Mason, to attend a re-union of the Ingham County

Battalion. I also attended the Eaton County Battalion

at Mulliken; and the reunion of the Ionia County Bat

talion at Ionia, also the reunion of the Barry County

Soldiers and Sailors' Association, at Hastings. I have

also attended many camp fires and post meetings,

outside of my own post hall, during the winter

just past. I have met with the Council of Ad

ministration, in Lansing, and I have in company with the

Department Commander, and a part of his staff, visited

the Soldiers' Home, in Grand Rapids, and I think it

justice to my old Comrades who are living in that home,

that I could safely recommend that there be no changes

made in its commandant at least for the present. I have

done all that I could to advance the interests of the Grand

Army, at all times wherever I have been. My relations

with the Department officers, have been most cordial and

with my Comrades all thai could be desired.

Yours F., C. and L..

STEPHEN H. MALLERY,

Junior Vice Department Commander.



30 TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

The report was referred to the following Committee:

F. J. Buck, Post 45; W. W. Morgan, Post 38; John W.

Beggs, Post 145.

The Assistant Adjutant General read his annual re

port, which was as follows:

REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Headquarters Department of Michigan,

grand army of the republic,

Lansing, JVJIch., June 6, 1900.

Russel R. Pealer, Department Commander:

Comrade—In compliance with the Rules and Regula

tions governing the duties of my office, I have the honor

to submit the following report:

MEMBERSHIP.

The Semi-Annual reports to National Headquarters

were made as follows:

Term ending June 30, 1899. Posts. Members.

Remaining in good standing, Dee. 31, 1898 386 15,531

Gains. Posts. Members.

By muster 2 232

By transfer 128

By reinstatement 305

Total gain 2 665

Aggregate 388 16,196

Loss.

By death 231

By honorable discharge 37

By transfer 113

By suspension 522

By delinquent reports 6 101

By surrender of charter 3 56

Total loss 9 1,060

Remaining in good standing June 30, 1899 379 15,136

Loss over gain, 7 Posts, 395 members.
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Term ending Dec. 31, ^99.

Gains. Posts. Members.

By muster 3 240

By transfer 123

By reinstatement from suspension. . . . 277

By reinstatement from delinquent

repor ts 5 84

Total gain 8 724

Aggregate 387 15,860

Loss.

By death 171

By honorable discharge 26

By transfer 87

By suspension 418

By delinquent reports 5 56

Total loss 5 758

Remaining in good standing, Dee. 31, 1899 382 15,102

A sain of 3 Posts.

A loss of but 34 members for the term.

Of this showing there are but six months that comes

within the time of this administration, that for the term

ending December .'51, 1899, for that period there could

scarcely be a more satisfactory showing, for while the

death loss was 171 the total loss was but 34. The loss

by death for the year ending December 31, 1899, was 402

while the entire loss including death was but 429. So

long as we hold our Encampments in June, the retiring

Commander will leave as a legacy to his successor, a

nearly complete six months showing of what should be

credited to him, and take the credit of the work of his

predecessor. The legacy the present administration will

leave to its successor will probably be a showing un

equalled in years past. From reports of a brief char

acter arranged for a showing of Post membership May 1,

1900, received from Posts, I am, I think justified in saying

that for the term ending the 30th day of this month the

increase in our membership will show up in the hundreds.

For such an expected showing there are several rea

sons. First is that of the incentive to add to the member

ship by the promise to the Posts of a prize banner for the

greatest gain under certain conditions. Second, Is the

great benefit derived by the visitations and advice of the

Department Commander who for the past year has travel
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ed among and spoken to many thousands of his Com

rades, and thirdly to the continued desire from the Asst.

Adjt. General's Office to keep in close touch with the

Posts of the Department either with pen or in person.

Charters have been issued by the present administra

tion to four new Post, Nos. 448, 499, 450 and 451, as will

be shown by the report of the Chief Mustering Officer.

Charters and supplies have also been issued to Posts 94,

177 and 266 to replace loss by fire and a Charter has been

issued to Post 2;55 to replace one stolen. Post 427 has

gone out of Commission, and Posts 77 and 94 will be a

charge to the incoming administration as surrendering

their Charters.

The reports of the Post Adjutants and Quartermasters

fail to give the total amount of relief that is contributed

by Posts. So much of this relief is made by individual

donations at a Post meeting and no mention made on the

Quartermaster books, which if it were reported would

swell the sum of relief made, many thousands of dollars in

this Department. The amount of relief reported by the

Post officers to Headquarters as expended, was $2,750.70

to 141 members or their families and to 55 other persons.

There was cash in the relief fund of Posts, Dec. 31,

1809 ' $1,852 17

There was cash in the general fund of Posts, Dec. 31,

1809 9,055 81

The reported value of real estate in possession of

Posts 26,236 14

The reported value of all other Post propertv, Dec.

31, 1899 " 40,746 60

Total Post Assets $77,890 72

DEPARTMENT FINANCES.

The same consideration of the best interests of the De

partment that has actuated my official life in the past, has

been the rule of this office during the year just closing.

Economy, with the welfare of the Department in joint

interest has been closely adhered to.

In the past, there has been essential work performed

in the office of the Asst. Adjt. General that caused extra

expenditures. As stated in my last report, that particular

work which made necessary extra expenditures, had been
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completed, the work yet to be done upon the Record

Books could be handled in the regular line of work, un

less extra work was made necessary by action of the

Department Encampment, no extra labor need be em

ployed.

In this connection I may refer to the fact that the last

Encampment did entail a duty upon the Asst. Adjt. Gen.

which it was supposed would be performed by another

staff officer, to whom the Encampment voted $100.00

taking it from the amount which had been allowed

the first named officer the previous year as a salary. The

Assistant Quartermaster General lives away from the

location of Department Headquarters. He is not to

blame because the books and records. Post reports, etc.,

must all be kept at Headquarters. He can receive and

bank the money sent to him by the Assistant Adjutant

General and can check against the amount to pay bills,

and make his report to the Encampment. The real work

pertaining to the Assistant Quartermaster General's

Office, necessitated by rules and regulations, is done by

the Assistant Adjutant General and comprises the record

ing upon books the detailed items of the Quartermaster's

report of the 385 Posts in the Department, the consolidat

ing of the same for the National Headquarters and send

ing to the A. Q. M. G. for his signature, twice a year,

thus consuming nearly six weeks of time. The supplies

must be kept at Headquarters, all requisitions filed and

recorded. All of this must be done from Lansing so long

as Headquarters are there, the reports and papers cannot

be separated. No charge has been made to the Depart

ment for extra labor employed this year in performing the

work just mentioned, though it. has been necessary to

secure such help. I recommend that there be allowed

the Asst. Adjt. Gen. $100.00 in addition to the present

Salary for the coming year as compensation for work con

nected with the A. Q. M. G. office.
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THE CASH RECEIPTS WERE

From last administration, Alger fund $893 99

General fund 162 13

$1,056 12

Charter fees $40 00

Per capita tax 3,029 90

Gift of Comrade D. Burnham Tracy 10 00

Gift of the Department Commander 100 00

Other sources 4 00

Sale Post supplies 462 06

3,645 96

$4,702 08

For which I hold the receipts of the Assistant Quarter

master General whose report will verify these figures and

undoubtedly show a fine balance in his hand.

I desire here to repeat the words which were incor

porated in my report last year. "There has been kept

ever since I assumed the duties of my present office, a

minute book of the daily transactions of the office. This

is in« harmony with the law of the order, and this book

and the cash book of the office, have lain upon the work

table of the Headquarters room every day and are sup

posed to be examined by the Department Commander

when he visits Headquarters. There can be nothing done

without his knowledge and consent, that he cannot at

once take exception to or approve."

The total value of Post supplies now on hand, is $191.-

27. The value of the other property of the Department

as appraised by the Council of administration of last year,

is $226.00 and comprises four flags or banners, type

writer, numbering machine, etc.

REPRESENTATION IN NATIONAL, ENCAMPMENT.

By the action of the 33d National Encampment, Sec.

1, Art. 2, Chap. 4, of the Rules and Regulations was so

amended as to make the representation to the National

Encampments, from Departments to be, one representa

tive at large, and one representative for each seven hun

dred and fifty members in good standing therein, and one

additional representative for a final fraction of more
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than one-half of that number. By this action Michigan

will be entitled to a total of twenty-one (21) representa

tives to be elected at this encampment, with a like num

ber of alternates.

HEAD STONES FOR SOLDIERS' GRAVES.

I have continued the work of mailing blank applica

tions for head stones upon request of Posts. From many

sources I learn that these applications properly made out

and forwarded to the Quartermaster General Y. S. Army

at Washington, have not been responded to by a ship

ment of the stones. Such information as I have received

as to the cause of the delay is to the effect, that the in

creased work placed upon the War Department by the

recent war, caused an unavoidable delay in answering

the requisitions made for head stones. It is hoped that

all orders will soon be filled.

LEGISLATION NEEDED.

I most earnestly recommend that this twenty-second

Department Encampment give emphasis to a desire for

the passage of a bill by the next State Legislature, for

the prevention of the unauthorized wearing of the badge

or button of the Grand Army of the Republic.

The state of New York by act of its last Legislature,

gave effect to a law to prevent the unauthorized wearing

of badge or button, and it became operative September

1, 1899. This bill was modeled after the bill which failed

to become a law in Michigan because of the Governor's

veto, and in addition covers the badges and buttons of

every organization of over ten years standing. The Legis

lature of New York is also generous to the Yeterans of

our order. In a communication from the Assistant Ad

jutant General of the Department of that state, speaking

of the allowances by the Legislature, the following words

are found. "During the last year they have allowed us

$3,800.00 to fit up and furnish our Headquarters, and in

addition thereto have given us $1,200.00 for the ensuing

year toward our incidental expenses. They also print our

proceedings and pay nearly all of our express charges,

which with us, is a very important item—not less than
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$300.00. We are furnished free with all stationery and

office supplies except our office printing, so that take it

in all, we feel that they deal very liberally with us.''

RECORD BOOKS.

The work on the record books, that have been the sub

ject of some discussion in former Encampments, is pro

gressing. The showing would have been greater, but for

the wish to know what might be the report of the Council

of Administration, to whom was referred the report of

a committee to investigate the advisability of a continu

ance. However, there is no reason for changing the

views expressed by my last report, that there would be

little or no cost attaching to the proceeding with the

work, other than necessary postage.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

I have made many official visits to Encampments and

camp fires upon special requests, and believe the state

ments made to me, that such visits have been fruitful

of good to the Department. In most instances the ex

pense of such visits were born by the Comrades inviting

me, in others the expense was from my own pocket, there

has been no charge to the Department. I believe that the

actual necessary expenses of the Commander, Assistant

Adjutant General and Assistant Quartermaster General,

incurred in attendance to the Department and National

Encampments should be allowed by the Department.

These officers are obliged to be in attendance and their

duties of work are continuous at such times.

MEMORIAL DAT REPORTS FOR 1900.

Blanks for these reports have been sent to the Ad

jutants of Posts with a request that they be placed in the

hands of the Post Chaplains, and that officer requested

to mail them at once after Memorial Day, properly filled

out, to Department Headquarters. They can then be

sent to the Chaplain you will elect at this Encampment,

and will furnish the material of his report, next year.
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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTS.

Blanks for these reports have been sent to all Ad

jutants of Posts and as the National Encampment meets

in August next, and the Adjutant General demands the

receipt of the Consolidated report by July 20, it is ab

solutely necessary that Post officers send the reports and

the per capita tax to Department Headquarters within a

day or two after the last meeting in June as the reports

are for the term ending June 30, 1900. Unless this is

done the Posts failing must be reported as delinquent

and thus bring before the National Encampment an em

barrassed condition of the Department of Michigan.

GENERAL WORK.

The daily work in the office of the Assistant Adjutant

General does not diminish as some might expect, rather it

increases in some lines; especially in that of correspond

ence is this the case, and upon the giving of prompt and

full attention to the inquiries that come from Posts and

from individual Comrades, in my judgment rests largely

the keeping of our strength numerically. As to the

promptness of the office in attention to all correspond

ence, my Comrades are the judges. There have been

issued 23 Special Orders and seven General Orders and

several circulars. These with the orders and other docu

ments from National Headquarters, has compelled the

mailing of thousands of pieces. It is unnecessary to say

more as to the real work entailed upon the office at Head

quarters, most of you know that there is plenty of it and

that the attempt has been to perform it to your satis

faction.

PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDER ALEX L. PATRICK:..

The Charter of this Department which for the first time

in its history stands before the Comrades assembled in

annual Department Encampment draped in mourning,

casts a shadow and forcibly reminds each of us of the

uncertainty of this life. Who of us as we saw Past

Department Commander Patrick presiding over our last

Encampment at Petoskey, thought that before the year
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should pass- away he would have gone to join the ma

jority. The news of his death, though for a few weeks

before by some anticipated, was to the great membership

of this Department a shock. The issue of Special Orders

No. 21 to the various Posts gave the details of burial.

His is the fourth death in the ranks of the Past Depart

ment Commanders. He was a most energetic Grand

Army man and will be mourned by his Comrades. I

ask that a Committee to draft suitable resolutions in

memoriuni of Comrade Patrick, be appointed, with the

request that they report to this Encampment.

CONCLUSION.

Commander—In concluding this report, I face the fact

that in a few hours you and I sever our official relations.

But the official part is alone to be severed. The relation

of friendship is too closely cemented to be severed only

as conies the final call "Lights Out."

As a member of your staff having charge of the Depart

ment Headquarters, I have endeavored to so carry on the

work as to meet your full approval, knowing that the

greatest desire of your heart was that the best interests

of the Department might be served. If I have succeeded

to your satisfaction then I am content. There are but a

few of the Comrades before you today who have more

than a faint idea of the work you have performed as their

Commander in the effort to continue the shoulder touch.

I know of it because of our official relations and I say to

you Commander, that the Veterans of this Department

will always have a warm spot in their heart for you, and

an increasing friendship, as your work becomes more

fully known to them. Personally, for your continual

kindness and fraternal Comradship, as well as for the un

sought honor you bestowed upon me, I want to thus

publicly express my heartfelt thanks. Memory's garden

has been made more pleasant to me by the addition of an

other very strong plant of friendship's kind.

To the other Department officers and the members of

your personal staff, all of whom have been earnest work

ers in the field of the "good of the order," and with whom

my relations have been most pleasant, I return a genuine

Comrade's thanks for the courtesies extended. Especially
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to Comrade Udell your most efficient Assistant Quarter

master General, with whom I have necessarily had con

siderable official business, I extend my thanks for his con

tinuous kindness.

To you my Comrades, and to those you represent of the

Department of Michigan, you with whom by pen and

voice I have been in daily touch I give sincerest ex

pression of gratitude for the kindly manner of your treat

ment. It has been a daily pleasure to study your best

interests, to be prompt in answering all of your com

munications, and to make you feel that your Comrade at

Headquarter's office was always ready to give you atten

tion. Twenty-one years ago the 22d of January last, I had

the privilege to call to order in Custer Post Hall in this

city, the first Department Encampment of the present

organization of the Grand Army of the Republic in Mich

igan. The Charter now before you gives the date for

perpetuity. That was after many months of earnest work

ing to secure the requisite number of six Posts, that we

might step from a Provisional to a Permanent Depart

ment. There were a goodly number of Veterans then,

who would not believe that there could be a continuance

of the organization for any length of time. I was sent

to my home as the Department Commander for another

year. Today we are in our 22d annual gathering. Our

minority has passed, we are of legal age 21 years. Dur

ing all that time, I have been permitted to be a worker in

the ranks of the organization that is dearer to me than

any other possibly can be. Whether as Department Com

mander, private, or your servant at Headquarters as As

sistant Adjutant General your kind words, hearty hand

shakes, and various evidences of Comradeship have made

a tie that binds very closely, and now as I turn over the

affiairs of my official station to my successor, I give to my

Comrades who wear the "little bronze button," my earn

est wishes that many may be their years of happy life.

Yours in F., C. and L.,

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
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COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION.

Headquarters Department of Michigan,

Grand Army of the Republic,

Petoskey, June 22, 1899.

Pursuant to call of Department Commander, Russel R.

Pealer, the Council of Administration met in room 434

Hotel Arlington, Petoskey at 4:05 o'clock p. m.

Present :

Russel R. Pealer, Department Commander.

J. C. Bontecou, S. V. Dept. Commander.

S. H. Mallery, J. V. " "

Osear Palmer, Medical Director.

D. Burnham Tracy, Chaplain.

O. B. Curtis, 1

S. M. Kent, ' ...
Frederick Schneider, f u' 0I A-

Fay Wyckoff, J

Past Assistant Adjutant General C. V. R. Pond was re

quested by the Commander to act as Secretary of the

meeting.

The Department Commander made announcement of

Executive Committee as follows: O. B. Curtis, Post 17;

Fay Wyckoff, Post 38; S. M. Kent, Post 5.

Upon motion of Comrade Schneider the bonds of the

Assistant Adjutant General were fixed at $1,000.00. -

Upon motion of Comrade Curtis the bonds of the As

sistant Quartermaster General were fixed at $2,000.00.

Comrade Curtis was deputized to arrange for securing

of bonds in some Fidelitv Company in Detroit at a rate

of $5.00 per $1,000.00.

Upon motion of Comrade Curtis the Assistant Adjut

ant General was empowered to hold in reserve $25.00 for

purchase of immediate wants of Headquarters, such as

postage and the like.

The motion of Camrade Curtis, that the bills of the last

Council of Administration, in session at this Encamp

ment, ordered paid by their own vote, be audited by the
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present Executive Committee and received as a part of

the cash balance of $1<>2.13 turned over to this Adminis

tration, was adopted.

Comrade Tracey asked that he be permitted to donate

to the General fund, $10.00 received by him as payment

of expenses in attendance at meeting of last Council of

Administration. The donation was received and a vote

of thanks tendered Comrade Tracey.

Upon motion of Comrade Curtis it was ordered that the

printing bill of the last Administration, of $70.00 be paid.

Upon motion of Comrade Kent the items of Expense as

incurred at the Encampment by Past Assistant Adjutant

General, C. V. R. Pond, were ordered paid.

Upon motion of Comrade Palmer the Railroad and hotel

bill of the Stenographer, Comrade Emery, were ordered

paid.

Upon motion of Comrade Curtis the expense of securing

bonds for the Assistant Adjutant General and the As

sistant Quartermaster General were ordered paid.

The Department Commander announced the following

appointments, Assistant Adjutant General, C. V. R.

Pond, Post 2; Assistant Quartermaster General, A. A.

Udell, Post 72; both Comrades accepted.

Comrade Curtis moved that the printing of General

Orders, to be issued at once by Department Commander,

be given to Comrade Bontecou and his bill be paid. Car

ried.

On motion of Comrade Palmer, the Council adjourned

subject to call of Commander.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

Approwd :

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Headquarters Department of Michigan, }

Grand Army of the Republic, [

Lansing, Oct. 26, 1899. )

Pursuant to call of the Department Commander, the

Executive Committee of the Council of Administration of

the Department met at Headquarters in the Capitol at

Lansing at 1 o'clock p. m.

6



42 TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

Present :

Russel R. Pealer, Department Commander.

O. B. Curtis, )

S. M. Kent, [ Ex. Com. C. of A.

Fay Wyckoff, )

C. V. R. Pond, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

A. A. Udell, Asst. Q. M. Gen.

The minutes of last meeting of C. of A. read.

The Executive Committee took up the work of examin

ing the books of receipts and expenditures with vouchers,

of the Assistant Adjutant General and Assistant Quarter

master General, and reported the same to be correct.

The committee ordered paid the printing bill of the

Robert Smith Printing Co. Voucher No. 42, $44.85 to

Oct. 26th, inclusive.

The Committee ordered paid the bill of the Department

Commander for printing, postage and sundry expenses,

Voucher No. 43, $33.75.

The Committee ordered that the Assistant Quarter

master General pay the sum of $200.00 to the Three Rivers

Band for services at the National Encampment at Phila

delphia.

The Assistant Quartermaster General was ordered to

pay the expenses of the members of this Committee (rail

road fares and hotel bills), attending this meeting.

The Assistant Adjutant General was instructed to pro

cure the printing of such blanks and envelopes, for the

sending of reports, as the Department needed.

The Assistant Quartermaster General was instructed

to secure the printing and binding of a suitable book for

recording the semi-annual reports of Post Quartermaster.

The Department Commander reported that he h«d re

ceived offers from certain first-class hotels in Chicago, of

the use of suitable Headquarters rooms for the Depart

ment of Michigan and the W. R. C. during the National

Encampment in 1900, free of cost. The Committee voted

to leave the selection of such Headquarters to the Depart

ment Commander with power to act.

Upon motion the Committee adjourned subject to call

of Commander.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

Approved :

RFSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.
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Headquarters Department of Michigan,

Grand Army of the Republic,

Lansing, March 21, 1900.

Pursuant to a call of the Department Commander, the

Executive Committee of the Council of Administration,

met at Headquarters of the Department at the Capitol at

1 :30 p. m.

Present:

Russel R. Pealer, Department Commander.

O. B. Curtis, )

S. M. Kent, V Ex. Com. of C. of A.

Fay Wyckoff, )

C. V. R. Pond, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

A. A. Udell, Asst. Q. M. G.

Comrade S. H. Mallery, Junior Vice Department Com

mander and Comrade F. Schneider of the Council of Ad

ministration were present during the session.

Minutes of last meeting were read.

The Executive Committee took up the work of auditing

the receipts and expenditures of the Assistant Adjutant

General and the Assistant Quartermaster General and

reported as finding them to be correct.

The bill of the Robert Smith Printing Co., of $64.00 for

printing from October 26, 1899, to March 20, 1900, was

ordered paid.

The Committee ordered that such printing as was

necessary before the meeting of the Department Encamp

ment in June should be done and the same paid for by

the Assistant Quartermaster General.

The Committee ordered that such expenses as were in

curred by the Executive Committee, Department Com

mander and Assistant Quartermaster General for Rail

road fare and hotel bills, on account of attending this

meeting be paid.

The Committee ordered that the railroad fare of the

Assistant Adjutant General of $3.50 in visiting Grand

Rapids on Department business be paid.

The Committee ordered that a telephone be allowed in

Department Headquarters from Jan. 1, 1900, to July 1,

1900, at an expense not to exceed $6.00.

The Department Commander announced his wish to

make a donation to the Department of $100.00 towards

expense of band at National Encampment.
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Upon motion the Committee adjourned subject to call

of the Department Commander.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

Approved :

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Headquarters Department of Michigan, 1

Grand Army of the Republic, [

Lansing, March 22, 1900. )

At meeting of the Council of Administration held pur

suant to a call of the Department Commander, at Head

quarters at the Capitol at 8:30 a. in.

Present :

Russel R. Pealer, Department Commander.

S. H. Mallery, Jun. Vice Dept. Commander.

O. B. Curtis, -

I SchneMer, Council °f Administration.

Fay Wyckoff, J

C. V. R. Pond, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

A. A. Udell, Asst. Q. M. Gen.

Comrade Curtis, offered the following:

"Resolved, That the so called historical records of the

Posts of the Department of Michigan, be continued, and

that the labor of such continuance be made a part of the

regular duties of the Assistant Adjutant General."

Adopted unanimously.

Upon motion Comrade Fay Wyckoff was made Secre

tary to make report to the Department Encampment in

June next of the action of the Council relative to the

record books.

It being reported that owing to the meeting of several

Associations or Conventions during third week in June,

and the early meeting of the National Encampment, the

Council of Administration took under advisement the

changing of the date of holding the Department Encamp

ment in June. After careful consideration it was voted

to make the date of the Encampment, June 7 and 8, 1900.
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Upon motion the Council adjourned subject to call of

the Department Commander.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

Approved:

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

The report was referred to the following Committee,

C. C. Phillips, Post 19; E. C. Anthonv, Post 300; W. H.

Eddy, Post 87.

Thet Assistant Quartermaster General presented and

read his report which was as follows:
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REPORT OF ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.

Three Rivers, Mich., June 7, 1900.

C. V. R. Pond, Assistant Adjutant General:

Dear Sir and Comrade—In compliance with the Rules

and Regulations of the Grand Army of the Republic. I

have the honor herewith to submit to you my report of

the business transacted in the office of the Assistant

Quartermaster General of the Department of Michigan

for the year which closes on the last day of June, 1900.

Date.

1899.

July 12.

" 21.

Oct. 3.

1900.

Jan. 5.

" 20.

Mar. 21.

July 12.

" 21.

Aug. 2.

" 16.

" 27.

Oct. 3.

" 14.

Dec. 4.

1900.

Jan. 5.

'' 20.

Feb. 5.

" 27.

Mar. 16.

" 20.

" 31.

April 28.

May 21.

June 4.

Receipts.

Cash, gen'l fund, from C. V. R. Pond, Asst. Adjt. Gen'l.

" Philadelphia, gen'l fund, for music. Dept. Com. R. R.

Pealer.

Total cash

Vouchers as cash from C. V. R. Pond, Asst. Adjt. Gen'l..

Vouchers as cash..

Total. .

Amount.

$1,000 00

100 00

100 00

553 36

644 85

100 00

J2.498 21

279 44

69 51

50 19

53 41

45 92

20 75

53 19

23 05

131 05

46 66

95 50

145 16

59 66

26 00

71 58

16 54

59 26

15 81

13 42

,774 31
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Date.

1899.

July 12.

14.

21.

Aug 1.

::

2

3.

6.

7.

25.

25.

28.

Sept 1.

•-
8.

•'
13.

Oct. 3.

14.

26.

26.

26.

26.

26.

Nov.

Jan.

3.

5.

Feb.

Mar.

5.

14.

21.

May 19.

21.

"
29.

4.
"

R

June 6.

Disbursements.

Vouchers as cash from C. V. R. Pond, No. 1 to 20 inclusive

James H. Emery, Stenographer for 21st Encampment

Whittaker Brothers, Grand Rapids, premium on A. A . G

and A. Q. M. G. bonds

Pist Commander. A. L. Patrick's badge from Dept. of

Mich, G. A.R .

Per capita tax to National Headquarters

Harry Whitely, headquarters banner

Saddle horses for use in parade National Encampment.

Philadelphia

Post supplies from F, W. Spink. Q. M. G

Jewett & Knapp, ribbon for badges

Ihling Brothers & Everhard, copy book

James K. Davidson, 200 metal badges

Decorations for National Encampment at Philadelphia—

Bumphrey

Headquarters rooms Bingham House, Philadelphia, 33d

National Encampment

Transferring baggage, etc., Bingham House, Philadelphia,

33d National Encampment

Post supplies from F. W. Spink, Q. M. G

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson, Q. M. G

Sundries, A . Q. M. G

Three Rivers cornet band, National Encampment, Phila

delphia

A. Q. M. G., room at Bingham House, Philadelphia

Robert Smith Printing Co

Expense Dept. Com. Pealer. on official business

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson, Q. M. G

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson, Q. M. G

Salary one year C. V. R. Pond, A. A. G

Salary one year A. A. Udell, A. O, M. G

Expense of C. of A meetings at Lansing

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson, Q. M. G

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson, Q. M. G

Robert Smith Printing Co

Department Commander Pealer. sundries as per voucher

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson, Q. M. G

Per capita tax to National Headquarters

Rent of telephone for A. A. G. s office

Postage. P. O. box rent, etc., A. A. G.'s office

Robert Smith Printing Co

Post supplies from E. J. A tkinson, Q. M. G

A. A. Udell, A. Q. M. G., expense of office, postage, etc. .

Post supplies from E. J. Atkinson. A. Q. M. G

Three vouchers from C. V. R. Pond, No. 117 and 119 inc..

One voucher from C. V. R. Pond, No. —

Vouchers No 123 to 130 inclusive

Total.

$279 44

40 40

15 00

35 00

189 20

3 00

20 00

12 00

4 20

3 32

44/10

12 30

46 00

4 00

12 00

4 32

4 23

255 25

10 00

44 85

33 75

25 00

27 60

1,000 00

100 00

49 25

40 20

54 50

64 00

22 31

40 &5

189 82

7 50

180 15

30 00

3 00

35 00

21 00

15 81

9 12

46 59

$3,033 46

RECEIPTS.

Receipts from all sources—Cash $2,511 63

Keceipts from all sources—Vouchers as cash 1,262 68

Total receipts $3,774 31
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DISBURSEMENTS.

Vouchers from C. V. R. Pond $279 44

Q. M. G., Post supplies 252 78

Expense 33d National Encampment at Philadelphia 35178

Robert Smith Printing Co 141 85

Per capita tax National Headquarters 379 02

Salary one year A. A. G., C. V. R. Pond 1,000 00

Salary one year A. Q. M. G., A. A. Udell 100 00

Rent of telephone, A. A. G.'s office 7 50

Expense of meetings of Council of Administration 49 25

Expense of Department Commander Pealer, official business 58 06

James H. Emery, Stenographer 40 40

Whittaker Brothers, premium of A. A. G. and A. Q. M. G. bonds 15 00

Post Department Commander A. L. Patrick, badge 35 00

Ribbon, Banner copy book, etc 10 52

Expense necessary for A. Q. M. G.'s office—postage, etc., for the year. 35 00

Postage, postofflce box rent, etc.. A. A. G.'s office 180 15

James K. Davidson, 200 metal badges for Philadelphia 44 00

Jiine 7, paid vouchers No. 123 to 130 55 71

Total disbursements $3,033 46

Total receipts $3,774 31

Balance on hand—Cash $740 85

My appointment to this office was wholly unexpected,

and I desire in this public manner to thank our Depart

ment Commander for his expression of confidence in my

honesty and ability to perform the duties of this very

important office. It was the request and desire of our

Commander Pealer at the commencement of this Depart

ment year that the expenses should in some way be re

duced so the receipts at least should meet every demand,

and by his suggestions and careful attention we have been

able to meet promptly and settle all demands. I have

been assisted very materially during the past year by our

very capable and every ready Assistant Adjutant General,

C. V. R. Pond. I have appreciated his help and he has my

sincere thanks.

At our Encampment June 15, 1898, two years ago our

Assistant Quartermaster General reported as cash on

hand, general fund $98.60. The assets of the Department

as general fund in June one year ago at Petoskey, was re

ported by our Assistant Quartermaster General to $162.13

and an unpaid printing bill of $70.00. Today I have the

great pleasure of reporting to the officers and members

of this Encampment that your Assistant Quartermaster

General has on hand and ready to turn over to my suc

cessor the nice little sum in cash of $740.88, and all bills

are paid up to date.

A. A. UDELL,

Assistant Quartermaster General.
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The report of the Assistant Quartermaster General was

referred to the following committee, John G. Berry, Post

263; J. H. Fee, Post 45; C. P. Brown, Post 279.

Comrade Babcock, Post 17—I desire to at this time ask

that there be a committee appointed to draft suitable

resolutions upon the death of Past Department Com

mander A. L. Patrick.

Department Commander—As has been noticed in the

reports already submitted it was my intention to appoint

such a committee, which I now name as follows: S. S.

Babcock, Post 17; O. B. Curtis, Post 17; S. J. Lawrence,

Post 270.

The Encampment took a recess until 1 :30 p. m.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

The Encampment was called to order at 1:30 o'clotfk,

the Department Commander in the chair.

The Medical Director presented and read his annual

report, which was as follows:

7
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR.

Office of the Medical Director, j

Department of Michigan, G. A. R., >.

Grayling, Mich., May 1, 1900. )

C. V. R. Pond, Assistant Adjutant General:

Comrade—I have the honor to submit the following re

port, as Medical Director of this Department, for the

12 months ending December 31, 1899.

No. of reports received from Post Surgeons, Command

ers or Adjutants 227

No. of deaths during term 172

No. who presumably died of wounds received in the

service 17

No. who presumably died of disease contracted in the

service 107

No. who presumably djed from other causes 48

Ne. of ex-soldiers, sailors or marines treated free of

charge 100

The reasonable money value of such service $966 00

No. of patients treated free of charge who were mem

bers of the families of ex-soldiers, sailors or marines. 52

The reasonable money value of such service 335 0O

Money value of medicines and surgical appliances fur

nished by physicians, posts or relief corps, or by

other organizations or comrades 356 00

Total money value of above mentioned service

and supplies 1,677 00

The following are names and locations of the State or National

Soldiers and Sailors' Homes for the care of ex-union soldiers and

sailors in this Department, including those for the orphan children
of deceased soldiers and sailors, Michigan Soldiers' Home•, Grand

Rapids, Mich.

No. of inmates in the Home, 901.

The above home is supported by State appropriation.

No. of ex-soldiers or sailors, in Almshouses 3.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,

O. PALMER,

Medical Director.

The report of the Medical Directors report was referred

to the following Committee, N. Richardson, Post 157; H.

Miller, Post 39; J. S. Skeels, Post 149.

Department Commander—I have received the follow

ing communication from the Department Chaplain.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 51

Detroit, Mich., June 6, 1900.

Judge R. R. Pealer, Commander State Department G. A.

R., Grand Rapids, Mich.:

Dear Comrade—It will be impossible for me to be pres

ent at Grand Rapids at our ensuing annual. I regret this

very much, but I am detained here by business tomorrow

that I can not well put off. I will send report to the

Adjutant. I am not a candidate for re-election. I thank

the Comrades most sincerely for their fraternal kind

ness to me as Department Chaplain for the past two

years.

Yuurs in F., C. and L.,

D. BURNHAM TRACY,

Department Chaplain.

Department Commander—The Assistant Adjutant

General will read the Chaplain's report.

CHAPLAINS REPORT.

Detroit, Mich., May 30, 1900.

To the Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand

Army of the Republic, of the Department of Michigan:

Comrades—I have the honor to submit my Second An

nual report as Department Chaplain. I have received

reports from 303 Posts from which I gather the following

statistics :

No. of Posts attending divine services 290

No. of sermons preached to Posts 281

No. of sermons preached by Veterans 39

No. of sermons preached by Sons of Veterans 26

No. of Comrades present at such services 10,824

No. of Posts observing Memorial Day services 297

No. of Comrades participating in Memorial Day services. . 11,746

No. of cemeteries in which graves were decorated 1,095

No. of graves decorated 16,656

No. of graves unmarked by headstones 1,694

No. of public schools engaging in Memorial Day services. . 661

No. of pupils participating 55,455

No. of other organizations participating 433

No. of addresses delivered to Posts on Memorial Day. . . . 269

No. of addresses delivered by Veterans 82
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No. of addresses delivered by Sons of Veterans 27

No. of Posts having burial plots 170

My report as compared with last year shows a decrease:

Of memorial services 51

No. of sermons preached 58

No. of Comrades present 1,200

No. of Posts observing Memorial service 65

No. of Comrades taking part in such services 2,658

Decrease in number of graves decorated, 1898-1899 1,400

Of graves unmarked 636

It is very gratifying to know that there has been a marked

decrease in graves unmarked from the preceding year.

Of the number of public schools, a decrease of:

Public schools 132

Other organizations 96

Of addresses 41

While there has been an increase in number of sermons

preached by Veterans 15

No. of sermons preached by Sons of Veterans 12

While there was a decrease of public schools taking part in

Memorial Day services, there is an increase in number of

pupils in attendance of .' 4,715

Also an increase of addresses:

By Veterans 26

By Sons of Veterans 12

Increase of 5 burial plots.

It would have been great help to the Chaplain if he

could have had a report from each Post, the names of

Comrades who have departed this life during the year. I

have received reports from two Posts, A. S. Williams,

Post No. 40, who report that Comrades Henry E. Warren,

Jacob Miller and James R. Stoll had joined the great

majority. Also report from Scott Post No. 48, who in

form me that Harvey M. Parker and Luther C. Lathrop

have passed to the great beyond. These reports are made

in order that these departed Comrades may be placed

upon the Koll of Honor.

In this day of rapid communication when whatever of

public interest transpires in any part of the country, is

almost instantly transmitted to every part thereof and

made public throughout the land. Many of you have

become possessed of the intelligence borne upon the

wings of lightning, of the sharp remainder that has come

to us of the brevity of human life. Since last we met

many of our beloved Comrades have passed to the silent

land. While the last year has brought to us many bless

ings, for which our grateful acknowledgments are due

and heartilv rendered to God the most merciful, it has
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also brought to us as a body and to many of us as in

dividual members a great and unspeakable sorrow. Death

has entered our portals so often and removed from our

ranks so many that in these later years we have rarely

assembled in annual gatherings without finding the

vacant chairs. From the very nature of our organization

as the days go by and the years roll on, our members are

being rapidly depleted.

"Among the dead, our Brothers sleep, their lives are

rounded true and well, so let them sleep that dreamless

sleep, be comforted they lived with God, they are not

dead."

r Their memories we will cherish. They can not be for

gotten for their lives are a part of our history, their

memory must not perish from the earth; but while life

lasts ever guide us onward in our pathway of duty.

Their duties are o'er and the Master has called them to

"that undiscovered country from whose bourne no

traveler returns."

"And ever near us though unseen

The dear immortal spirit tread,

For all the boundless universe

Is life, there are no dead."

"We know not where his islands lift

Their fronded palms in air,

We only know we can not drift

Beyond his love and care"."

As much as we weep over vacant chairs, and mourn the

absence of those we loved in life, we could hardly be sel

fish enough to wish them back amidst the storms and

heartaches of common humon experience. While the

G. A. R. is made poorer by the silence which the vacant

chairs create, and we miss the melody of their voices

which are now still in death, our Comrades who have

dropped by the wayside, are today free from care and

sorrows. With them the battle is ended and they are

home at last.

Our love goes out towards the dead, but never will

these unconscious sleepers be forgotten, and it will not

be long before in what seems to be the dim uncertain

future, there will be a reunioD yonder, in which brother

will sit down with brother where the flowers never fade,

the sun never goes down and parting will be no more.
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"When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound,

And time shall be no more:

And the morning breaks eternal bright and fair,

When the saved of earth shall gather over on the

other shore,

And the roll is called up yonder.

We'll be there.

"Let us labor for the master from the dawn 'till setting sun,

Let us talk of all his wondrous love and care;

Then when all of life is over, and our work on earth is done,

And the roll is called up Yonder—We'll be there."

Fraternallv yours in F., C. and L.,

D. BURNHAM TRACY,

Department Chaplain.

The report of the Chaplain was accepted and adopted

without reference.

The Judge Advocate presented and read his report,

which was as follows:

REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE.

Plainwell, Mich., June 4, 1900.

C. V. R. Pond, Assistant Adjutant General:

Comrade—I have the honor to present herewith the re

port of this office for the year just closing.

It will be seen that the year, as is usual in this Depart

ment has been one of peace and quiet, but four cases

having been referred to this office. The questions asked

all seek some interpretation of the rules and regulations,

and do not indicate otherwise than a friendly feeling

among the Comrades and the Posts.

Questions and opinions are as follows:

No. I.

STATEMENT.

A W. R. C. Auxiliary has differences with the Post with

which it is associated, and surrenders its charter to the

Post.
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Questions asked: First, How shall the Post proceed.

Second, What becomes of Corps property other than that

belonging to Department.

REPLY.

In my opinion the surrender of the Charter of an

Auxiliary W. R. C. Past is not within the province of the

G. A. R. or of any Post thereof to act upon. The Charter,

in my judgment can be only surrendered to, or be annulled

by the authority that conferred it. It is a matter belong

ing exclusively to the Woman's Relief Corps.

The answer to the question concerning the disposition

of property other than that belonging to Corps Head

quarters depends upon whether the local Corps is in

corporated. If so, the state law must be followed. If not

the members of the Corps, at a meeting in which all mem

bers should be present may decide upon its disposition.

If no agreement can be reached only the civil courts can

adjudicate. I cannot close without expressing the earnest

hope that all differences may be adjusted between Corps

and Post, and that both heartily join in the practice and

teaching of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty.

II.

STATEMENT.

A member of a Tost is suspended (just how does not ap-

I>ear), and the question is asked what are his rights and

what is the standing of one who permits suspension

because of indifference.

OPINION.

If a member of a Post has been suspended by the Post

in accordance with the law of the G. A. R. it is my opinion

he is not entitled to privileges of membership during sus

pension. The reasons are given below in the quotations

from the law.

I am not sure of the facts in this case from the state

ment made. I quote, "said member allows himself to lie

suspended because of indifference, etc."

If no action of the Post was taken, then in my judgment

there is no suspension and the Comrade is in good stand

ing. Article IV, Chapter V, Rules and Regulations.

<~
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Blue Book pages 97 and 183 give the law regarding

suspension. There are three requisites :

First, Six months in arrears for dues;

Second, Written notice to that effect to the Comrade

from the Quartermaster, and the expiration of two full

months without payment after service of notice;

Third, The vote of the Post. These must all occur or a

member is not suspended. Unless this law was complied

with in all particulars by the Post itself the second ques

tion must be answered that the Comrade is entitled to

full membership. Only by full compliance by the Post

of all the terms of this measure does a member become de

barred from all privileges of membership.

While the above may answer the questions asked, I de

sire to call attention to the language of said Article IV,

viz. "he may be suspended from all privileges of member

ship by vote of the Post."

Should not each Post in suspending a member or mem

bers, enter of record the proof that the requisites of the

law have been complied with? Is a record of suspension

that fails to show these essentials to have been complied

with a valid one? It is doubtful if it is. At all events a

safer course for a Post to adopt, is, that its records show

that the Post has complied with the law, as well as show

ing the Comrade to be in fault. Attention is called to the

very guarded language in Opinion 16, Blue Book, page

216, edition 1899. It would seem that it may be well for

each Post to have a by-law upon this subject.

III.

STATEMENT.

A Comrade applies for a card, pays a year's dues, and

applies (time not stated) for admission to the same Post.

Five questions are asked all of which may be condensed

into one. What is the status of the Comrade.

Question? Can the Commander of a Post in session de

tail officers for committee work and they leave the room

with Post in session?

OPINION.

The law is clear and may be found in Article IV, Chap

ter II, Rules and Regulations, Blue Book, page 101—

edition 1900. If the member paid his dues for a year in
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advance, received his card and presents the same within

a year to the same Post he may upon receiving a two-

thirds vote of members present at a regular meeting be

admitted without application. If the year goes by, the

card operates as an Honorable discharge, and the one

holding it must apply for admission as a recruit.

To Second Question: I think this may be done, the

vacancies being filled by Commander while lie officers are

absent.

IV.

STATEMENT QUOTED FROM THE LETTER.

"The Post at this place has a deserter on the rolls as a

charter member. Now I wish to ask your opinion of the

legality of the Post's Charter?" This is the sole question

asked.

OPINION.

Charters to Posts are issued under the provisions of

Sections 1 and 2, Article I, Chapter V, Rules and Regula

tions, Blue Book, page 192. Edition 1900. The require

ments are as follows:

First, An application signed by at least ten persons

eligible to membership in the G. A. R.

Second, An examination by the Department Com

mander of the qualifications of the applicants to that ex

tent that he becomes satisfied of their eligibility, and

third that it is for the interest of the G. A. R. that such

Post be formed. I find nothing in the letter tending to

show non-compliance with these provisions. There is no

statement as to how many signed the application for the

charter. Tf ten eligible persons were the applicants, the

signatures of one or more unqualified persons would not

vitiate it. Until in some proper tribunal, a proceeding

be had directly attacking the validity of the Charter, it

is my opinion that the issuing thereof must be presumed

to be regular.

Under the showing made, I see no reason to question

the authenticity of the Charter of the Post in question.

As the inquirer does not request an opinion upon the

status of the person whose record he claims to give, none

is volunteered. In closing I desire to call the attention

8
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of the Comrades, to the necessity of embodying in their

statements, all the facts necessary for the basis of an

opinion. In the coming years, let us hope that whomso

ever may have the honor of being the Judge Advocate of

this Department, may find the same spirit of Fraternity,

Charity and Loyalty existing among the Comrades as has

its present incumbent during his term of office.

All of which is respectfullv submitted in F., C. and L.,

O. TOMLINSON,

Judge Advocate.

The report was referred to the following committee:

Comrades D. Walkinshaw, Tost 106; J. F. Fillmore, Post

173; E. S. Pettit, Post 98.

INSPECTOR'S REPORT.

Office of Department Inspector,

Department of Michigan, G. A. R.,

Lansing, June 6, 1900.

C. V. R. Pond, Assistant Adjutant General:

Comrade—I have the honor to present the following

summary of the consolidated report of the inspection of

the Posts of this Department for the year ending De

cember 31, 1899.

Total number of Posts 382

Total number of members in good standing 12,393

Number of Posts inspected 278

Number of Posts not inspected 104

Attendance of officers and members at Post meetings. . Good

Number of Posts in which the ritual is properly ex

emplified 250

Number of Posts where officers and guards are properly

uniformed and equipped 46

Number of Posts where members are fully uniformed.-. 25

Number of Posts whose records are complete and well

kept 275

Number of Posts whose reports and per capita tax have

been forwarded 275

Number of Posts having a relief fund 58

Aggregate of Post relief funds $1,821 76

Aggregate expenditure by Posts for relief 1.342 26

Aggregate of funds in hands of Post Quartermasters. . 10,869 10

Aggregate value of other property owned by Posts. . . . 60,729 49

Number of Posts with Women's Relief Corps attached. 191

Number of Posts with Sons of Veterans attached 34

Respectfullv submitted in F. C. and L.,

N. M. RICHARDSON,

Department Inspector.
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The report of the Department Inspector was referred

to the following Committee. W, H. Walbridge, Post 395;

Melvin Stilson, Post 1; A. B. Weston, Post 381.

The Department Commander—I will at this time an

nounce the following Committees and they will proceed to

their various duties as soon as practicable:

Committee to visit the Convention of the Woman's

Belief Corps, in session in this city. Comrades, E. M.

Allen, Post 132; S. J. Lawrence, Post 270; Jerome W.

Turner, Post 205.

Committee to visit the Convention of the Ladies of the

G. A. R. in session in this city. Comrades O. Palmer,

Post 240; M. D. Richardson, Post 365; Jerome Allen, Post

180.

Committee on Resolutions, Alfred Milnes, Post 109;

Orrin Bump, Post 419; Fay Wyckoff, Post 38.

The Department Commander—We will now listen to

the report of the Committee to visit the Soldier's Home,

Comrade Brown, Post 294, Chairman.

Comrade Brown read his report which was as follows:

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO VISIT THE SOLDIERS'

HOME.

Big Rapids, Mich., June 5, 1900.

Commander and Comrades—Your Committee appoint

ed to visit the Soldiers' Home beg leave to make the fol

lowing report:

On the 25th day of May last at ten o'clock a. m. your

entire Committee met at the Morton House in the City

of Grand Rapids, and after consultation as to investiga

tions to be made and facts to be observed at the Home,

went there entirely unannounced. In the office we met

Commandant Judd, the Adjutant, and the other officers.

We afterwards met and had consultation with the Sur

geon of the Home.
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We first visited the hospital, and after inspecting every

department in it very carefully, and examining the food

used, and conversing with those who were compelled to

be there on account of disease we came to the conclu

sion that the hospital was in very good condition, indeed.

It was clean, orderly, well taken care of, and the unfortun

ate persons who were compelled to be there seemed to be

enjoying the remnant of their lives better than could

have been expected.

We next examined every portion of the main building.

We went upon all the floors, into all the rooms, care

fully inspected the cots and the bedding, the way the

rooms were kept and the manner in which they were

used,—in fact, everything we could think of that would

throw light upon the subject. Talked with the members

of the Home, went into the dining-room when it was full

of soldiers, examined and tasted of the food, inspected

the kitchen, the range, the quartermaster's department,

the books, the steward's department,—by the way, we

consider the steward very competent indeed to perform

his several duties, in all likelihood the best man for the

place who could be obtained; in short, we made a care

ful and exhaustive inspection of every part and portion

of the main building, and found nothing there in any way

which deserves criticism. In fact, it seemed to be in

perfect order and the members of the Home as contented

and happy as could be expected, well taken care of in

every way. We next went to the family annex and in

spected that very carefully, because we had heard some

criticisms about it. Your Committee, however, is pre

pared to say that the old and feeble ladies who are being

entertained at this annex are as well taken care of as

they could be under the circumstances. There is, how

ever, one thing wanting about the annex. There should

be a ground floor kitchen and dining-room built so that

these old, infirm and nearly helpless ladies would not be

compelled in cold, stormy and inclement weather, to go

any distance out of doors to get their meals, as they

do now. They take their meals in the main dining-room.

Your Committee is also of the opinion that there should

be a hospital and laundry for the exclusive use of this

annex.

Some important improvements have been and are being

made at the Home. The dining-room has been enlarged, a
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new kitchen built in which the food is cooked, cold stor

age is being put in, new heating apparatus is being con

structed, and many other improvements of less magni

tude are now being made.

The water used for drinking and culinary purposes at

the Home is simply excellent. It is in fact worthy to

be remembered that no case of typhoid fever has ever

commenced there. There was one case, but the person

who had it came there with the fever upon him. This

fact speaks volumes for the healthfulness of the water.

The food served at the Home is excellently cooked

by competent persons. In fact, your Committee was of

the opinion when they inspected it that the cooking was

done as well as it is done at the best class of hotels

throughout this and other States. The baking is done

in an excellent manner, and the bread and pastry served

will compare favorably with any served anywhere.

Your Committee visited the laundry and found it in

good condition and doing excellent work.

Your Committee is of the opinion that the people of

Michigan should be proud of their Soldiers' Home.- The

only trouble with it at all is that it is too small.

But the time may come when it will seem to be too

large. At present, however, the Home is full to over

flowing, especially the main building and the hospital.

The day your Committee visited it, there was present a

total' of 688 members; present and absent a total of 860

members; sick in the hospital, 108 members; in the Family

Annex there were 29 members and 12 in the hospital, and

29 absent with leave, making a total of 70 members in

this Annex.

If the kitchen, dining-room, hospital and laundry above

metioned were constructed to this Annex, it would really

be a very pleasant place indeed. It is quite pleasant as

it is, but the fact that these old, decrepit, and in many

cases feeble women are compelled to go some distance

for their meals, and be treated in the men's hospital and

have their laundry work done in the men's laundry,

makes it more uncomfortable than it should be. Your

Committee sincerely trust that by the patriotism and

loyalty of our next legislature these evils will be rem

edied, and a hospital, kitchen, dining-room, and laundry

built for the exclusive use of this Annex.

As. is well known, John A. Logan Post No. I, is located
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at the Home. Your Committee submits that this Post

should be accorded all the rights and privileges to

which it is entitled under the rules and regulations of

the Grand Army of the Republic.

And your Committe further submits that no profane,

obscene or insulting language, or language unbecoming

an officer or gentleman, should be used by or to any

officer or member of the Home.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Yours in F., C. and L.,

M. BROWN,

D. B. K. VANRAALTE,

Z. ALDRICH,

Committee.

Comrade Brown—Commander, I move the adoption of

the report.

The motion was seconded and the report of the Commit

tee was unanimously adopted.

The local Committee of entertainment, gave notice that

street cars would be in waiting at 3:30 p. m. to take the

members of the Encampment and the ladies of the W. R.

C. and the G. A. R. to the Soldiers' Home for a visit and

inspection of that institution, and invited the Encamp

ment to so arrange their business as to take the trip.

The invitation was accepted.

The Department Commander—I am informed that the

Commander-in-Chief with Members of his staff is at the

outpost. The officer of the day will admit the visitors.

The Encampment was called up and the Commander-in-

Chief given the honors due his station.

The Department Commander then introduced the Com

mander-in-Chief, Comrade Albert D. Shaw, in a few well

chosen remarks, and the Chief responded in a manner that

held his Comrades spell bound with intense Interest save

when their feelings could best be expressed with en

thusiastic applause. The following are the words of the

Commander-in-Chief in full:
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ADDRESS OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Comrades—I am glad to be with you today because the

comrades of this department had such confidence in one

as led their representatives in two national Encampments

to support me for Commander-in-Chief; and so I have a

warm place in my heart for the comrades of Michigan.

And more; the Volunteers from this great State were

always one the front fighting lines, as brave soldiers as

ever faced a foe in the history of war. And since the

close of the war they have been as foremost in all the

arts of peace as they were dauntless and heroic in the

battles' van! Some of you will remember that I prom

ised when unanimously elected as your Commander-in-

Chief at Philadelphia that I would try and make the year

a "busy one." I trust I have justified that promise, by the

activity of my administration thus far in the circle of my

year of service. It will be interesting to you to hear some

thing of the work done by your administration during the

past nine months, I am sure.

The burning question at the 33d national Encampment

at Philadelphia was that of pensions. ' The exhausted re

port there presented by the able pension committee re

ceived unanimous final approval, and the Commander-in-

Chief and Pension Committee were virtually instructed

to follow up the recommendations of the report in ques

tion, and endeavor to secure needed amendments to the

pension rules or laws, or both. Under this command

from the delegated representatives of the Grand Army of

the Republic, early action was taken. Your Commander-

in-Chief foreseeing the difficulties confronting the work

in view, felt that the re-appointment of the last pension

committee was wise, under the splendid service they had

unselfishly rendered the comrades of the nation.

TO ADVANCE THE WORK.

This was done, and three additional members were

added, included among which was the gallant Comrade

Sickles, whose services on this committee have been as
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brilliant as was his heroic saving of Gettysburg to the

union army. Under the most considerate plan of cam

paign, the pension committee began their work. As a

prelude to the great battle, your Commander-in-Chief

made a speech in New York on the pension question, and

as forcibly as he could, laid bare the injustice being done

by the unholy criticisms, filling a portion of the press

under the cries of "Frauds" "Pension Runners," and "Pen

sion Sharks!" You are fully aware of the way in which

these charges were met and the spirit backing, there

were vigorously denounced. This appeal for simple jus

tice was widely circulated, and called forth much discus

sion. The pension committee frequently visited Wash

ington and in due time presented amendments to the act

of July 27, 1890, believed to fairly embody the recom

mendations of the 33d National Encampment. After the

amendments had been laid before the congress, your Com

mander-in-Chief took occasion to again speak on the pen

sion question at the banquet tendered him by the Depart

ment of the Potomac, at the Ebbitt House, Washington.

This was delivered in the presence of many members of

congress, senators and high government officials. The

plea then made for justice, for a generous adjudication of

pension claims, and full and fair treatment of all ap

plicants under existing laws, in the spirit in which these

laws were passed, also had a wide bearing. The National

Tribune gave its readers both speeches in full, and thus

the official views of the Grand Army were fully set before

the nation.

SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN.

As a result of the campaign we gave the administration

their proposed amendments were enacted into law by the

unanimous vote of both houses of the Congress. Never

before in the history of our country has a measure calling

for millions of dollars been passed unanimously, outside

of war pressure. The speaker of the house, the acting

Vice President and President McKinley signed our bill

within 24 hours after its final passage. This can be justly

regarded as a tribute to the Union Veterans of the nation

of unprecedented honor. Senators and Representatives

acted the part of true patriots, and for once the voice of

party gave way to the voice of appreciative duty and

^
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gratitude, as Americans—proud to act the part of states

men, in the light of noble services rendered the nation.

Under the amended act of July 27, 1900, all widows

of Veterans whose net income does not.exceed $250, will

receive a pension. This provision will bring joy to a large

number of needy wives of Veterans who were barred

from securing a pension because they had incomes ex

ceeding $96. The quick benefit of this good provision is

apparent to all. Then a manner of ratings has been estab

lished of great benefit to applicants for pensions under

the act of July 27, 1900. Each and every infirmity shall

be hereafter separately rated, and the aggregate of such

disability shall form the basis of a pension, not to exceed

$12 per month.

CAUSE FOR REJOICING.

When this new amendment is carried out in its spirit
and letter•, a great number of Veterans will have reason

to rejoice over the victory gained for them by this

administration. If the Comrades could know how

resolutely and faithfully the battle was fought in their

righteous behalf, there would be a feeling of appreciation

rising to the high water mark of gratitude among all

Veterans. Knowing as I do the special services rendered

by Comrade Brown, the chairman of the pension commit

tee, General Sickles and Special Aide-de-Camp George

H. Patrick, of Washington, I desire to say that braver,

wiser, more faithful or more indomitable workers for a

good cause could not be found in all our borders. These

men of affairs, busy men, have given freely of their time

and great abilities, in the defense and for the benefit of

Comrades with a devotion as unselfish as their services

have been commanding and successful. The pension com

mittee as a whole has been a unit in its noble work. As

your Commander-in-Chief, I am frank to say that I am

proud of the work accomplished and while I would have

been prouder still had it been possible to do more, I

believe every reasonable Comrade will agree with me that

what has been accomplished under the circumstances, has

been most beneficial. When your administration came

into office the air was filled with sharp and bitter criti

cisms of pensioners, pension applicants and pension

sharks! After nine months of aggressive campaign work

9
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in behalf of Veterans, in all righteous ways, the clamor

against us has almost entirely ceased, and the Congress

passed our pension amendments unanimously!

UNITED WE WIN.

In this connection I wish to call your attention to the

important fact that the old adage is just and true al

together—that in union there is strength, and victorv !

One great trouble in pension legislation arises over the

indiscriminate introduction of pension bills in the Con

gress. Bills are introduced during every session in great

number, and without any concentration of action by the

chosen officers of the Republic. It comes to pass, there

fore, that great confusion follows, owing to opposing

measures, the back of well directed organization in sup

porting really good pension bills.

Your administration most carefully and judiciously

ascertained what pension legislation was possible, and

then set resolutely to work to secure it. The result of

their plan of campaign was to win their law and leave the

grateful and patriotic feeling in the Congress at the

highest point of concord since the close of the great war.

I am aware that some Comrades are dissatisfied with the

work done, as I have detailed it, and are brave beyond

prudence, as it seems to me, in their uncomradely criti

cisms. It is so easy and in many instances so natural for

some Comrades to find fault with and indiscriminately de

nounce Comrades far wiser and better equipped than

themselves, that one needs the spirit of one who said,

"forgive them, for they know not what they do" to meet

these screeds from valuable Comrades, unhappy with

everybody and everything, excepting their own amazing

self satisfaction and assumed infalibility! And this latter

point leads me naturally to speak of our Comradeship.

Ours is a fraternal and patriotic order, based upon ser

vice in the great war from 1861 to 1865. It is not to

teach probism, for each has graduated in the great battle

university of the war period. They are living object

lessons of the greatest internecine struggle of all past

ages, and their Comradeship should be the closest and

sweetest article of the church and the home. There should

be no grades in the circle of our membership. This bronze

button is alike for all, and should feel that a common
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service and common sacrifices call for common needs of

praise, as the sunset falls upon us all, as we near the

closing scenes of earth. Our watchwords are Fraternity,.

Charity and Loyalty, and yet I fear we often see and hear

things within our order far from exemplifying these noble

sentiments.

MEMBERSHIP INCREASED.

Your Commander-in-Chief, in almost the first appeal

made to Comrades, urged the fullest Comradeship, in

view of the services rendered by many members of our

order who had fallen into disfavor, through arrearages,

and suspensions, for one cause or another. I am sure

many of you remember my earnestness, as embodied in my

first general circular. And I am gratified to know .that

my appeal was received with wide approval; and that

great good resulted from the loyal and energetic way

Department Commanders and Comrades in general

carried out the suggestions of their Commander-in-Chief.

If we as Comrades strive to "bear each other's burdens"

we can be a great help to many brave soldiers who have

fallen through moral wounds since they stood in serried

ranks, in brutal battle lines, for their country's cause.

These moral wounds are the saddest of all wounds, by far,

for he who loses control of his manhood, is indeed sorely

burdened. A kind word to a Comrade in trouble. Chris

tian charity extended to one in distress of mind or body

or estate, a hearty grasp of the hand when the shades of

sin threaten, these Comradely acts often come as the

candle of the Lord to unfortunate members, sorely need

ing our succor.

In the memory of perils no pen or tongue can describe,

let us line up closer and closer together, as we all grow

old—and be as invincible in our Comradship as we were

true in our common war service.

TOUR THROUGH THE SOUTH.

Commencing on March 1st, at Norfolk, Va., I made a

tour through the south, embracing 13 states and one terri

tory. From the beginning to the close the hospitality and

Comradeship extended to your Commander-in Chief, was

generous and specially gratifying, without a single un
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pleasant incident. At several points ex-confederates

joined in the receptions and banquets tendered me, and

one unbroken succession of loyal and patriotic greetings

followed. I found that the Spanish-American war spirit

had united the wearers of the blue and the gray, in the

south especially, in a fraternal feeling as sincere as it was

genuine and loyal. Many touching incidents occurred to

prove the sincerity of past foes in their present fidelity to

the stars and stripes, and our New Distinction of Full

Freedom. I assured them that the great majority of the

Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic were happy

in the thought that their brave foes of the '60's were now

generally accepting the settlement of the arbitrament of

the sword, in the true spirit of heroic defenders of what

they believed to be right; and this feeling was drawing

south and north into a common bond of loyal American

citizenship. There is some heat remaining, I am sorry to

know, both in the north and in the south, after this great

conflagration, but it has mainly died out under a cooler

reasoning and a better understanding between the people

of former bitter rival sections of our great country.

The stars and stripes now float in glory and in joy over

the schoolhouses in a number of southern states, and it is

far better known now in all the states of the south than it

was before the great war.

SENTIMENTS OF CONFEDERATES.

I trust the words spoken by your Commander-in-Chief

were prudent and worthy of the honors shown him by the

ex-confederates for their sentiments were on a line with

the most loyal and devoted patriotism of any portion of

our land, so far as present love of our flag and union are

concerned. And this is a consummation of commanding

glory to us all as Americans—36 years after the great

conflict between ourselves ended.

Peace, Sweet Peace—What a monument to the glorious

unity of the present—at once worthy your Christian age

and our Christian citizenship. We have lived to see the

stars and bars furled at the surrender of Lee at Appo

mattox, and this rival flag of our former foes should have

no place in public view henceforth. It went down in the

court of war, and good faith and good citizenship demand

that it no more should be brought forth, as a reminder of
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the attempt to destroy our union and make slavery the

"chief corner stone of a new nation." It should be laid

away out of sight forever and not be displayed before the

youth of the nation anywhere. This was the bond in

honor made when Grant said to Lee at his surren

der, "How many rations do your hungry soldiers need?"

And it is in keeping with the arbitrament of the sword, in

the interest of a united and happy nation now without

sections and free from the conflicting sentiments which

caused the loss of a million lives, and untold sufferings

during the great war. Keep aloft our stars and stripes

and leave to history the record of the stars and bars.

This is the clear lesson of our victory and present full

reconciliation.

*

COMMON TOY BOOKS.

A common system of school books in use in the nation

from 1776 would have made our bloody struggle impos

sible. A divided national sentiment led to the irrepres

sible conflict over the question of slavery, Stately Right

and the Right of Secession. 'We can now more justly

weigh the irritating influences that led up to the war. In

view of our later judgment, it will be wise to avoid any

future chance of discord by a system of just and worthy

national school books common to the whole country.

With the stars and stripes floating over every school

house in the nation and common text books in use in these

schools, the common and safe sentiments of a united and

loyal citizenship will be the happy fruits. War is the sum

total of all brutalities, and the golden teachings of peace

and righteousness should inspire Americans to cultivate

all the elements of Christian citizenship to the end that

our free institutions may be safeguarded in the cultiva

tion and exaltation of the arts of peace, equal to the

present and safe for the future.

To secure this, there will be need of as true patriotism

as was needed in the storm of war which for four years

beat upon us with such appalling violence.

True statesmanship stands for wise forecasting of the

future so as to secure the greatest good for the greatest

number in the culture of peace.

Our national prospects for new advance in the light of

larger influences among the world powers are bright, and
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new responsibilities will come to us with our developing

circle of important new duties. The teaching of prudent

and wise sentiments of loyalty to our government, in all

that exalts and ennobles the nation, is one of the safe

guards we have never more needed than at the present

time. We must not forget that righteousness exalteth

a nation, and strive for that walk before God, a»s a great

Christian people, that will be pleasing in His sight. If

we do this our future will be worthy of our wonderful

birthright.

WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS.

I must not omit due praise for our faithful auxiliary,

the Woman's Relief Corps, for it is doing a great work

for the Grand Army. Wherever a corps is found there a

live Post can be looked for, and there will be no mistake

made in finding it. From revolutionary times American

womanhood has stood for the noblest sentiments of love

of home and love of country, surcharged with the loftiest

patriotism. What heroic sufferings American women en

dured in the early struggle for freedom in the era of

Washington, and these were immensely enlarged and in

tensified in the epoch of Lincoln. The bullet or common

shot struck down hearts in the far away home, when the

husband or father or lover fell in the front, in a multi

tude of cases. And in the present the patriotic woman

of the Relief Corps, as well as in the Ladies of the Grand

Army, and the Daughters of Veterans, and of the Revolu

tion, are doing a noble work in ministering to the needy

and ageing heroes, and building up the citadels of liberty

in the hearts of the children of our land. God bless all

these worthy American women—the truest in the culture

of the qualities of noble womanhood in all the world! The

country will forever be free and great with s.uch mothers

and daughters for its inspiration and true glory.

WHAT SERVICE STOOD FOR.

The veterans of the great war wrote their names in

a grand way upon the pages of American history of their

time, and these will glow in the living light of heroic

deeds as long as valor is honored and liberty revered.

The ageing Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic
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are the organized units of the surviving forces that won

the nation full liberty and an unchallenged union. Every

veteran of the army and navy of the republic should be

long to our noble order. It is a crown of honor unparall

eled among men. The little bronze button is a jewel of

freedom without a rival. Those who have a right to wear

it rank among the heroes of history. Everyone who dis

plays it upon the left lapel of his coat places an emblem

of the loftiest herosim above a heart that dared all for

the safety of the nation and the freedom of those who

were in bondage. In the light of services rendered on

the lines of battle, red with the most precious blood of

all the ages, how noble should be the record of our lives

in peace? A union veteran of the great war should be an

object lesson the highest type of safe and wise manhood.

He has been a hero in war and he should be a patriot in

peace. As he passes along the street his presence should

lead the children to say: "There goes a veteran of the

great war, one of the saviors of the nation." Scenes like

this, so precious as object lessons of patriotism in Grand

Rapids, can only come to you once or twice before the

curtain of death will shut out the last veteran from hu

man sight forever. But the sentiment of liberty in Amer

ican hearts is now universal. We no longer have two

Hags dividing the affection and fealty of the United

States of America. The flag of Washington, and of Lin

coln, and of McKinley is still the stars and stripes, the

one beloved emblem of our whole people. Thank God for

it all—"a union of heart and a union of hands and the

flag of our union forever." The new century opens with

high promise for our noble land, if all our people are

equal to the present and the future. Individual liberty

under laws passed for the general good is our birthright.

Under it we can rise higher, in all that is an honor and

an ornament in human lives. Let us as comrades so live

as to have it worthily said when we are all gone that we

acted well our little part in the battle's din and in the

better work of peace, and so, under God, left safe inspira

tions for the generation yet to come. In the loving and

pathetic words of the immortal Abraham Lincoln, I say

to von, "God bless vou all."

r



72 TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

With rousing cheers the Encampment bade the Com

mander-in-Chief good bye, and upon motion a recess was

taken until 9:30 o'clock tomorrow morning. Nearly all

of the members availed themselves of the opportunity

offered by the citizens' committee and took street cars for

a trip to the Soldiers' Home.
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SECOND DAY.

MORNING SESSION.

The Encampment convened at 9:30 a. m., the Depart

ment Commander in the chair, and was, opened with

prayer by Comrade J. E. Springer of Post 24.

The committee to prepare resolutions commemorative

of the death of Past-Department-Commander Alexander

L. Patrick made report as follows:

The muffled drum is heard more and yet more frequently

as the years go by. Our Comrades are being mustered out

by termination of life in constantly increasing numbers.

The remains of those with whom we have marched and

bivouacked for many years, and whom we have learned

to love with an intensity wholly unknown to those who

are not members of the Grand Army of the Republic, are,

one by one, being borne by those of us who are left to

their final resting place in the "City of the Dead." These

frequent deaths remind us the more that:

The purpling light of the eastern skies

Which gave to our youth such delightful surprise,

Is hid from our view by the hill-tops of years,

And we watch for the night while it gently nears,

As we march down the plains that slope to the west,

Knowing well when it comes we shall quietly rest.

When the burdens we bear and the dust of the way

Make us long for a halt ere the close of the day,

We remember the friends we are hoping to meet

In fields ever green by cool waters sweet,

O'er the river of life have their bivouac made

Where the trees of God's Eden forever make shade.

It seems appropriate that one who has been specially

honored by us should receive more than a passing notice

when he dies.

Past Department Commander Alexander L. Patrick

was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, September 7, 1836, and

came to this country in 1857. He settled in Detroit in

1859, and there made his hme.

Early in 1861 he enlisted in Company B of the 4th Mich

igan Volunteer Infantry. Soon after the arrival of his

10
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Regiment at the front, he was detailed as Orderly-Bugler

for the Headquarters Staff, and served in that capacitv

until he was mustered out in 1864.

He was present at the battles of New Bridge, Hanover

Court House, Mechanicsville, Gaines' Mill, Savage Sta

tion, Turkey Bend, White Oak Swamp, Malvern Hill and

Fredericksburg. In the last named battle his horse was

killed under him, and he was wounded by a fragment of

a bursting shell. The best praise which can be given any

soldier is that he discharged every duty assigned him

with promptness, intelligence and fidelity, all of which

can be truthfully said of Comrade Patrick.

After his discharge from the army, he became a suc

cessful man of affairs; he proved himself a good citizen,

and built for himself a happy home in a city noted for

its many beautiful and happy homes. This home was

made delightful by a wife and five children, whom he

loved and cherished most tenderly, and all of whom sur

vive to mourn their loss.

He joined the Grand Army of the Republic in the spring ,

of 1887, and was an earnest and faithful member of Fair-

bank's Post No. 17, till the time of his death. In 1891 he

was elected Post Commander, and in 1899 he was elected

Commander of this Department. He brought, both to

the administration of his Post as its Commander, and to

the Department of Michigan of the Grand Army of the

Republic as its Commander, the same energy and integ

rity which characterized him in his business life.

The most of us know something of what he did for the

Department. He found it with a revenue less than its

expenditures; he left it with expenditures less than its

revenue; he eliminated expenses not pertinent to the legit

imate business of the Department, and left its affairs,

at the expiration of his term of office, in such a shape as

to enable it to live many years without any additional

expense being imposed upon its members, if the same

prudent management is continued.

Comrade Patrick was positive in his convictions, earn

est in the discharge of his duties, and had a charity suf

ficiently broad to enable him to ascribe no wrong motive

to an undesirable action unless such motive appeared

upon the surface. He was unable to retain any animosity,

and while he fought earnestly for what he believed right,

he quickly forgot whatever occurred in the heat of argu
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ment, and loved the man who opposed him quite as sin

cerely as he did the man who was with him. Of him it

can truly be said that "His work shall live after him."

He died at his home in Detroit on the 26th day of

March, 1900. His funeral was attended by a large num

ber of his own and other Posts of Detroit; also, by Past

Commander-in-Chief, Russell A. Alger, by several of the

Past Department Commanders of Michigan, by Depart

ment Commander Peeler, and by several of the Depart

ment Officers.

To those of us who knew him best, and for that reason

loved him most, it is difficult to refrain from saying more

in his praise than this occasion will warrant.

Your Committee recommend that this report be spread

upon the records of the Department; that a copy of it

be sent to his widow and family, and that a Memorial

page be devoted to his memory in the next annual re

port of this Department.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

S. S. BABCOCK,

O. B. CURTIS,

S. J. LAWRENCE,

Committee.

Upon motion of Comrade Babcock the report of the com

mittee was adopted.

The Committee upon the report of the Junior Vice De

partment presented the following report, which was un

animously adopted:

Your Committee to whom was referred the report of

Junior Vice Commander, S. H. Mallery, endorse the same,

and he is entitled to the thanks of this body for the

efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties of

his office.

Submitted in F., C. and L.,

FRED J. BUCK,

JOHN W. BEGCi,

Committee.

The Committee on the report of the Department In

spector made the following report, which was adopted

unanimously :
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Your Committee on the Department Inspector's re

port have carefully examined the same and recommend its

adoption.

N. H. WALBRIDGE,

MELVIN STILSON,

A. B. WESTON,

The Committee upon the report of Assistant Quarter

master General made the following report, which was un

animously adopted :

Your Committee to whom was referred the roprt of the

Assistant Quartermaster General, A. A. Udell, having ex

amined said report find it correct in detail and commend

the care and labor of said official in caring for the finances

of the Department during the year and move the adoption

of the report.

JOHN G. BERRY,

J. H. FEE,

Committee.

Comrade Springer presented the following resolutions,

which were referred to the Committee on Resolutions:

ON THE PERPETUITY OF MEMORIAL DAY.

At present the responsibility of the proper observance

of Memorial Day and of the decoration of soldiers' graves

rests with the Grand Army of the Republic and its mem

bers.

Inevitably the time is coming when the membership

will be unable to attend to this sacred duty, and when the

G. A. R. as an organization will be dissolved and cease to

be.

We are approaching a time when the veterans should

be relieved of the responsibility of management, and be

the honored guests of Memorial Day occasions.

It is important that the hallowed custom shall not

perish, but be observed perpetually.

Some system should be inaugurated by which the cus

tomary Memorial Day service and decorations shall be

perpetually observed after we shall have passed away.
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To this end it is important that our citizens and young

people become officially connected with, and responsible

for, the proper observance of Memorial Day.

Therefore, Resolved: 1. That we recommend the ap

pointment of the local civil and educational officiary on

the Committee of Arrangements, with the Committee of

the G. A. R. and W. R. C.

2. That we favor the amendment of the present state

law which makes Memorial Day a legal holiday, by the

addition of a section designating certain civic and educa

tional officials as the Committee of Arrangements repre

senting the state; such committee to report to the Adj.

General of the State.

3. That this matter be referred to the Department offi

cers and Council, of Administration, to formulate a suit

able plan, and report to the next Department Encamp

ment.

4. That our National Delegates and Representatives

be instructed to present this matter to the next National

Encampment for favorable action.

ISAAC E. SPRINGER, Post No. 24.

The Executive Committee of the Council of Administra

tion, offered the following resolutions, which were

adopted:

Resolved, That the Assistant Quartermaster General is

hereby directed to invest the Alger Fund in some interest

bearing municipal, state or government bonds, to be ap

proved by the Department Commander, which shall re

main in the custody of said Assistant Quartermaster Gen

eral; and further, that all interest accumulations upon

said bonds shall remain a part of the Alger Fund, the

same to be invested in like bonds when in sufficient

amount to do so.

Adopted.

Also the following:

Whereas, A band of music is an essential feature to sus

tain the dignity of the Department at a National Encamp

ment; therefore,

Resolved, That the Department Commander is author

ized to secure a band for such National Encampment upon

such reasonable terms as he is able, but if he finds it nec

essary to pay for securing a band, he is hereby authorized
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to use the Department funds therefor, not to exceed two

hundred dollars in amount.

O. B. CURTIS,

S. M. KENT,

PAY WYCKOFF,

Executive Committee.

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the

Judge Advocate, presented through Comrade Jerome M.

Turner of Post 205, the following report which was

adopted :

Your Committee to whom was referred the report of

the Judge Advocate, having carefully considered the

various rulings and findings, most heartily endorse the

same and commend the judicious manner in which Com

rade Tomlinson performed his duty.

The Council of Administration to wiiom was referred

(by the Encampment held at Petoskey)) the report of the

Committee on Examination of the Record Books at De

partment Headquarters, presented the following as their

report, which was adopted:

Department Commander and Comrades—At the De

partment Encampment held at Port Huron, a committee

was appointed to examine the "Record Books" in the

office of the Asst. Adjt. General and to report as to the

advisability of continuing the work.

That Committee reported to the Encampment at Petos

key, as follows and the report was referred to the incom

ing Council of Administration.

Headquarters Department of Michigan G. A. R., )

Lansing, Mich., June 6, 1899. S

Comrades—Your Committee appointed at Port Huron,

one year ago, to examine the "Record Books" in the office

of the Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Mich., and to report as to

the advisability of continuing that work, would respect

fully report:

We met at the office of the Asst. Adjt. Gen. in Lansing

upon the above date, and carefully inspected the record of

membership of the rolls of the Grand Army of the Re

public in this Department, as being compiled in the rec
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ord books at Headquarters, and are fully convinced of

the importance of this compilation of historic personal

facts.

The scope and value of the work will at once be seen

by this statement. There are three volumes of about 320

pages each, the pages being 18x23 inches, containing 17

columns, as follows: No. of Post, P. O., County, Rank,

Regiment, Company, Good Standing, Received by Trans

fer, Took Transfer, Died, Hon. Discharge, Suspended,

Dropped, Reinstated, Mustered, Remarks.

The date upon which this compilation is based is Janu

ary 1, 1897. Of 383 Posts the Compilation is complete

up to Post No. 63. Almost one-third of the work appears

to be completed. We found that the cost of the work

chargeable to the Records alone has been about $200.00.

It is not supposed that the completion of the work will

involve much more expense, other than stationery and

postage.

The time when this work should be done is while the

men are still alive who have a personal interest in the

preservation of these records.

We would therefore most respectfully report that we

deem it of great historic importance that this work be

prosecuted to completion at the earlist practicable

moment.

Your Committee would also recommend a vote of

thanks of this Department to Comrade C. V. R. Pond,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., for originating and prosecuting this

historic compilation to its present degree of advancement.

Respectfullv yours in F., C. and L.,

LOUIS KANITZ,

H. S. WHITE,

F. SCHNEIDER,

Committee.

Pursuant to a call of the Department Commander, the

Council of Administration met at the Department Head

quarters office in the Capitol at Lansing, March 22, 1900,

examined the record books and adopted the following

resolution :

Resolved, That we recommend the adoption of the re

port of the Committee appointed at Port Huron; and

further recommend that the so called historical records
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of the Posts of the Department of Michigan, be continued,

and that the labor of such continuance be made a part

of the regular duties of the Asst. Adjt. Gen.

PAY WYCKOFF, Post 38,

For the Council.

Comrade Curtis of Post 17, offered the following resolu

tion, by request of the Department Chaplain D. B.

Tracy, and the same was adopted:

Resolved, That the incoming Quartermaster General

is hereby directed to transfer ten dollars, given by Chap

lain D. B. Tracy to the Department from the General

fund to the Alger fund.

The Senior Vice Department Commander, Comrade J.

C. Bontecou of Post 170, offered the following resolution,

abolishing the custom of electing as an act of courtesy,

the Senior Vice Department Commander, from the city

entertaining the Encampment. The resolution was un

animously adopted:

Whereas, The National Encampment in Philadelphia

had forced upon them by the death of the Commander-in-

Chief, and the action of the Department of Pennsylvania,

a change of precedent and policy in the matter of giving

to the Department entertaining the National Encamp

ment, the right to name the Senior Vice Commander-in-

Chief; and

Whereas, The reasons for such change of policy apply

with equal force to the Department; therefore,

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Encampment that

the Senior Vice Department Commander should be chosen

from the Department at Large, for his executive and ad

ministrative abilities, with a view to his succession to the

responsibilities of the office of Department Commander,

and not as a matter of courtesy, and that this change

should go into effect at the next Encampment of this

Department.

Past Department Commander Brown of Post 294,

offered the following resolution, which was unanimously

adopted :

Resolved, That this Encampment tender to Past De

partment Commander L. G. Rutherford, of Hart, Michi
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gan, the sincere sympathy of the Comrades assembled,

because of his severe illness, and express the hope that he

may fully recover his health. That the Assistant Adju

tant General be instructed to telegraph a copy of this

resolution to Comrade Rutherford.

The Department Commander—We have with us today

as a member of this Encampment, a Comrade we much

esteem and who has recently been chosen to the office of

Commander of the Loyal Legion of the Commandery of

Michigan. Comrade E. T. Carrington of Post 278. I take

pleasure in introducing him to you.

Comrade Carrington acknowledged the compliment

paid him and said that he would not further take up the

busy hours of the Encampment than to tender his thanks.

The Committee appointed to visit the Ladies of the G.

A. R., in Convention assembled, reported as follows and

their report was accepted and ordered on file.

Your Committee appointed to visit the Circle of the

Ladies of the G. A. R. respectfully report that we have

gladly performed that pleasant duty, that we were royally

received, with great apparent pleasure, and assured that

our greeting and recognition were appreciated, and that

we might report to this Encampment that as long as they

shall live their labor, their sympathy and love shall be

given to the members of the G. A. R.

O. PALMER,

M. D. RICHARDSON,

JEROME ALLEN,

Committee.

The Committee appointed to convey the greetings of

the Encampment to the Woman's Relief Corps in Con

vention assembled, made the following report through the

Chairman of the Committee.

Commander and Comrades—As Chairman of the Com

mittee to visit the convention of the Woman's Relief

Corps, I have the honor to report, that in obedience to

your instructions we visited the Convention this morning.

We were royally received, adorned with their badges and

escorted to the platform. We presented the congratula-

/

11
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tions and words of good cheer and encouragement from

this Encampment. We assured them that their work of

unostentatious charity and kind offices to the distressed

were fully appreciated by us and that we bid them God

speed in their good work of kind words and deeds. They

assured us that the cardinal principles of our Older,

Friendship, Charity and Loyalty, were the foundation

upon which they build and that a committee from their

convention would soon return our visit.

Respectfully submitted,

E. M. ALLEN.

S. J. LAWRENCE.

J. W. TURNER.

Comrade Babcock Post 17.—Department Commander, I

move you that the hour of eleven o'clock be made the

special hour for the proceeding to the election of officers

of this Encampment for the ensuing year. The motion

was seconded and prevailed.

Comrade Milnes Post 109.—Department Commander,

Your Committee on Resolutions desire to offer the follow

ing:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Encampment are due

and are hereby tendered to the Comrades and Citizens

of Grand Rapids, for the hearty reception and kind greet

ing we have received at their hands. When we go our

way to our several homes we shall carry with us a kind

remembrance and happy recollection of our visit to Grand

Rapids.

A. MILNES,

Chairman.

The resolution was adopted by a rising vote of the

Encampment.

The Committee also reported as follows:

Your Committee on resolutions to whom was referred

the resolution presented by Comrade Isaac E. Springer

of Post No. 24, relative to the proper observance of

Memorial Day, and the importance of the Grand Army of

the Republic, being relieved from the responsibility of

looking after the details,
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Respectfully report that in the short time at our dis

posal, we have endeavored to consider the same and

believe that the time has not yet come when the Grand

Army of the Republic should shirk any duty we owe our

deceased Comrades, in taking active and the chief control

of the proper observance of Memorial Day.

But we do recommend that all Posts of our Depart

ment do invite and seek the co-operation of all good

citizens in seeing that Memorial Day is properly observed,

and the graves of our honored dead, properly decorated.

Y\*e do not believe that there is any danger of Memorial

Day being blotted out, or that our citizens will ever cease

to revere and*honor our loyal dead, so long as our form of

government shall exist and Patriotism and Loyalty re

main, just so long will Memorial Day remain and be duly

observed by all good citizens.

Resolved, That the resolution lie on the table until

the next Annual Encampment of this Department.

A. MILNES,

ORRIX BUMP,

FAY WYCKOFF,

Committee.

The Assistant Adjutant General read the following

communication from Past Department Commander O. A.

.Janes:

United States Pension Agency.

Detroit, Mich., July G, 1900.

Col. C. V. R. Pond, Assistant Adjutant General, De

partment of Michigan G. A. R., Grand Rapids, Mich.:

Dear Comrade—Owing to the annual meeting of the

Department occurring during the week of the quarterly

payment of pensions at the Detroit Agency, which began

the 4th instant, it will not be possible for me to attend

the Encampment meeting. My first duty is to pay the

veterans and their widows their pensions as rapidly as

possible; even if I have to forego the pleasure of meeting

my Comrades with whom I have so many years been

associated in this Department.

Please convey to the Comrades my best wishes for a

successful and harmonious meeting, and that many more

years may be theirs to enjoy the memorable results of
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their services and sacrifices in behalf of an indivisible

union and Constitutional Liberty.

Yours in F., C. and L.,

O. A. JANES,

Past Department Commander.

Comrade C. T. S. Cook, Commander of Post 312, offered

the following resolution which was referred to the Com

mittee on Resolutions:

Resolved, That the matter of Memorial Day expenses

be referred to the Legislative Committee, and by them

presented to the Legislature of the State of Michigan,

asking that a law be passed, making it legal for the peo

ple of any township, ward or city to vote at any township

or general election, to raise money to pay the necessary

expenses of Memorial Dav for that localitv.

C. T. S. COOK,

Commander Post 312.

The Committee upon the report of the Medical Director

made the following report which was adopted:

Commander—The committee to whom was referred the

report of the Medical Director, beg leave to report that

we have examined the same and most heartily commend

the diligence with which the Director performed his

duties. We recommend that the Posts of the Depart

ment be more complete in the making of their surgeon's

reports, that a full list of all deaths may be recorded.

N. RICHARDSON,

H. MILLER,

J. S. SKEELS.

Committee.

The Department Commander announced that a com

mittee of two of the ladies of the G. A. R. were at the

Outpost. A committee of two was appointed to escort

them to the platform, where the Department Commander

introduced Mrs. Celia Barker who presented the follow

ing words of greeting from the Association of the Ladies

of the G. A. R.:

Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, Depart
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ment of Michigan—In behalf of the mothers, wives, sis

ters and daughters of the veterans of the sixties, who

make up the order of the Ladies Circle of the G. A. R.,

we greet you. Many of us bid you a tearful good bye dur

ing the years of 61-65, and gave you a loving greeting

when you returned to your homes and friends after four

years of hardship and danger that only a soldier knows.

And we are still animated by the same spirit, the same

loving loyalty that greeted at that time, the same hearts

that beat for you only then, throbs for you still. Though

your ranks have grown thinner, and many of our brothers

and sons have given up the battle of life, we are keeping

step with you on your march to the grave. "The heart

never grows old," and we still look up to you as we did

when we hailed you as a hero from the held of glory.

Others may forget you, your mothers, wives, and sisters,

never. Though silver crowns your brow, we see only the

curly locks of youth. Age may dim the eye, we still sec

the courage of youth. The hand of time has made your

steps weary and slow, yet we see only the springing step

that kept time to the wild, grand march of war. We

see you still marching away under the flaunting flags,

down to the fields of glory, to do or die for the eternal

right. We appreciate the fact that a few more reunions,

a few more encampments, a few more greetings and then

only a loving memory will be left us. In the name of our

homes you so nobly defended, we greet you, and again

we greet you in the name of that flag your valor made

forever stainless.

And when the last tattoo is sounded, and the last com

rade has beat the retreat to his low green tent, then we.

bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh, will tell the story

of your valor. Heroes ever, but more than heroes in the

hearts of the mothers, wives, sisters, daughters and grand-,

daughters, who this day extend to you their heartfelt love

and sisterly greeting.

And to you, Comrade Commander Pealer, we tender

especial thanks for consideration heretofore withheld.

CELIA BARKER.

For the Ladies of the G. A. R.

The Department Commander then introduced Mrs. Jan-

ette M. Morrill as one of the Army nurses we so much
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respected as the angels of the battlefield. Mrs. Morrill

presented the following paper:

Comrades—Probably by an oversight in framing the

legislation and rules and by-laws governing the annex

to the Michigan Soldiers' Home at Grand Rapids, there

is no provision made for the admission of army nurses.

This oversight leaves Michigan the only State admit

ting women to their homes at all that does not include

the nurses, and as Vice President of the National Army

Nurse Association, I am instructed to petition your bo-dy

to obtain such legislation and amendments as will rectify

this and redeem our glorious State from such compari

sons.

Respectfully submitted,

JANETTE M. MORRILL,

Vice President Army Nurse Association of Michigan.

The Department Comander presented the ladies with

the Encampment Badge, the Encampment saluted and

the Committee retired.

A. 1'. Varney of Post No. 80, Hopkins Station, pre

sented the following petition from the Division Council

of the Sons of Veterans, in Michigan. The same was re

ferred to the Committee on Resolutions:

"To the Commander and Comrades of the Department of

Michigan, Grand Army of the Republic, in their 22nd

Annual Encampment assembled:

Whereas, The Department of Michigan, Grand Army

of the Republic, and the Michigan Division, Sons of Vet

erans, U. S. A. hold yearly encampments, and

» Whereas, Believing it would be of mutual interest to

both organizations to hold their encampments each year

at the same time and place in order that committees from

each body could act together in procuring railroad rates,

etc.; and

Whereas, Believing it would prove to be a great help

and incentive to the Sons of Veterans in the line of patri

otic lessons, good advice, etc., to be thus assembled,

Therefore, We respectfully petition the Grand Army
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&xx ptemortam*

PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS.

CHARLES L. EATON

Commander—1891

Born—April 2, 1846

Died—February 27, 1895.

ANDREW T. McREYNOLDS

Commander—1880

Born—December 25, 1806

Died—November 25, 1898.

WILLIAM HUMPHREY

Commander—1869

Born—June 12, 1828

Died—January 15, 1899.

ALEXANDER L. PATRICK

Commander—1898

Born—September 7, 1836

Died—March 26, 1900.

S
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of the Republic, Department of Michigan, to take such

action as will further such an arrangement.

Respectfully submitted,

WM. F. TIEFEXTHAL,

Of Division Council, Mich. Div., S. of V."

The Committee on Resolutions made the following re

port which was unanimously adopted:

Your Committee on Resolutions to whom was referred

the resolution offered by Comrade C. T. S. Cook of Post

No. 312, respectfully report that they have considered

the same and believe it to be impractical. We believe the

reverence and honor due to our soldier dead should come,

and believe that it does come, heartily and voluntarily

from the hearts of loyal comrades and citizens.

And that to undertake to raise money by a tax to pay

the expense of properly observing Memorial Day would

lead to strife and discord which would very much lessen

and take from the spontaneous and loyal observance

which that day now receives.

We therefore recommend that the resolution lie on the

table.

A. MILNES,

Chairman.

The Committee to whom was referred the report of

the Assistant Adjutant General, reported as follows, and

the items were passed upon by the Encampment sepa

rately :

Your Committee to whom was assigned the report of

the Assistant Adjutant General, beg leave to submit the

following recommendations on matters relating to said

report.

First. We recommend that the blanks for reports of

Posts as to amounts of relief furnished to comrades or

their dependents, be so changed as to include (in separate

item), a statement (or estimate if definite statement can

not be made) of amount of relief furnished by individuals

or societies, other than the Grand Army of the Republic

or its auxiliaries.

Upon motion the recommendation was laid upon the

table.
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Second. We recommend that the sum of $100.00 be ap

propriated to recompense the Assistant Adjutant Gen

eral for extra work of his office, in keeping the corres

pondence and records relative to the Assistant Quarter

master General's office for the ensuing year.

Upon motion the recommendation was adopted.

Third. We recommend that the sum of $50.00 for the

Department Commander, and $35.00 each for the Assist

ant Adjutant General and Assistant Quartermaster Gen

eral be appropriated to help defray the expenses of these

officers at State and National Encampments for the en

suing year.

The motion to adopt the recommendation was lost.

Fourth. We most heartily recommend and urge the

Legislature to enact a law prohibiting the wearing of a

Grand Army badge or button or other insignia of an ex-

soldier by anyone not authorized to do so by virtue of

actual service and the regulations of the Order, and that

the Department Commander and Officers be made a spec

ial committee to secure the enactment of a suitable stat

ute on this subject.

This recommendation was unanimously adopted.

C. C. PHILLIPS,

ED. C. ANTHONY,

\VM. H. EDDY,

Committee.

Upon motion the report of the Committee as acted

upon seriatim, was adopted.

The hour for the Special Order of business, the Election

of Officers having been announced by the Department

Commander, the time for the making of nominating

speeches was, upon motion, limited to three minutes.

The Department Commander—The Assistant Adjutant

General will call the roll of districts for nomination for

Department Commander.

Upon the call of the Fifth District, Comrade A. 15.

Morse of Post No. 211, took the platform and spoke as

follows :

Comrades—I have been drafted—a willing substitute

12



90 TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

to perform a pleasing duty. I shall make no extended

speech ; it is not necessary. I name for Department Com

mander. E. M. Allen of" Post 132, Portland. He has a

military history and a civil history. His military history

is that of many another among us. He enlisted in a New

York regiment as a private, early in the war, and stayed

until near its close; promoted by degrees for his gallantry

until he became a captain; leaving service with honorable

wounds received in defense of his country.

His civil history is one of which any man may justly

be proud. He has lived the better part of his commercial

life in Ionia county. He has been honest, energetic,

frank, kind and manly. He has been the mainstay of the

Grand Army in our section. His time and money has

been freely given to our service. Upon his silver tongue

have we depended at camp fires and other patriotic oc

casions. He has won the respect and confidence of the

business world; and the love and esteem of his comrades.

I hope he will be selected as our Commander.

The nomination of Comrade Allen was seconded by

very many Comrades, and the completion of the calling

of the roll by the Assistant Adjutant General showing

no more nominations for the office of Department Com

mander, Comrade Louis Kanitz of Post 7, moved that the

Assistant Adjutant General cast the vote of the Encamp

ment for Comrade E. M. Allen. The motion was sup

ported and the election of Comrade Allen to the office of

Department Commander was officially announced.

Comrade Allen was escorted to the platform and re

ceived with hearty applause. He spoke as follows:

Commander and Comrades—I thank you most sincerely

for this expression of your confidence. To be Commander

of the Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Mich

igan, is well worthy the ambition of any man. I have

long cherished it, hoped and prayed that sometime it

would enter into the hearts of my Comrades to bestow

upon me this honor. The distinction is doubly prized to

day, coming as it does, by your unanimous action. I can

bring to this office little beyond an earnest desire to serve

the Department by every possible means within my

power, and to exemplify to every Comrade that fraternal
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feeling which is one of the cardinal principles upon which

we build. Since those eventful years when it was my

honor to take step and touch with you upon historic bat

tlefields, I have loved the Grand Army of the Republic

with an affection born of a common peril.

Profoundly impressed with the honor and responsibil

ities which you delegated to me, such ability as I have I

freely tender to you. I ask your cordial cooperation in

all our efforts to build up and strengthen our order. Let

us extend the hand of encouragement, assistance and re

straint, if need be, to more unfortunate Comrades, that

we may weave a more brilliant history for the Grand

Army in the future than the past has known, so will we

prove that passing years have not impaired our devotion

or usefulness. May fraternity, charity and loyalty in

spire thought and deed until the old soldier shall prize

his Comrades as his firmest, truest friends outside the

circle of his family. Comrades, I thank you.

The Department Commander—The next in order is the

election of the Senior Vice Department Commander.

Comrade J. O. Bellaire, Post 5—Commander and Com

rades—In accordance with our custom to give to the city

in which we hold our annual Encampments the office of

the Senior Vice, I take great pleasure in presenting on

behalf of the united voice of the Comrades of the several

Posts of Grand Rapids, the name of Comrade Theodore

C. Putnam of Post 5, for Senior Vice Commander of the

Department.

Upon motion of Comrade S. M. Kent, Post 5, the As

sistant Adjutant General cast the vote of the Encamp

ment and Comrade Putnam was declared elected.

The Department Commander—The Encampment will

proceed to the election of Junior Vice Commander.

Comrade Burroughs. Post 384—I desire to present for

the office of Junior Vice Commander, a Comrade well

known to this Department as an earnest worker in the

ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic. Comrade S. J.

Lawrence of Tost 270.

There being no further nominations for that office, the
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Assistant Adjutant General was instructed to cast the

vote of the Encampment for Comrade Samuel J. Law

rence, Post 270, for Junior Vice Department Commander,

and Comrade Lawrence was declared elected.

The Department Commander—The next office is that of

Medical Director.

Comrade L. H. Ives, Post 441, placed in nomination

for Medical Director, Comrade W. W. Root of Post 441.

Seconds came from the entire sixth district, and there

being no further nominations the Assistant Adjutant

General was instructed to cast the vote of the Encamp

ment for Comrade W. W. Root of Post 441 who was de

clared elected Medical Director.

The Department Commander—You will proceed to the

election of Department Chaplain.

Comrade Jerome W. Turner, Post 205, presented the

name of Isaac E. Springer of Post 24, for the office of

Department Chaplain.

Comrade O. B. Curtis of Post 17, nominated Comrade

Henry S. White of Post 202 for the same office.

Comrade R. D. Dix of Post 39, presented the name of

Comrade E. A. Hoffman, Post 14.

Comrade Hoffman's nomination was seconded by Com

rade C. C. Phillips, Post 19, on behalf of the fourth dis

trict.

Comrade White's nomination was seconded by Com

rades Brown of Post 279, Walbridge of Post 395, Carring-

ton, Post 278, Brown of Post 294.

The Department Commander upon motion, appointed

Comrades Berry of Post 263, Aldrich of Post 157, Brown

of Post 294 as tellers on the vote for Department Chap

lain.

Pending the vote on Department Chaplain, the Commit

tee on Resolutions made the following report:

Comrades—Your Committee on Resolutions to whom
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was referred the resolution offered by Wm. F. Tiefen-

thal, of the Michigan Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,

in reference to inviting said organization to hold their

State Encampment at the same time and place with the

Grand Army of the Republic, respectfully report that they

have had said request under consideration and would sub

mit the following resolution, and move its adoption :

Resolved, That the State Encampment of the Depart

ment of Michigan, G. A. R. now in session, do hereby ex

tend an invitation to the Michigan Division, Sons of Vet

erans, U. S. A., to hold their State Encampment for 1901

at same time and place with the Department of Michigan

Grand Army of the Republic.

A. MILNES,

Chairman.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

The Department Commander—You will listen to the

report of the tellers on election for Department Chap

lain.

The tellers announced—

Whole number of votes cast 298

Necessary to a choice 150

Comrade Springer has 41

Comrade Hoffman has 106

Comrade White has 151

Upon motion the election of Comrade White to the

office of Department Chaplain was made unanimous.

The Department Commander—You will now proceed to

the election of five members of the Council of Administra

tion.

Comrades O. B. Curtis of Post 17, J. O. Bellaire of Post

5, E. T. Carrington of Post 278, Ogden Tomlinson of Post

269 and A. M. Van Wormer of Post 75, were respectively

nominated and upon motion the Assistant Adjutant Gen

eral cast the vote of the Encampment for each one and

they were declared elected.

The Department Commander—The next order of bus

iness is the election of Delegates and Alternates to the
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Thirty-fourth National Encampment to be held in Chica

go in August next. The Assistant Adjutant General

will announce the number that this Department is enti

tled to.

The Assistant Adjutant General—This Department is

to elect one Representative-at-Large and one Alternate-at-

Large, and in pursuance of the action of the last National

Encampment, which increased the ratio of representation

by the various Departments from one in each 1,000 to

one in each 750, this Department will be entitled to 20

Representatives and Alternates in addition to the one-at-

large.

Upon motion the Assistant Adjutant General was in

structed to cast the vote of the Encampment for Com

rade John T. Spillane of Post 17 for Representative-at-

Large and for H. A. Backus of Post 17 for Alternate-at-

Large.

The twelve Congressional districts of the State through

the several secretaries appointed at district meetings,

then reported the following named Comrades as Repre

sentatives and Alternates, and upon motion the Assistant

Adjutant General cast the vote of the Encampment for

them and they were declared elected.

REPRESENTATIVES.

Dist. -

. 1. Samuel W. Burroughs, Post 384, Detroit.

2. A D. Jackson. Post 274, Milan.

3. Phillip D. Miller, Post 303. Schoolcraft.

4. -Ashabel W. Snyder. Post 72, Three Rivers.

5. John C. Christenson, Post 29, Grand Rapids.

6. John W. Begi?. Post 145, Flint.

7. E. S. Pettit, Post 98, Port Huron.

8. O. F. Webster, Post 205, Owosso.

9. Wm. E. Thorp, Post 26, Hart.

10. Charles M. Ramsay, Post 224, Cheboygan.

11. James F. Filmore, Post 173, Carson City.

12. Edward C. Anthony, Post 300, Negaunee.
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ALTERNATES.

Dist.

1. Charles Dupont, Post 384, Detroit.

2. Daniel J. Willson, Post 48, Jackson.

3. W. D. Brainerd, Post 111, Eaton Rapids.

4. Joseph R. Edwards, Post 47, Dowagiac.

5. Melvin Stillson, Post 1, Soldiers' Home.

6. Jjames M. Greenfield, Post 80, Flushing.

7. N. N. Green, Post 188, Hadley.

8. Thos. M. Champlin, Tost 375, Saginaw.

9. L. P. Judson, Post 372, Benzonia.

10. Henry W. Simms, Post 67, Bay City.

11. Henry C. Stoddard, Post 198, Reed City.

12. Chas. D. Blanchard, Post 300, Marquette.

The following Comrades were placed in nomination as

Representatives and Alternates to the National Encamp

ment and upon instructions to cast the ballot of the En

campment the Assistant Adjutant General declared each

one elected.

REPRESENTATIVES.

Orrin Bump, Post 419, Bay City.

F. Schneider, Post 42, Lansing.

E. E. Lewis, Post 109, Coldwater.

Wm. R. Jones, Post 7, Muskegon.

A. B. Weston, Post 381, North Branch.

H. A. Chapin, Post 31, Paw Paw.

D. C. Spear, Post 10, Azalia.

Wellington Rasco, Post 350. Sand Lake.

ALTERNATES.

L. H. Ives, Post 441, Mason.

Oscar Palmer, Post 240, Grayling.

E. G. Spalding, Post 98, Port Huron.

J. H. Harter, Post 64, Niles.

James H. Conner, Post 143, Caro.

Walter S. Cole, Post 238, Coopersville.

J. R. Stephenson, Post 5, Grand Rapids.

W. C. Parker, Post 408, Grand Rapids.

Upon motion a recess was taken until 2:30 p. m.

-'
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SECOND DAY.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Encampment was called to order promptly at 2:30

p. m.. Department Commander Pealer in the chair.

The Department Commander announced a committee

from the Woman's Relief Corps in waiting at the Out

post and appointed an escort of six Comrades who waited

upon the ladies and presented them to the Department

Commander upon the platform, and he, calling the En

campment to its feet, ordered the salute of the Order

given, which was accompanied with great applause.

The Department Commander then introduced Past

Department President Mrs. A. M. Bliss, who, in brief but

most appreciative words conveyed to the Encampment

the greetings of the Woman's Relief Corps then in An

nual Convention, and said that she was instructed to give

to the Department Commander the following as the re

port of the Department President to the Encampment:

To R. R. Pealer, Department Commander:

The following is the annual report of Relief Work for

the current year, from March 31, 1899, to March 31, 1900:

Cash expended for relief $2,082 33

Estimated relief, other than cash 3,618 52

Total $5,700 85

Number of Soldiers assisted 461

Total number of persons assisted 2,699

Relief from Department funds, Emma Johnson. . $30 00

Relief from Department funds, Mrs. Freeman. .. 5 00

Relief from Department funds, Mrs. Handalin. . 5 00

Amount of money turned over to posts 1,649, 05

Fraternally in F., C. and L.,

MARY A. MAYNARD,

Department President.

The Department Commander then introduced in turn

each of the following named ladies of the committee, who

recognizing the work to be done by the Encampment,

spoke most briefly and were each most cordially cheered.
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Past Department Presidents—Mrs. Sarah A. C. Plummer;

Mrs. Mary A. MeConnelly; Mrs. Emma Knapp; Mrs.

Abbie R. Flagg; Mrs. Cornelia S. Perry.

The Department Commander answered the ladies on be

half of the Encampment and presented to each a Depart

ment badge.

The committee of ladies having retired the business of

the Encampment was resumed.

The committee upon the address of the Department

Commander announced their readiness to report.

The Senior Vice Commander took the chair and the

committee made the following report which was unani

mously adopted:

Grand Rapids, Mich., June 8th, 1900.

Your committee to whom was referred the report of the

Department Commander, respectfully report that they

have carefully examined the same, and respectfully re

port as follows:

We concur in the recommendation of the Commander

that the societies of the Ladies of the G. A. R., whore they

exist should consolidate with the Woman's Relief Corps,

as it is the only organization recognized by the Grand

Army of the Republic as an auxiliary. The two societies

are working for the one object, and should bear in mind

that in union they can accomplish more for the same cause

than they can as separate organizations.

Regarding the recommendation in reference to the

death of Past Commander A. L. Patrick, your committee

endorse the recommendation of the appointment of a

committee to adopt appropriate resolutions, and recom

mend that the same be spread upon the minutes of this

Encampment.

We earnestly hope that the Commander's suggestion

regarding the erection of a monument to the deceased

soldiers and sailors of Michigan will be carried out, and

your committee is of the opinion if the matter is properly

presented to our State Legislature that it will meet with

prompt action on their part.

The recommendation covering the addition to the

Woman's annex to the Soldier's Home, in as far as the

erection of kitchen, laundry, dining room and hospital

13
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accommodations are heartily concurred in by your com

mittee and prompt action in the matter is recommended.

Your committee appreciates the efforts of the adminis

tration in curtailing expenses, but regrets that it was

considered necessary to dispense with the services of a

stenographer. We are of the opinion that a stenographic

report of the proceedings of our Encampment is abso

lutely necessary.

All other recommendations of the Commander are gen

erally concurred in by your committee.

In regard to the matter of pensions referred to by the

Department Commander, we congratulate the Command

er of the Department upon the successful work of the

National Committee of the Grand Army of the Republic

in securing the passage of the recent addition to our pen

sion laws, and recognize the earnest cooperation of our

Department Commander.

Your committee recommends that an appropriation

not exceeding thirty-five ($35) dollars be made out of anyT

money in the treasury for the purpose of purchasing a

badge for our retiring Commander.

Respectfully submitted,

A. T. BLISS,

CHARLES R. MILLER,

E. T. CARRINGTON,

JOHN NORTHWOOD.

The following resolution offered by Comrade Springer,

Post 24, was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the appreciative thanks of this Encamp

ment be given to our retiring Commander for his gen

erous donation of $100.00 to cover unexpected expenses

at the last National Encampment.

Comrade H. S. White, Post 20, moved that the address

delivered by the Department Commander at Kalamazoo

on last Memorial Day, be printed in the journal of this

Encampment. The motion was adopted.

The following is the Memorial address:

"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Comrades and Sol

diers of our late war:
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"I appreciate the honor of an invitation to address the

patriotic and intelligent people of your beautiful city on

this day which has been so long dedicated to the memory

of the soldiers and sailors who fought and died for the

flag and the union of the whole country, in the war from

1861 to 1865.

"A grateful people made this a holiday, to be kept as a

sacred memory day, and it is in keeping with its purpose -

as well to make it educational. It is our National Sab

bath and should be kept inviolate. A vigorous, patriotic

and virtuous people will not forget the names, deeds and

graves of their heroes. Only a degenerate people does

this. A tendency to forget is a symptom of decline, and

a sad decline indeed must come over any people before

they forget their benefactors.

"Again the appreciation which people showfor the sac

rifices, devotion and heroism of the past, not only be

speaks their own intelligence, gratitude and patriotism,

but is an inspiration to the young of the time, and will

be for those who come after them. Therefore a large

measure of responsibility comes to those of the present

in the observance of this day.

"We are not called upon now to lay down our lives for

our country, but to uphold its honor and dignity, and

advance and defend those things which promote the pub

lic good, to contend for proper education, purity in pol

itics and integrity in official positions. It is ours to en

joy the blessings of peace, the grand development, mater

ial prosperity, power and prestige wrought for our coun

try by our soldiers of all wars; and it has been said that

some people accept these blessings as thanklessly as they

accept the sunshine and the rain ; but we ought to make

manifest our gratitude and appreciation for the influence

it will have on the future thought and life of the nation.

It is ours to battle for correct public sentiment and to

wage war on that which corrupts, impairs or undermines.

The national vigor of the future will depend on our keep

ing the present springs of national life pure.

ITS TRUE OBSERVANCE.

"This is the day to teach patriotism and all the lessons

which promote good citizenship. We should keep it as

devotedly as Canada now observes *Empire Day' for the

4
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purpose of teaching their children loyalty to their

country. Let not the importance of properly observing

it in every community be ever questioned. Down with

the thoughtlessness and tendency to make this a day of

public sports. The class which plans such programs,

embraces among others in its ranks,' those who forget

their obligations as citizens of this glorious land, and who

-do not exert their influence for the credit and vigor of the

state.

"In making these observations we must not be consid

ered unmindful of the general observance of the day and

the almost universal public sentiment which favors it.

It is only to the exceptions to the rule, and to the ten

dency of a class, to which public attention is challenged,

and which requires that the headlights of a patriotic pub

lic sentiment should be turned on. Among the things

which have been the outgrowth of the ceremonies of this

day is a memorial service by many of the orders of the

land, and another which has contributed to our patriot

ism is the schoolhouse flag—

'Hail, purest flag on land or sea,

It moves the world toward liberty.'

"The response to the requests to have this day generally

kept sacred this year have been generous indeed. Every

where we have had the friendly aid of the press, and we

trust in the future we shall have the effective aid of every

educational institution in the State, in strengthening

public sentiment in its behalf and in forbidding its viola

tion. We ought as one man protest against and condemn

all programs which tend to belittle its importance, and to

divert the attention of the young, and thereby defeat its

purposes and destroy its influence for good. The efforts

of the Grand Army of the Republic in teaching loyalty

have not been in vain.

SOLDIERS OP '98.

"The thoughtful must be impressed with the great in

fluence our Memorial services have had upon the country.

They have not been held for the glory of the surviving sol

diers, or for the dead which heed not our ceremonies.

We believe the patriotic spirit everywhere manifest at

the commencement of our late war was largely due to

^'
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the lessons taught, and the inspiration given by our pro

cessions, banners, music, recitations and -addresses.

There were states where our ceremonies were few and

far between, but the eyes of the young all over our land

caught sight of the flag, and the ears of all our people

caught the music of the union. The people of the south

land have vied with those of the north in making a loyal

record. With a purpose not to be outdone in patriotic

endeavor, they plunged into our last conflict to do and to

die, if need be, for their country's honor and old glory.

But a few days ago at the editor's banquet in Chicago,

it was the proud boast of Clark Howell, Atlanta's gifted

editor and orator, that Georgia had sent more soldiers

in proportion to the populaton, to the Cuban war, than

any other State in the union. We all recognize the na

tional importance of such loyal sentiment. By common

consent and especially with the approval of the Grand

Army of the Republic, the ceremonies of this day have

been broadened, and we come, I trust, with tributes in our

hearts and flowers in our hands for the memory of the fal

len of our late war also. And we can but first turn aside

for the moment, in fancy, and strew flowers over the

young soldiers' graves and pay a tribute to their loyalty

and gallantry. The soldiers of '61 are the fathers of those

of '98 and I am sure every old soldier will join with me

in saying, 'All honor and glory to those who so gloriously

responded to their country's call and fought so heroically

in the cause of humanity.'

We do not overlook the fact that in some measure the

stirring events of the war for the union have lost their

luster and interest to the public, and for the time are

overshadowed by the heroes and heroic deeds of the

Spanish war, which are uppermost in the minds of the

young, and I fancy, to speak of the heroism of our late

soldiers and sailors, of the naval battle at Manila and

Santiago, and the soldiers' charge at El Caney and San

Juan, and of the surrender and withdrawal of the cruel

Spanish from the western continent, and of what has been

achieved for mankind and the new glory which has been

brought to our flag, would receive a more hearty response

than any address will now receive touching the bloody

times from 1861 to 1865.
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SOLDIERS OF '61.

"But I must be true to duty and to history. We cannot

afford to forget what day this is, or for what purpose it

was set apart, or to wholly turn aside from its original

purposes. Gettysburg and Vicksburg, Chickamauga and

the Wilderness, Missionary Ridge and Appomattox, still

live in memory and yet have a mighty meaning and in

fluence. The mighty hosts which assembled on these

fields with their equipments of war, the awful conflicts,

the heroic dead, and momentous questions which were

settled come up before me. More men were killed and

wounded in the battle of Gettysburg alone than were

lost in all our previous wars. It can not be too often re

iterated, and I challenge your attention again to the fact

that without the sacrifices, achievements and triumphs

of the union army in the civil war, of which our young

people know nothing except through tradition, history,

Memorial Day addresses and the like, the magnificent

development and vigor of our nation .which we have wit

nessed, could not have followed. If the rebellion had tri

umphed and the doctrine of secession had been estab

lished, the union would have been torn to pieces and our

strength and glory as a people would have vanished, and

we never would have attained the might and influence

of these later years. Without our war for the union

which also struck the shackles from more than 4,000,000

slaves, Cuba would have scarcely dreamed of freedom

or independence. We would have been powerless to en

gage in a war beyond our own borders, and we never

would have attempted to go to the relief of the oppressed

Cubans ; and their oppressors would not have been driven

from this continent and would have still defied us by

practicing their cruelties at our very doors. Without the

union we would not have had a magnificent navy of Olym-

pias, Baltimores, Brooklyns and Oregons, with their

mighty enginery of war. These were all the result of

union, of its aggregate wealth, skill, foresight and intel

ligence, and the real foundation of the power, prestige

and success of today was laid in the trenches of the war

for the preservation of the union.

"All that was dear to us and valuable was involved in

that awful conflict, and the wisdom of then sustaining

President Lincoln and the government has long since been

fully vindicated.
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" *The union, it must and shall be preserved,' should

still be our watchword.

"The fittest place for man to die is where he dies for

man.

"No one who felt the first shock of the Civil War, who

saw the young men drop their peaceful pursuits and bid

good bye to their mothers, wives, and children and break

away from all endearments of home and friends to under

go all the hardships and perils of war, and who has seen

them in the camp and on exhausting march, hungry,

ragged dust-covered, foot-sore, and sick, and who has

been with them in storms and cold and saw them sleeping

in the mud and under the snow, who has watched with

them in the lonely vigils, witnessed the scenes the night

before the battle, and has seen them engaged in the fear

ful combat of the day, can be other than generous to their

memories. And now while we stand around the soldiers'

graves with uncovered heads, not alone mindful of those

near by, but as it were, in the presence of more than 300,-

000 who bade adieu to loved ones and home, and holding

aloft the stars and stripes, marched away with loyal

hearts and patriotic step to the fields of war, but who

never came back and are now sleeping the soldiers' death

sleep, mostly in the far off south land, it is proper to in

quire for a moment, in what cause our heroes died, what

brought on the war in which they fell, with what foe did

they contend, what were their sacrifices and what was

gained by them, that we should observe this day as a

'National Memorial Day.' And it is also fitting that the

young should be reminded what it cost in blood to save

this Union, that they may appreciate it more fully, learn

to love the flag and be moved to patriotic deeds.

"And I beg the indulgence of those who know all these

things, and invite the attention of those who do not, while

1 briefly answer.

SLAVERY.

"We all know slavery existed before the Union was

formed, and when the delegates came together to frame

our constitution, their purpose was not only to form a

more perfect union, but also to protect their local institu

tions, and they were quite as zealous in this latter work

as in the former. Selfishness held a seat along side of

.

'
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patriotism. In order, therefore to secure an agreement

and the adoption of the constitution, the convention

recognized slavery. Not because it added strength to the

national fabric, but because it was demanded by those

whose support was essential. There were great men of

the times who saw the evils of slavery but the masses did

not. The change we now observe marks the growth of

the public mind. 'God moves in a mysterious way his

wonders to perform.' The unfolding of reforms comes in

His own good time. Let those who are battling for the

right not be discouraged. It is now clear that the for

mation of the Union was a great step forward, for slavery

was abolished as a result of the war for the preservation

of the Union.

"This question of slavery had agitated the public mind

at intervals, the feeling was most intense at times, and

the right of extension was claimed until the year 1860,

when the election gave us the immortal Lincoln. There

was then no legal way for the nation to interfere with

slavery in the slave states, but *whom the Gods would

destroy they first make mad.' So in this case; so with the

Spaniards when they persisted in their cruelties and "the

Maine was blown up. The Southern leaders became angry

over the result of the election and refused to further abide

by the constitution and the law of majorities, and finally

fired on Fort Sumpter and this fired the national heart

and opened the way for emancipation.

"No act of oppression on the part of the government

was ever alleged as an excuse for the rebellion. It was

a causeless breach of the national compact. Great and

good men, foreseeing the horrors of war, begged them to

forbear, and endeavored to dissuade them, but the elo

quence of the orator was unheeded and the peaceful plans

of the statesmen were spurned and rejected.

THE UNION.

"The question then became one of the preservation of

the Union and the maintenance of its supreme authority,

whether the republic founded by our forefathers should

continue or be broken into fragments; whether the flag

we have learned to love so well should still proudly wave

over this whole land or be insulted and trampled in the

dust; whether the declaration of independence and the

constitution should be respected or rejected.
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"Some of the southern states quietly prepared for

war before President Lincoln was inaugurated, and to

ward spring in 1861, seized most of the forts, arsenals, and

other government property within their bounds and

wholly defied the authority of the government, and at

tempted to withdraw from the Union and organize a

southern confederacy. This new government was speed

ily organized and inaugurated amidst great enthusiasm;

booming cannon, ringing bells, waving flags, and shouting

masses were made to proclaim its endorsement by the

people of the south. They organized great armies, their

most enthusiastic and courageous young men formed in

line, facing to the north and moved away to the front.

They proved to be no mean foe. They could stand and

shoot better than the Spaniards and as well as we. It

could not be said of them, 'It was no task or glory to

vanquish them.' As soldiers they were confident and true

as steel to their cause. There was little treachery in their

ranks. They were brave and on the alert to snatch a

victory. When besieged they were patient, vigilant and

ever ready to repel an attack. Many of them, and es

pecially those under Lee, fought like tigers. There was

no stampede in the ranks of his army. The men who

fought in Bloody Lane at Antietam, or charged upper

Picket at Gettysburg or fought in the angle of death at

Spottsylvania or at Snod Grass Hill were well organized,

determined, and not wanting in bravery. And thus for

four long years they defied the government and fought

with a valor of a people striking and struggling for liberty

rather than to disrupt this glorious Union, so that they

might hold a race in bondage.

"This was the cause of the war and this was the foe

with , which our fallen heroes fought. These were the

qualities they had to meet and overcome. It was this

my young friends, that made it necessary for our govern

ment to have a great army, and that justified it in going

to war, and in calling our fathers, brothers, and friends

away from their homes to battle in its defense and to die

in its cause. It was a severe test of men. Business,

family and political friends were severed and arrayed

against each other.

14
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THE WAR.

"The war proper commenced in the gray dawn of April

12, 1861. Then came the first flash of the rebellion from

a rebel mortar battery in Charleston harbor. A bomb

shell went up with lighted fuse and fell upon Fort Sump-

ter and with its explosion came the first shock of war.

This suspended the business of peace and inaugurated

that of war. It put aside discussion and the remedy of

the statesman. As the report of that gun left the harbor

and swept out over the hills and valleys of the North, it

caught every loyal ear and fired every patriot's heart. It

aroused and moved the masses to patriotic deeds and

organized the boys in blue.

"The government was wholly unprepared for war. There

had been treason in the cabinet. Our navy was scattered

abroad, our troops were few and far between, and our

arms were inferior. There was treachery in the ranks.

Officers who had been educated at government expense,

and had been given positions of honor and responsibility,

and who had sworn to support the constitution and the

laws, deserted their posts and took command of rebel

forces, but to the honor of the common soldiery, it is said

that no private in the ranks of the regular army deserted

his flag or enlisted against the Union.

"Repeated calls for troops were made until 2,800,000

musters had been made'. The spirit in which the signal

for help was answered is shown by the prompt response.

The boys left the schools, the factories, stores and farms.

They came from every hamlet, town and city. They were

not the gray haired, broken-down, old men you see here

today. They were the young, vigorous, cheerful, and

ambitious young men of their time. They came singly

and in groups, formed into companies and regiments, and

on and on they came, and away to the front they marched,

with banners flying and with drums beating, cheered by

the loved ones left behind. To the first call,for 75,000

came 92,000, to the second call for 500,000 came 700,000,

to the third call for 300,000 came 421,000. The fires of

patriotism burned brightly then. These men were true

loyal men, they were not hirelings. They fought not for

conquest, revenge or spoils. They were never a menace

to the government. They loved the whole country better
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than a part. They believed in national unity, and that

under it we could attain the greatest degree of prosperity,

security, and happiness. They believed in the law of

majorities and that the public will should be expressed by

the ballot and not by the sword, and when so expressed

should be respected. They did not propose to divide our

Father of Waters, our growing country with its miles of

sea coast, commerce and wealth with organized rebellion.

They believed that it was to the interest of all coming

generations as well as their own, that the Union should be

preserved, and finally they came to believe that it was

best that the institution of slavery should no longer dis

turb our peace or blight the fairest portion of our land,

but that the bond should go free. These were the pur

poses for which they fought.

"It was a great war in which our heroes fell. The

names of over a million men were on the rolls and about

800,000 were in the Union ranks when the war closed.

Over 2,200 engagements of all kinds are reported. Many

of these have faded from memory, yet brave boys died in

these as heroically as at Gettysburg. Their surviving

Comrades only know how they fell. Their remains are

mouldering on the hill sides, and in the swamps and

ravines of the south.

Soldiers' graves are thickly scattered.

O'er the valley and the lea,

They are sleeping on the mountains.

They are sleeping by the sea.

"Of the number mustered in, over 320,000 went down

to death from all causes and about 500,000 were wounded

up to the close of the war. They are in our national ceme

teries all over the south. Sixteen thousand sleep at

Arlington on the farm of Gen. Lee. Fifteen thousand at

Fredericksburg. Nashville and Vicksburg each have

about 16,000. A large number are at Memphis, Marietta,

Chancellorsville and Chattanooga. They are at Anderson-

ville and Salsbury and in 79 national cemeteries in all to

the number of 318,878 and the graves of 141.000 are mark

ed unknown. These did not die in vain, but as Lincoln

said, *that the nation under God, should have a new

birth of freedom, and that government of the people, and

for the people, and by the people, should not perish from

this earth.'
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SOLDIER'S SACRIFICE.

"We get but little idea of a soldier's sacrifice from an

account of a great battle. These men faced death in a

hundred ways, and met it bravely when it came. They

were tried by disease in the field and hospital, they lan

guished in loathsome prisons and prison pens, they watch

ed on the lonely picket post the long night hours away, in

driving, drenching'storms and through the cold and chill

ing mists. They marched in winter's cold and summer's

heat, through August dust and April mud. Many a time

they were kept for weeks in constant contact with the

enemy, sometimes burrowed in the sand, in part protected

from the foeman's rifle, but unsheltered from the storms

or scorching sun. Sometimes only a narrow intrench-

ment, which they could not cross and dare not leave

separated them from the foe. They were where it would

have been death to go over and death to go away. Many

times charging through great obstacles under a murder

ous fire or repelling a determined assault. At other times

waiting i-n line through the long night to repel an ex

pected attack, or marching all night on by-ways or

through fields and forests to surprise the enemy at day

break. Oftimes going forward with full ranks, with

great hope and promise of victory, but coming back with

shattered columns and defeated, only cheered by the

thought that they would find the way to victory if it took

all summer. Sometimes with scant rations and some

times with none. Many a time they lay with naught above

them but the sky, and nothing beneath them but the

ground, and dreamed of the hour when they should

come marching home, but alas, many never came. Two

dear Comrades of mine who had tented, marched, and

fought with me nearly three long years were killed but

a few days before the surrender of Gen. Lee, one, two days

and the other nine. The first is among the unknown at

Farmville and the latter lay twenty-six days unburied at

Five Forks, Virginia. These are but illustrations. It is

easy to say that we lost 23,000 at Gettysburg, 18,000 at

Chancellorsville, or in all the battles of the Wilderness in

cluding Spottsylvania 33,000, but it is terrible for a sur

vivor of these scenes to think of. Words here are in

adequate. If I could cause you to hear the terrible roar

of musketry as it took place in the Wilderness, see the
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killed and helpless wounded strewn over the ground and

the forest fires and stifling smoke spreading rapidly, or if

I could have you hear the awful connonade at Gettysburg

and see the assaults that were made there, and how they

were met, and the field as we saw it on the third day

strewn with blackened and swollen dead. I could better

make you understand what the sacrifices of these men

were, and what Memorial Day means to the survivors.

INSTANCES OF INDIVIDUAL BRAVERY. .

"There were thousands of instances of individual

bravery that illustrated the spirit of these men. At one

point on the line at Gettysburg our batteries were pene

trated, some of our guns spiked, but the men fought hand

to hand with handspikes, rammers, staves and stones.

They shouted 'Death on the soil of our native state rather

than lose our guns.' Young Gushing, an artillery officer,

was mortally wounded in the stomach, on the line where

General Armstadt fell leading a charge, and which is now

designated as the high water mark of the rebellion. But

holding his intestiiies in one hand, he ran his only remain

ing gun to the fence with the other, and said to General

Webb, 'I will give them one more shot,' and did, said

good bye and fell dead.

"Five color bearers of the 24th Michigan had fallen

when Col. Morrow took the flag and was at once prostrat

ed. A private then seized it and though mortally wound

ed, still held it in his grasp. Of another scene it is

recorded that the fire was most severe and every field

officer but one was killed. At this' same point, on tlie

rebel side, it is said, out of the Louisiana Tigers, 1,750

strong, but 150 were left, but they showed the spirit of

true soldiers. An officer of the 0th Wisconsin came to

his colonel, threw open his breast, displayed a ghastly

wound, and said, 'Tell them at home I died like a man.'

Gen. Rice said when mortally wounded at the Wilderness,

'Turn my eyes to the front, let me die with my face to

the foe, boys.' 'General Humphrey,' says Col. Keenan of

the 8th Pa. Cavalry, when ordered at Chancellorsville

by General Pleasanton to check the rebel General Jack- -

son's 10,000 charging column with 400, until the bat

teries could be loaded, with a sad smile said, T will

do it,' and laid down his life with most of his com-
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mand to save the army from capture. It was one of the

most heroic acts of the war, and one of greatest moment.

'All a man hath will he give for his life.' The true sol

dier obeyed orders. If ordered to march with empty

haversack they marched; if ordered to wade or swim a

stream, they crossed it; if to charge up the height as at

Missionary Ridge or Fredericksburg, they charged; if to

stand under tire with fixed bayonet or drawn sword, they

stood; if to charge a battery, they faced its shot and shell ;

if to support one, they defended it with their shot and

bayonets; if sick or wounded, they were hopeful and true.

"You have among you quite unpretending men who

jvere heroes in the strife, and some sleep in yonder ceme

tery.

"Not all the sacrifice was made by soldier. The ladies,

who can do them justice? The Sanitary and Christian

commission workers, the fathers and mothers and busi

ness men of the land all bore a noble part.

THE MEMORIAL.

"All over the land the people have gdne in solemn pro

cession today to decorate the soldiers' graves. From thou

sands of voices will go up a united strain of gratitude and

honor. We bring the sweetest fragrance of the year, the

richest colors, the most beautiful flowers, to convey tender

gratitude and dear remembrance. All honor and credit

to the fallen who died for their country.

" 'On Fame's eternal camping ground,

Their silent tents are spread,

And Glory guards with solemn round,

The bivouac of the dead.'

and

"-'Our fond hearts shall cherish a love that is true,

For all who gave life for the Red, White and Blue,

And as long as that banner shall symbol our pride,

We'll garland the graves of our comrades who died.'

"Comrades, we who live today, while we are moved

with deep emotion as we observe the citizens' tribute to

our fallen Comrades may well join hands in thankfulness.

We were spared through the war and were permitted to

hear the glad shout of victory, and see the Stars and Bars

go down and the Stars and Stripes go up, and those who

defied the government and spurned the constitution and

our laws yield and promise future obedience. And they
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are now keeping "step with the music of the Union and are

marching under the old flag. Not a star was obliterated

from Old Glory, and we have seen new ones added from

time to time. The nation has a grander life and power

than it had when Lee surrendered to Grant. And now

our banner not only waves over this whole land, but over

Cuba and Porto Rico, and has crossed the sea and is wav

ing in the Orient, not to oppress but to enlighten and

bless. It will carry with it American sanitation, educa

tion, religion, liberty and civil government. We have not

lived for ourselves alone, but we builded better than we

knew. The freedom we fought for was destined for

humanity in all lands. We have been spared for more

than a third of a century to enjoy the blessings of peace.

We have seen our Comrades honored from year to year

with dear remembrance and our helpless ones furnished

homes by the nation and state. We have been permitted

to help give direction to public thought and to aid in pre

serving the fruits of the war. And we ourselves have

been generously remembered in many ways by a grateful

people, and now while

" 'We boys in blue are getting gray,

Our ranks grow thinner day by day,

Our steps, less steady than of old

Are turning toward the Gates of Gold,

May love remain and prayers aescend

To cheer our pathway to the end.' "

The next order of business being the choice of location

for holding the next Encampment, Comrade Begg of Post

145, extended an invitation to the Comrades to meet in

1901 in the City of Flint. Comrade Begg presented the

following invitation from the Business Men's Association

and stated that every business man in the city was a

member of the Association.

Flint, Michigan, June 5, 1900.

To the Commander and Delegates of the Department of

Michigan G. A. R., and to the President and Delegates

of the Department of Michigan W. R. C. :

You are most cordially invited to hold your next State

meeting in this, "The City of Carriages."

We desire to bring you together in this, our city, to do

honor to those who re-united us into one union, and that
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our streets may again echo the sounds and our eyes may

see the reflections of the times of 1861.

We will not be unmindful of the duty and privilege of

which this occasion will afford, and we will make an

especial effort to make this an occasion long to be re

membered.

JOSEPH H. CRAWFORD,

President of the Business Men's Association.

EDWARD H. HOLMES,

Secretary.

Also the following resolution adopted by the common

council of Flint.

Flint, Mich., June 5, 1900.

Resolved, That the common council hereby extends to

the veterans of the Grand Army of the Republic and the

ladies of the Woman's Relief Corps of Michigan a cordial

and urgent invitation to hold their Department Encamp

ment and meeting next year in the city of Flint.

Resolved further, That in the event of the acceptance

of the foregoing invitation the common council, in behalf

of the citizens of Flint, assures the veterans and their

ladies of a hearty welcome and hospitable entertainment

during their sojourn in the city.

CHAS. CUMMINGS,

Mayor.

Comrade Van Kleeck of Post 67, extended an invitation

for the holding of the next Encampment in Bay City; but

afterwards withdrew his desire in favor of Flint, with the

request that the Encampment should consider themselves

ready to be again invited to Bay City.

Upon motion it was voted to hold the Twenty-third

Department Encampment in Flint.

Upon motion the month of June was named as the

month for holding the 1901 Encampment, the exact date

to be left to the Executive Committee.

Upon motion of Comrade Palmer, of Post 240, the

Assistant Adjutant General was instructed to employ a
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stenographer for the next Encampment at a cost not to

exceed $50.00.

The Assistant Adjutant General offered the following

which was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Encampment are

sincerely tendered to the officer of the Day, officer of the

guard and guards, detailed by Post 5 of this city, for their

services at the outposts of the Encampment during its

session.

The Department Commander—The next order of busi

ness is the installation of officers. I call upon the Assist

ant Adjutant General as the Senior Past Department

Commander, to install the officers elect.

Comrade C. V. R. Pond then proceeded with the work

of installation and duly installed Comrade E. M. Allen of

Post 132 as Department Commander; Comrade Theo. C.

Putnam of Post 5 as Senior Vice Department Com

mander; Comrade Samuel J. Lawrence of Post 270 as

Junior Vice Department Commander; Comrade W. W.

Root of Post 441, as Medical Director; Comrade Henry S.

White of Post 202, as Department Chaplain. The De

partment Commander named as his Assistant Adjut

ant General, Comrade C. V. R. Pond of Post 2 and as his

Assistant Quartermaster General Comrade H. W. Hol-

comb, of Post 132. The reappointment of Comrade Pond

was received by the Encampment with great applause.

Past Department Commander Bliss then installed the

Assistant Adjutant General and Assistant Quartermaster

General.

Comrade Pealer turned over to his successor, Comrade

Allen, with well chosen words the Charter, Flags and

Gavel of the Department, and Commander Allen accepted

the same in a manner expressing his sincere appreciation

of the high honor and attending responsibility.

Department Commander Allen announced a call for a

meeting of the Council of Administration at 4 o'clock

p. m. at Sweet's Hotel.

The Department Commander—There being no further

business to come before us, I declare the Twenty-second

15
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Annual Encampment of the Department of Michigan,

Grand Army of the Republic adjourned sine die.

Time 3 o'clock p. m., June 8, 1900.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
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UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS.

The Twenty-second Annual Encampment of the Depart

ment of Michigan was one of the most successful and

pleasant in the history of the G. A. R. in this State. The

enterprising furniture city of Grand Rapids has not for

gotten the old soldiers. Six regiments were organized in

this city during the years 1861 to '64, and the older resi

dents remember when the same gray and now aged men

who met in this Encampment marched away, young and

buoyant, hopeful and expectant, to help put down the re

bellion, and preserve the integrity of the United States of

America, and they welcome the "old boys" in a spirit of

Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, with a hospitality that

was commendable and refreshing. Ample provision had

been made for their entertainment. Headquarters were

located at Sweet's Hotel. That old hostelry was under

going repairs and was in a state of disorder downstairs,

but the proprietor and presiding genius, Comrade Judsoa

E. Rice, made everything so pleasant above, and was so

untiring in his efforts to make every Comrade comfortabk'

and happy, that this little inconvenience was unnoticed.

Comrade Rice donated large and convenient rooms for the

Department officers, and for the officers of the Woman's

Relief Corps, and his courteous treatment and Comrade

ship will long be remembered by every one whose privi

lege it was to enjoy them. The meetings were held in the

Auditorium, and no pleasanter or more convenient hall

can be found for such a purpose. It is large and well

ventilated and the acoustic properties are excellent. The

hall had been beautifully decorated by a professional, and

"Old Glory" was the prominent feature.

The Division Street Methodist church had been pro

vided for the sessions of the Relief Corps, and this too

was prettily decorated. The address of welcome was

made by the Mayor of the City, Hon. Geo. R. Perry. It

was cordial and hearty, and voiced the warm greeting

that every citizen felt. A feature of the Encampment that

added greatly to the pleasure of all the Comrades, was the
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presence of the National Commander, General Albert D.

Shaw.

At the camp-fire held on Thursday evening Comrade J.

O. Bellaire, Chairman of the Executive Committee pre

sided. An address of welcome was delivered by Amos

Musselman, Esq., President of the Board of Trade. Mr.

Musselman was a boy living near Gettysburg at the time

of the great battle there, and he heard President Lincoln

deliver his classic speech at the dedication of the Gettys

burg cemetery. His allusions to these great events pro

voked the most profound interest and emotion, and the

patriotic and stirring address of the Commander-in-Chief

with others, gave a most enjoyable evening. The great

hall which seats 3,000 people, was crowded to the doors.

A second camp-fire was held on Friday evening with an

equally large and enthusiastic audience, Captain E. M.

Allen, Commander-elect, Comrade Chas. E. Belknap and

others kept the audience laughing and crying until ad

journment, and the Twenty-second Annual Encampment

was marked with a white stone. The badge provided by

the citizens committee was one of the finest souvenirs

yet furnished the Department of Michigan.

The street railway facilities for conveying Comrades to

Beed's Lake and the Soldiers' Home were greatly ap

preciated by the veterans, who availed themselves of the

opportunity to take an outing on the beautiful lake, and

the more natural desire to see their Comrades who live

at the Home.

The hospitality of the citizens of Grand Rapids was pro

nounced and will ever be remembered by the "Boys in

Blue" who attended the Encampment.

The local Posts of the G. A. B. were by their member

ship constantly striving to properly entertain their visit

ing Comrades, and they succeeded.

To the Chairman and members of the local committee,

for various courtesies in aiding along my work, and for

the matter in these unofficial proceedings—my thanks

are tendered.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
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GENERAL ORDERS.

Headquarters Department of Michigan,

Grand Army of the Republic,

Petoskey, June 22, 1899.

General Orders, No. 1.

Having this day been elected and installed Commander of the

Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the Republic, by the

Department Encampment, I accept the position and assume the

duties of the office.

I return my heartfelt thanks to the comrades of the Depart

ment for the distinction conferred upon me, and I earnestly invite

the co-operation of all comrades in every movement made for the

good of the order; so that the best possible results may be

achieved.

The next Department Encampment will be held at Grand

Rapids in June next, and the next National Encampment will be

held in Philadelphia, September 4-9. All comrades who can are

earnestly requested to attend the National Encampment, and to

be sure to join our ranks there, so that Michigan shall have the

best possible representation. Come and help sustain the good

name and honor of your Department and State.

The Department has elected a strong delegation to the Na

tional Body.

Detroit Post, 384, has kindly tendered its services as an escort

to the Department Commander, and the same have been accepted.

Many Post officers and comrades have pledged their aid to make

our part in the National Encampment creditable to our beloved

State.

Posts are requested to report the names of comrades whom

they desire to act as Aides on my staff.

Soldiers who have never joined our order are cordially invited

to do so, and those who have fallen out of our ranks are earnestly

requested to return to membership and duty. We need your com

panionship, and you will want the comradeship, support, and

attention of our order in the hour of trial, adversity, and death.

Past Department officers and past Post-Commanders should

not forget the duty they owe their comrades. They have been

honored by them and have a voice and vote in the encampments,

and absence from these deprives their comrades of due representa

tion. Past Post Commanders too often seem to think their duty

done when their terms of office expire, and some, after having the

honor of the office, even withdraw from the order.

This ought not so to be. All are requested to attend post-meet

ings as often as possible; and cheer and aid their fathful com

rades in our work of Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty.

Let there be a closing up of the ranks and a year of harmony

and growth, notwithstanding our unavoidable loss by death.
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We fought for the law of majorities and against secession. Let

us at all times be men and acquiesce in the will of the malority

touching matters concerning Post affairs, and refuse to play as

boys sometimes do when out-voted. Every comrade has the good

name of the order in his keeping, and should avoid doing any

thing which will bring reproach upon it or impair its usefulness

and strength.

Post Commanders are requested to have General Orders Nos.

1 and 2 published in local papers, where it can be done without ex

pense, in order to reach those who will not be at post meetings.

The following appointment is announced:

Assistant Adjutant General, Comrade C. V. R. Pond, Post No. 2.

All official correspondence should be addressed to the Assis

tant Adjutant General, G. A. R., Lansing, Mich;

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Capitol, Lansing, Mich., June 24, 1899.

General Orders, No. 2. .

I. The Twenty-first Annual Encampment of this Department

held at Petoskey, Mich., June 21st and 22d, 1899, elected the fol

lowing named Comrades to office for the ensuing year:

Department Commander—Russel R. Pealer, Post 72, Three

Rivers.

Senior Vice-Department Commander—J. C. Bontecou, Post 170,

Petoskey. .

Junior Vice-Department Commander—S. H. Mallery, Post 382,

Lake Odessa.

Medical Director—Oscar Palmer—Post 240, Grayling.

Department Chaplain—D. Burnham Tracy, Post 384, Detroit

COUNCIL, OP ADMINISTRATION.

O. B. Curtis, Post 17, Detroit.

S. M. Kent, Post 5, Grand Rapids.

F. Schneider, Post 42 Lansing.

Fay Wyckoff, Post 38, Saginaw.

O. P. Carver, Post 18, Traverse City.

DELEGATES TO NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT.

1. S. S. Babcock (at large), Post 17, Detroit.

2. Wm. F. Atkinson, Post 17 Detroit.

3. Frederick Bay, Post 25, Ogden Center.

4. W. D. Southworth, Post 108, Grand Ledge.

5. Daniel E. Birdsall, Post 125, Hastings.

6. D. B. K. Van Raalte, Post 262, Holland.

7. W. W. Cook, Post 42, Lansing.

8. William Baird, Post 228, Marine City.

9. Jacob L. Ring, Post 156, St. Johns.

10. Chas. L. Brundage, Post 7, Muskegon.

II. E. T. Carrington, Post 278, West Bay City.

12. Wm. J. Mears, Post 246, Boyne Falls.

13. Curtis Buck, Post 429, lronwood.
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14. "Ren" Baker, Post 198, Reed City.

15. Albert Dunham, Post 48, Jackson.

16. Philip D. Miller, Post 303, Schoolcraft.

17. N. H. Walbridge, Post 395, Grand Rapids.

ALTERNATES.

1. John G. Berry, (at large) Post 263, Vanderbilt.

2. F. C. Trowbridge, Post 384, Detroit.

3. S. H. Avery, Post 48, Jackson.

4. J. J. Holmes, Post 11, Eaton Rapids.

5. Henry Spalding, Post 20, Hartford.

6. A. M. Apted, Post 5, Grand Rapids.

7. John McGivney, Post 120, Howell.

8. Wm. Smith, Post 233, Lamb.

9. X. M. Richardson, Post 143, Caro.

10. D. P. Averill, Post 54, Manton.

11. John R. Clark, Post 224, Cheboygan.

12. H. B. Hudson, Post 86, Maucelona.

13. Benoni Lachance, Post 289, Mackinac Island.

14. J. M. Greenfield, Post 89, Flushing.

15. Alvin Chapman, Post 19, Bangor.

16. A. G. Miller, Post 203, Stockbridge.

17. Edwin Morgan, Post 54, Manton.

II. Additional staff appointments are announced:

Assistant Quarter-Master General—Addison A. Udel, Tost 72,

Three Rivers.

Judge Advocate—Ogden Tomlinson, Post 269, Plainwell.

Department Inspector—N. M. Richardson, Post 143, Caro.

Chief Mustering Officer—Wm. J. Mears, Post 246, Boyne Falls.

Chief of Staff—Wm. T. Gage, Post 384, Detroit

SENIOR AIDE.

Jas M. Greenfield, Post 89, Flushing.

AIDES-DE-CAMP.

W. F. Lawton, Post 170, Petoskey.

Geo. A. Russell, Post 109, Coldwater.

C. W. Lake, Post 2, Quincy.

III. Further appointments as Aides to the Department Com

mander will be made upon recommendation of Post-Commanders

to the Assistant Adjustant General.

IV. The following standing committees for the year are an

nounced.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, COUNCIL OP ADMINISTRATION.

O. B. Curtis, Post 17, Detroit.

Fay Wyckoff, Post 38, Lansing.

S. M. Kent, Post 5, Grand Rapids.

COMMITTEE TO VISIT SOLDIERS' HOME.

M. Brown, Post 294, Big Rapids.

D. B. K. Van Raalte, Post 262, Holland.

Zach Aldrich, Post 157, Cassopolis.
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COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION.

William Shakespeare, Post 79, Kalamazoo.

William Jibb, Post 45 Monroe.

H. A. Chapin, Post 31, Paw Paw.

V. The Semi Annual Report and per-capita tax for the term

ending June 30th, 1899, should be sent in to Department Head

quarters at Lansing immediately after the last meeting held this

month. Failure to comply with this request, will make it impos

sible for the Asst. Adjt. Gen. to obey the Rules and Regulations of

the Order, which compel him to report to the National Head

quarters, a consolidated form of the Post returns with per-capita

tax for the same, on or.before July 20th. Posts not so reporting

are considered delinquent by the National Encampment, and the

good name of the Department for promptness is jeopardized.

The Department Commander believes that Post Adjutants and

Quartermasters will heed this request.

VI. Post Commanders will at once send the name of a capable

Comrade recommended for Post Inspector, to Department In

spector, N. M. Richardson, whose post office address is Lansing,

Mich. Rules and Regulations—Chap. V.—Art. V., require the

Inspection of Posts to be made between September first and

December thirty-first. That Inspection blanks may be received

by posts in time to comply with the Rules, it is necessary that

Post Commanders be prompt in making their recommendations.

VII. That the Department Chaplain may be able to make his

report of the observance of last Memorial Day, in this Depart

ment, to the National Chaplain-in-Chief, in July, Post Command

ers are requested to see that Post Chaplains have sent their re

ports, as previously directed to the Asst. Adjutant General, who

will see that they reach the Department Chaplain.

By Command of

Official RUSSEL R. PEALER,

C. V. R. POND. Department Commander.

Assistant Adjutant General.

Capitol, Lansing, Mich., July 29, 1899.

General Orders, No. 3.

I. As the time approaches for the holding of the 33d National

Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, in the historic

City of Philadelphia the Department Commander wishes to

urge upon the Comrades of the Department the presence of all

who can make it possible to attend without inconvenience to

themselves. Not only the visit to Independence Hall and other

points that have a place in the birthday of our Nation's history,

but the cheap side trips to Washington and to Gettysburg, add

opportunities for a journey and a visit of greater benefit than

any that has been offered our Order in some time.

The rate of fare will be one cent per mile each way, without

stop-over privileges, going and coming same route.

The rate of one fare will be made to those who desire stop

over privileges east of Pittsburg.
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The rate of one fare and the payment of $2.00 additional will

enable the purchase of a ticket via one route going and the re

turn by another route.

II. The Transportation Committee of the Department, after

a careful consideration of various routes, have selected the Michi

gan Central and the Pennsylvania Railroads for the travel of the

Headquarters train to Philadelphia in September next. The ac

tion of the Committee has been approved by the Department

Commander. Circular No. 1 has been gotten out by the com

mittee and three (3) copies of each are sent to the Adjutant of

each Post. The information therein contained should be as widely

circulated in each locality as may be of interest.

III. The Headquarters train will start from Three Rivers

Saturday, Sept. 2d, at 11:35 a. m., via the Michigan Central R. R.,

reaching Detroit at 5:30 p. m., leaving at 6:10 p. m. for Toledo,

leaving the laitter city about 8:00 p. m. over the Pennsylvania R.

R., arriving at Pittsburg for an early breakfast, 6 a. m. Harris-

burg for dinner, one o'clock p. m., arriving at Philadelphia be

tween 4 and 5 o'clock in the afternoon of Sept. 3d. The Depart

ment Commander extends a most cordial invitation to all Com

rades and their friends to accompany him upon the Headquarters

train. The arrangements for running this train are so well made

that it can be reached at Three Rivers, Jackson, Ann Arbor. De

troit or Toledo from the various connecting roads without trouble.

Where an extra expense would be incurred in taking this train,

let the cheapest route be chosen. The principal desire is to meet

at the Encampment.

IV. Michigan Headquarters in Philadelphia will be at "The

Bingham House," Room A. This house is centrally located on

Market and Eleventh streets. A most hearty welcome will be

extended to all Veterans, who are earnestly invited to call and

register and meet the Commander. Headquarters will be open to

visitors Monday morning, Sept. 4.

V. The parade has been arranged by the Local Committee to

take place Tuesday, Sept. 5. The Department Commander hopes

that every Comrade who is physically able will take part in the

parade, that our Department may continue the excellent reputa

tion it has so long enjoyed for appearance and numbers. Partic

ulars as to route and place of rendezvous for this Department

should be ascertained at Headquarters or in the papers of the

city as soon after arrival as possible.

VI. Chief of Staff Comrade William T. Gage will form the

Michigan line in the parade. Commanders of Posts or Battalions

intending to have commands in the parade will report to the

Chief of Staff at Michigan Headquarters Monday evening, Sept.

4, at 7:00 o'clock, or on the following morning at 8:30 o'clock.

Senior Aide Comrade J. M. Greenfield will take charge, under the

Chief of Staff, of the Department Aides who will report to him

at the same hours and place.

The Department Commander and a part of his official staff

will appear mounted in the parade. The cost of horse and equip

ments will be $4.00. While an invitation is extended to any who

desire, to appear mounted with him, it is specially desired that

no one may feel that there is any obligation to do so unless

specially ordered.

16
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VII. A meeting of the Representatives and all others entitled

to seats in the National Encampment will be held at the Depart

ment Headquarters Tuesday evening at 7:30 o'clock. A full at

tendance is desired, as the National Badges \?ill at that time be

given to those entitled to them.

VIII. Department Headquarters will be closed Sept. 2d. Orders

for supplies will be filled up' to August 30. No supplies will be

on sale at the Encampment.

IX. National Orders No. 9 are sent with these orders. No

further General Orders will be issued from this Department prior

to the Encampment unless special reason for such issue should

arise.

X. The Department Commander desires to respond to all re

quests for his presence at Reunions and Camp Fires when possible

to do so without a conflicting of dates. Already he has had great

pleasure in meeting his Comrades at various points, and he is

engaged for the following dates: August 9-10-16-17-18-24-25.

XI. J. B. Sweetland Post No. 488 was organized July 21st,

1899, at Edwardsburg, Cass county, by Comrade Norris Richard

son, of Post 157, as Mustering Officer. Wm. W. Sweetland is the

Commander of the new Post.

XII. Additional appointments as Aides-de-Camp on the staff

of the Department Commander are announced. They will be

obeyed and respected accordingly.

A. M. Apted, Post 5, Grand Rapids.

A. H. Eckerman, Post 7, Muskegon.

William Davey, Post 17, Detroit.

John Martin, Post 17, Detroit.

John T. Spillane, Post 17, Detroit.

R. W. Allen, Post 17, Detroit.

C. C. Phillips, Post 19, Bangor.

Henry Spaulding, Post 20, Hartford.

Geo. H. Smith, Post 35, South Haven.

Riley L. Jones, Post 38, Saginaw.

E. F. Guild, Post 38, Saginaw.

Wm. H. Colyer, Post 43, Blissfield.

R. H. Baker, Post 45, Adrian.

S. H. Avery, Post 48, Jackson.

Edwin Morgan, Post 54, Manton.

W. H. Perry, Post 56, Allegan.

B. F. Groner, Post 57, Marcellus.

E. S. Dickinson, Post 61, Gaylord.

M. H. Bumphrey, Post 72, Three Rivers.

E. S. Amidon, Post 73, Sturgis.

Henry P. Shutt, Post 79, Kalamazoo.

E. P.Muhlenberg, Post 79, Galesburg.

Clark M. Hall, Post 88, Union City.

A. D. Olmstead, Post 89, Flushing.

O. J. Andrews, Post 107, Dimondale.

J. B. Turner, Post 110, Hudson.

Geo. W. Norton, Post 111, Eaton Rapids.

Alex Gillespie, Post 116, Gaines.

J. N. Collister, Post 125, Hastings.

W. H. Ostrom, Post 133, Newaygo.
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Jared C. Thomas, Post 160, Corunna.

James Buckley, Post 170, Petoskey.

John W. Wise, Post 180, Ypsilanti.

W. F. Pumfrey, Post 182, Fremont.

L. Fromwiller, Post 186, Otisville.

Danl. N. Steedman, Post 198, Reed City.

Jerome W. Turner, Post 205, Owosso.

R. G. Mason, Post 248, Wacousta.

Fred Walden, Post 261, Wayne.

John G. Berry, Post 263, Vanderbilt.

S. T. Finney, Post 270, Ecorse.

Bentley S. Cook, Post 288, Lacota.

John D. Follmer, Post 303, Schoolcraft.

Jacob H. Guiley, Post 307, Saginaw.

A. M. Green, Post 312, Byron Centre.

N. O. Merritt, Post 326, Potterville.

J. B. Kessler, Post 358, Clayton.

Jas. M. Higgins, Post 368, Reese.

Henry Cole, Post 375, Saginaw.

A. B. Weston, Post 381, North Branch.

Robert G. Blair, Post 382, Lake Odessa.

John Elliboat, Post 393, Detroit.

Uriah Cronenvhet, Post 398, Brant.

Charles E. Murray, Post 410, Vassar.

L. G. Willcox, Post 419, Bay City.

J. Chapman, Post 425, Freeland.

John L. Buell, Post 426, Quinnessec.

John Devlin, Post 433, Detroit.

XIII. The following named Comrades having been nominated

by the' Department Inspector, to be Assistant Inspectors, they

are hereby appointed and will be obeyed and respected accord

ingly:

Howard C. Bond, Post 7. James R. Odell, Post 182.

William H. Fisher, Post 17. Chas. Moon, Post 186.

A. W. Earl, Post 35. David J. Randall, Post 198

T. M. Smith, Post 37. A. <V. Dean, Post 239.

Henry Rouse, Post 43. John A. Harris, Post 250.

Willard Stearns, Post 45. Absolam Howe, Post 261.

Joseph Ely, Post 56. S. J. Lawrence, Post 270

W. H. Smith, Post 61. Bently S. Cook, Post 288.

H. L. Asseltin, Post 78. J. L. Bradford, Post 298.

E. D. Williams, Post 82. E. F. Smith, Post 306.

Chas H. DePuy, Post 84. A. A. Palmer, Post 312.

David S. Davis, Post 86. William Downing, Post 316.

John M. Caldwell. Post 89. W. T. Spalding, Post 343.

Wm. G. Hunter, Post 104. D. H. Warren, Post 358.

John M. Spitler, Post 107. A. P. Barden, Post 368.

Norman A. Reynolds. Post 109. Victor Cromwell, Post 375.

James Dwyer, Post 110. Frank T. Schwinden, Post 384.

Elie, Cook, Post 111. William H. Pettit, Post 392.

Harker Hibbard, Post 116. Charles Kaufmann, Post 393.

Geo. H. Brooks, Post 125. Perry Crane, Post 398.

John Pittwood, Post 133. C. G. Brown, Post 404.
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William N. Stocker, Post 156. D. C. Kumbrack, Post 408.

Thomas J. Blair, Post 158. Peter Doran, Post 425.

O. F. Wilkinson, Post 160. Samuel Bassett, Post 426.

A. Worden, Post 170. John Quiglev, Post 433.

Jerome Allen, Post 180. V. W. Leland, Post 445.

C. H. McCann," Post 447.

Bv Command of

Official RUSSEL R. PEALER,

C. V. R. POND, Department Commander.

Assistant Adjutant General.

Adress wanted: Of Joseph Trumbly, Co. D, 52d Vol. Infantry,

by his brother, Saril Trumbly, Laeota, Mich.

Capitol, Lansing, Mich., Oct. 25, 1899.

General Orders, No. 4.

I. The thanks of the Department Commander are due to the

Past Department Commanders, Members of the Staff, the Com

mittee on Transportation and all Comrades who attended the

Thirty-third National Encampment at Philadelphia. Without doubt

many made personal sacrifices in order to have Michigan fully

represented. Their presence and support was highly appreciated

by the Commander. The appearance of the Department in the

Grand Parade must have been gratifying to all Comrades and

friends. No State delegation in the line of veterans (which was

six hours in marching by a given point), received more attention

from the President, or applause from the multitude of people,

or warmer words of commendation from the city press than did

our own. The fine appearance of Detroit Post, which so kindly

acted as the Commander's escort, the body of Past Department

Commanders, the outstretched mammoth Stars and Stripes

carried by the Aides and other Comrades from different parts

of the State, as well as from Post No. 72 of Three Rivers, headed

by our beautiful banner, mostly prepared by Comrade M. H.

Bumphrey, containing on the front side the words, "Old Glory-

Forward wherever destiny leads the way," and on the reverse

side, "Michigan, my Michigan—Ready ever to defend the Na

tion's honor," and these followed by Grand Old Fairbanks Post

No. 17, which is always on hand and willing to sustain the De

partment, and other devoted' Comrades from other Posts of the

State, with three bands of music distributed along our line, all

had a magnetic effect upon the thousands of onlookers, and

brought out special recognition from President McKinley, and

one continual cheer from the masses along the line from start to

finish. The Commander's ambition on that occasion was to have

Michigan appear as well as the best, and while our numbers were

not so large as those of the near by States, yet he feels that we

had a body of representative Comrades who fully sustained the

good name and credit of the Department and State.

The attendance upon the sessions of the Encampment by the

Officers, Past Department Commanders and Representatives was

very gratifying—all did their duty. Comrade Washington Gard
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ner, being the Senior Past Department Commander present, ex

cept the Assistant Adjutant General, was requested by the De

partment Commander to speak for the Department as occasion

might require, and he did so and won laurels for himself and

Michigan. Past Commander H. S. Dean faithfully and ably

represented the Department on the Committee on Resolutions

Past Department Commander A. T. Bliss was chosen a member

of the National Council of Administration to represent Michigan,

and since has been chosen by the Commander-in-Chief as a mem

ber of the Executive Committee. This is an honor to the Depart

ment.

The thanks of the Department are hereby extended to each and

every member of the Three Rivers Cornet Band, which was em

ployed as the Department Band, for their efficiency and attention

to the duty for which they were engaged; they were courteous and

attentive throughout, and merited and received general com

mendation for their music rendered.

I also take pleasure in acknowledging the presence and support

of our ever loyal auxiliary, the Woman's Relief Corps, and re

turn thanks for all courtesies extended by the President, Mrs.

Maynard, and her co-workers.

The Committee on Transportation rendered full service, and the

thanks of all are due them and the Michigan Central and Penn

sylvania Railroad Companies, for the headquarters trian and the

service and care for our comfort, and I also feel that we are

under many obligations to all the railroad companies which in any

way tranported and served the members of our Order. With but

one exception we found the railroad employes patient, attentive

and helpful, and they largely contributed toward the enjoyment

of our trip.

Amendments to the Rules and Regulations were adopted by the

National Encampment as noted in General Orders from Na

tional Headquarters No. 2, which with No. 1 have already been

sent to Post Adjutants.

The standing Committe on Pensions made a most exhaustive

report and careful review of the defects in Pension Laws and the

rulings of the Department whereby injustice appeared to have

been done applicants for pensions. The report was, after dis

cussion, recommited to the Committe with instructions, to re

port back to the Encampment suitable recommendations. The

Committee made the following Supplementary Report:

"Your Committee on Pensions respectfully presents this supple

mental report pursuant to the instructions of the Encampent.

"We respectfully direct attention to Section 471 of the Revised

Statutes of the United States, which reads as follows: »The

Commissioner of Pensions shall perform under the direction of

the Secretary of the Interior, such duties in the execution of

Pension and Bounty laws as may be prescribed by the President;'

therefore,

"Resolved, That this Encampment respectfully represents to the

President its earnest conviction that Rule No. 225, now in prac

tical effect in the adjudication of claims for Pensions, under Sec

tion 2 of the Act of June 27, 1890, in the Pension Bureau, works

grave injustice to worthy ex-soldiers and ex-sailors, and we ex

press the hope that you will find it consistent with your duties as
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an executive officer to abrogate this rule and re-establish the

principle as denned in Rule 164. Under the operation of Rule 164,

formulated and put into effect soon after the passage of this

Act, unquestionably responsive to public sentiment and based

upon sound legal propositions; in a word, the simple expression

of the letter and the spirit of the law, 400,000 names were added

te the Pension roll of the Republic, and to which no objection was

heard for years after its promulgation.

"Resolved, That this Encampment respectfully represents that

the practice in the Pension Bureau in barring widow claimants

who have an income of $96 a year is not warranted by the terms

of the law, and we warmly endorse the recommendation of the

Commissioner of Pensions to successive Secretaries of the In

terior that the limitation be increased to $250 a year.

"Resolved, That the Commander-in-Chief appoint a Committtee

of five Comrades to present to the President a certified copy of

the action of this National Encampment, with an expression of

our earnest desire for justice only to our disabled Comrades and

the widows and orphans of our dead under the letter and spirit

of the law.

"Resolved, That this Committee is hereby authorized and

directed, in the event that it is determined that relief may not oe

accorded by the administrative officers of the government, to

present to Congress a request for the amendment of the law in

such form as to make certain the true intent of the statute, as we

believe can be construed as herein presented."

The report of the Committee was unanimously adopted, and the

Commander-in-Chief appointed the four signers of the report.

Comrades R. B. Brown, J. W. Burst, John Palmer and Charles

C. Adams, together with Comrade Daniel E. Sickles, as the Com-

mittte to present the matter to the President.

The Thirty-fourth National Encampment was appointed to be

held in Chicago in 1900.

II. The season for holding outdoor reunions and encampments

has come to a close, let the pleasures which have come to us

through the handshake and greeting of our Comrades and families

at the various gatherings in our State culminate in a desire to

recover 'into our ranks the large number on the rolls of suspended

and dropped. This work should be a pleasure rather than a task.

The "Grim Reaper" cannot be stayed in his harvest from among

us, but as he cuts outgone who drank with us from the same can

teen, let us fill up the number from among those who, having be

come lukewarm, are now at the wayside. 'Tis an added honor

to the Veteran of the Civil War to be known as a member of the

Grand Army of the Republic, when the call shall come: "Lights

Out." Let every Comrade act as a recruiting officer. Co-operate

with and lend your aid to the noble band of women making up our

and end your aid to the noble band of women making up our

great helpers, the Woman's Relief Corps and the Ladies of the

G. A. R., and during the fall and winter months, social gatherings

and the regular Post meetings should be made incentives to our

outstanding Comrades to again enter active service in our Order.

Comrades, do all you can to recruit and strengthen our ranks.

Endeavor to make your Post meetings interesting; have every

member take some part.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. ' 127

III. Blanks for Post Inspectors have been mailed to all Ad

jutants of Posts, together with an addressed envelope to Com

rade N. M. Richardson, Department Inspector, Lansing, Mich.

These blanks should at once be placed in the hands of the Post

Inspectors, where such have been named by the Post Commander.

If no such officer has been named, the Post Commander will at

once name a competent Comrade for the work, and the Post must

be inspected' prior to Dec. 31, 1899. The report of such inspec

tion will be mailed at once thereafter to the Department In

spector.

IV. Blanks for the semi-annual reports of Post Adjutants and

Quartermasters will be mailed to Post Adjutants previous to Dec.

1, 1899. These reports should be made to Department Head

quarters immediately after the last regular Post meeting in

December, whether such meeting be held the first or last week

of the month, and should be accompanied with the per capita

tax of ten (10) cents for each member in good standing at date

of meeting. In cases of losses or gains in membership, be very

particular to give name and description of each Comrade lost or

gained, and by what means, whether by Muster, Transfer, Hon

orable Discharge or Suspension. If a loss by death, give also

date of death.

V. Blanks for Surgeons' reports will also be sent to Adjutants.

The reports must be for the year ending with the last regular

Post meeting in December, 1899, and should be mailed to Com

rade Oscar Palmer, Medical Director, Grayling, Mich.

VI. The annual election of Post Officers and Representatives

and Alternates to the Twenty-second Annual Department En

campment must take place at the first regular meeting of the

Post in December, 1899. Election and Credential blanks will be

sent to Post Adjutants in November. The Twenty-second En

campment will be held in Grand Rapids in June, 1900.

VII. Hiram Wilson, Post No. 449, of this Department, was

organized ait Mears, Oceana Co., by Past Commander L. G. Ruth

erford, August 12th, 1899. Comrade George H. Eddy is the Post

Commander.

' VIII. Additional appointments as Aides-de-Camp on the staff

of the Department Commander are announced. They will be

obeyed and respected accordingly.

H. H. Williams, Post 11, Bancroft.

T. M. Harvey, Post 19, Bangor.

F. W. Barkley, Post 20, Hartford.

J. T. Robinson, Post 23, Bloomingdale.

B. H. Rutter, Post 36, Berrien Centre.

J. R. Edwards, Post 47, Dowagiac.

B. F. Smith, Post 101. Ithaca.

A. M. Foote, Post 103, Williamston.

Thos. A. Ball, Post 128, Hawkins.

M. C. Barney, Post 145, Flint.

E. P. Gifford, Post 153, Saranac.

Norris Richardson, Post 157, Cassopolis.

Abner S. Fritz, Post 168, Solon.

W. S. Hill, Post 175, Escanaba.

William Harmon, Post 182, Fremont.
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J. C. Haddock, Post 2G2, Holland.

Edwin Brown, Post 295, Galesburg.

L. N. Duvoo, Post 327, Trufant.

Abner R. Byrd. Post 341, Day.

Wm. T. Johnston, Post 395, Grand Rapids.

D. Z Kline, Post 395, Grand Rapids.

IX. The following named Comrades having been notified

by the Department Inspector, to be Assistant Inspectors, they

are hereby appointed and will be obeyed and respected ac

cordingly :

Albert J. Warner, Post 2.

William W. Hunt, Post 11.

R. M. Worden. Post 14.

S. C. Vader, Post 18.

J. G. Todd, Post 19.

J. E. L. Miller, Post 21.

James N. Edwards, Post 23.

J. H. Booth, Post 36.

Isaac N. Ashley, Post 42.

Jeff P. McKey, Post 72.

M. J. Emlaw, Post 75.

Jacob Collum, Post 76.

George Deemer. Post 80.

Theo. Mueller, Post 87.

V. P. Fales, Post 74.

J. D. Kennv, Post 98.

W. J. Clark, Post 101.

Jas. H. Lockwood, Post 103.

James Goff, Post 117.

D. J. Zook, Post 128.

O. A. Jubb, Post 136.

J. J. Potter, Post 139.

George Swtirtz, Post 140.

John R. Benjamin, Post 145.

Geo. A. Potts. Post 153.

S. G. Eddy, Post 167.

N. W. Herrington, Post 168.

Wells Knapp, Post 185.

David J. Randall, Post 198.

J. C. C. Stephens, Post 213.

Hiram T. Walker, Post 242.

D. E. Hunt, Post 249.

Geo. H. Godfrey, Post 252.

Charles P. White, Post 259.

Charles Post, Post 262.

Herbert Taylor, Post 274.

Zoar H. Bates, Post 280.

E. S. Cooper, Post 307.

Charles S. Medler, Post 327.

Zachariah Pompey, Post 341.

James Kelley, Post 352.

J. W. Eastman, Post 377.

John Riley, Post 379.

Charles Clark, Post 386.

James Wood, Post 395.

Henry Winson, Post 431.

Louis Perkins, Post 434.

X. By request under authority of the General Committee at

Philadelphia, Comrades of this Department are informed that If

they wish to secure one of the Official Souvenir Badges of the 33d

National Encampment, they should address at once, Benj. L.

Myers, 1203 Moore Street, Philadelphia, Penn., enclosing 25 cents.

XI. Post No. 294 of Big Rapids, Department of Michigan

G. A. R., asks that the Comrades of this Department be cautioned

against placing confidence in one Dr. L. D. MacClaire, claiming

to be a member of the International Health Association, and

lecturing in Michigan. It is claimed he had the National Counter

sign and wronged said Post.

The Commander of Post 62 at Cedar Springs, this Department,

desires to caution Comrades against one giving the name of

Joseph Mason, and claiming to belong to Post No. 358 at Clayton,

this Department, and formerly a member of the 27th Michigan
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Volunteer Infantry. It is claimed said Mason was suspended

and dropped from Post 358, and was refused readmission.

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Official:

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

WANTED.

The address of any one who knew Abram Williams, of Com

pany B, 7th Michigan Cavalry, by Geo. H. Howard, Ousted,

Lenawee County, Michigan.

The address of Thomas Glaisby, formerly of Chester, Ottawa

County, Michigan, by Perry A. Crandall, Fostoria, Michigan.

Capitol, Lansing, Mich., March 20, 1900.

General Orders No. 5.

I. The Department Commander congratulates his Comrades

upon the excellent showing the Department was enabled to make

in the report to National Headquarters for the term ending De

cember 31, 1899.

While our unconquerable foe, death, took one hundred and

seventy-seven of our Comrades from the Post room here to the

great eternal camping ground, the gain to our numbers by muster,

transfer and reinstatement overcome very nearly the entire loss

by death, leaving a net loss to the Department of but 34. There

were five Posts that failed to report, though they have given no

suggestion that they intended to surrender their charter, one of

these has since the making of report to National Headquarters

sent in its report. There are at present 382 Posts and 15,102 mem

bers in good standing.

In Circular No. 2 the Department Commander enjoined upon his

Comrades, the pleasant duty of becoming recruiting officers; he is

very greatly pleased at the outlook for a very decided increase in

membership in the Department during the term which has its

ending June 30, next, as reports from different sources reach him.

Earnest work has been done, several Posts are contesting for the

banner.

II. Attention is challenged to the objects of the Order of the

Grand Army of the Republic, as set forth in the Rules and Regula

tions, Chapter 1, Article II, the first paragraph in the article re

ferred to contains the following language: "To preserve and

strengthen those kind and fraternal feelings which bind together

the soldiers, sailors and marines who united to suppress the late

rebellion, and to perpetuate the memory and history of the dead."

The Department Commander refers to this paragraph with the

hope that it may become more and more fully settled in our hearts

as a most important part of our Comradeship. Let fraternity

abound. That differences of opinion will arise in our Order is to

be expected, but we cannot afford in the remaining years of our

lives to allow any differences to so far separate us that we do not

17
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touch shoulders as in the days of our army life. Let the word

Comrade mean very much more to us of the Grand Army of the

Republic than does the same word to the idle user of it out

side of our ranks. If in the Post room or outside, there come up

before us matters that for the moment cause a sense of irritation,

having their origin in our own ranks, let us turn our thoughts

backward and remember the days of our march and the bivouac

when we were really as one in almost every portion of our daily

life, and then let memory take us to that moment in the history

of our Grand Army connection when our thoughts were directed

to the words that told us of trfe true meaning of Charity. Of our

loyalty to our country there is no doubt; it is of our loyalty to

the spirit of fraternity and charity in our own ranks that I ask

your earnest and increasing attention. There may be those who

are not in our ranks at this time who were with us in '61-65, who

are not satisfied that our principles of Fraternity, Charity and

Loyalty are what we claim for them, basing their belief upon our

own lives and actions, therefore they remain without our doors;

to these let our example be of a kind that shall draw them within.

There are very few, comparatively, who are unworthy of frater

nal regard. Remember your obligations to treat each Comrade as

a brother and to exercise Fraternity and Charity toward every

Comrade. See pages 22 and 23 of the ritual.

III. At a later date General Orders will issue referring to the

completer arrangements for the observance of Memorial Day.

May 30. At this time the attention of Posts is drawn to the sub

ject with the suggestion that steps be taken early to make the

day one to be impressively observed.

Make early announcements of your programs and appeal to

your citizens in time not to arrange sporting programs, which will

tend to divert attention from or to belittle the importance of

our memorial services. This day should be kept not only as a

Memorial Day but as a day when our young should be taught

lessons of patriotism, when we should all again renew our de

votion to the Union and pledge ourselves anew to the faithful dis

charge of our duties as patriotic citizens.

Where sporting programs are gotten up which engage the

thought of our young and draw the people away from the Memo

rial services, the purposes for which the day was set apart are de

feated. Ask your municipal authorities, if necessary, to request

all citizens to respect the day, and protest in time against any

programs which will violate its purposes.

Our citizens are not all fully aware of how generally and in

tense the desire is in our Order to secure the proper observance of

this day and not have it diverted to other purposes.

We would not deprive any one of legitimate sport or interfere

with the programs of others at proper times. Some holidays are

properly devoted to sports; men may stand on their heads on the

Fourth of July and yet violate no rule of propriety.

In behalf of all the surviving Union soldiers who placed their

lives on the altar of their country to save this Union, not only

for their own generation, but also for those who should come

after them, and who wrought the victory which has brought such

grand fruitage to us as a people, and given us the power and

prestige we now enjoy and made this country a nation to be

proud of. I ask all citizens to lend their influence toward securing
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the proper observance of this day. Whenever possible have the

citizens take a part in the management and services for the day.

They have more vigor and are patriotic as we, and if placed on

the committees will gladly lend a helping hand.

IV. Posts should communicate with and ask their members

of Congress and Senators to support the pension legislation that

has the approval of the Grand Army of the Republic, as shown by

the report of the National Pension Cmomittee of the Grand Army,

a copy of which has been sent to every member of Congress. Ask

them to help secure the passage of the gill giving "Veterans

preference in employment," which bill has been introduced in the

United States Senate, and is No. S. 283; in the House of Repre

sentatives it is No. H. R. 2583.

V. The State of Illinois is about to revise and to correct the

history of its troops and organization enlisted in the war of 1861-

65. The Adjutant General of that state asks that any veteran

now residing in Michigan who served with Illinois troops, know

ing of any inaccuracy in their record as now existing, may .ad

dress him as followss: J. N. Reece, Adjutant General, Springfield,

Illinois.

VI. With sorrow the Department Commander announces the

sudden death in February last, of Comrade A. M. Apted, of Custer,

Post No. 5, Grand Rapids, a most active member of our order, and

aide on the staff of the Department Commander, and the staff

of the Commander-in-Chief. He was a Comrade ever true to the

order, faithful in his devotion to its cause and service in its

ranks.

VII. By request of the Department of Pennsylvania, a circular

relating to the erection of monuments in memory of United States

Regular troops who fell at Gettysburg, is mailed with these

orders.

VIII. National Orders No. 5 are mailed with these orders. The

printed proceedings of the Thirty-third National Encampment,

referred to in paragraph 5 of National Orders No. 5, have not

been received at these Headquarters. They will be distributed

to Posts at the Department Encampment to be held in Grand

Rapids in June next.

IX. Additional appointments as Aides-de-Camp on the staff

of the Department Commander are announced. They will be

obeyed and respected accordingly.

Heber L. Bassett, Post 384, Detroit.

J. J. Drake, Post 21, St. Joseph.

J. B. Krebs, Post 176, Stanton.

Samuel Bassett, Post 426, Iron Mountain.

J. O. Bellaire, Post 5, Grand Rapids.

X. The following named Comrades having been nominated for

Assistant Inspectors by the Department Inspector, since the issue

of- General Orders No. 4, their appointment has been made and

they will be obeyed and respected accordingly.

John Zimmerman, Post No. 1.

Theodore C. Putnam, Post No. 5.

F. D. Babcock, Post No. 13.

J. Edwin Smith, Post No. 15.

J. F. Heald, Post No. 20.

Geo. W. Lusk, Post No. 27.
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A. B. Simpson, Post No. 32.

Delos F. Leonard, Post No. 38.

N. Dorr Blakeman, Post No. 48.

A. A. Lombard, Post No. 60.

Philo A. Penfield, Post No. 68.

W. L. Stearns, Post No. 69.

Hiram L. Chipman, Post No. 70.

Emanuel Zeigler, Post No. 73.

E. W. Blanchard, Post No. 83.

Calvin Wilcox. Post No. 120.

D. .T. Zook, Post No. 128.

E. J. Anthony, Post No. 141.

Milton Thompson, Post No. 149.

John Greig, Post No. 152.

D. M. Purchis, Post No. 163.

James C. Percival, Post No. 17G.

Silas H. Millen, Post No. 181.

Wells Knapp, Post No. 185.

Jas. P. Suiter, Post No. 188.

John J. Mackey, Post No. 205.

Frederick W. Bechtold, Post No. 200.

C. L. Tower, Post No. 210.

Hugh M. Lamb, Post No. 218.

H. W. Browne, Post No. 234.

AVilson Lee, Post No. 248.

William Downing, Post No. 316.

P. W. LaClear, Post No. 323.

R. G. Thomas, Post No. 426.

XL Blanks for reports of Post surgeons to the Medical Direc

tor of the Department were sent to Post Adjutants last October.

The Surgeon General makes his report to the National Encamp

ment for the year that ended December 31, 1809. If any Posts

have failed to make their report to the Department Medical Direc

tor, Oscar Palmer, Grayling, Mich., they will make such report

at once that the Director may conclude his report to the Surgeon

General.

NIL Post No. 450 was organized at Standish, Arenac County,

November 11. 1899, with 26 charter members, Comrade L. G.

Wilcox of Post 419, Bay City, Installing Officer.

XIII. The Assistant Adjutant General has in his possession at

the Department Headquarters the discharge papers of Johu

Daily, late private in Company H, 31st Wisconsin Volunteer In

fantry. Any information as to the whereabouts of said Daily, or

of his family, will enable the restoration of the discharge.

XIV. The attention of Post Commanders is again called to

the necessity of having the property of the Post insured. Fire

losses come; insurance companies are best able to stand the loss;

it costs but little to insure; not to be insured is careless negligence.

XV. Post officers are requested to have the third paragraph of

these orders published in the local papers so there can be no ex,-

cuse for exercises on Memorial Day in conflict with ours.

By command of

RCSSEL R. PEALER,

Official: Department Commander.

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
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WANTED.

The address of Nathan B. Goodfellow and Daniel Manuel, late

of Company H, 3d Michigan Cavalry, by E. E. Tyler, 236 South

Terrace St., Muskegon, Mich.

The address of Lawrence Wright or any member of Company

E, 4th Michigan Infantry, who knew Oliver P. Stone of same

Company, while in service, by W. G. Donaldson, Blissfleld, Mich.

The address of George W. Haynes, late Orderly Sergeant Com

pany P, 13th Missouri Cavalry, by J. B. Darling, M. D., 62 North

50th Court, Chicago, 111.

The address of any Comrade who was in Company D, loth

Michigan Infantry, who knew Hiram Brown, by Mrs. Emily A.

Mclutyre, 222 North 2d Street, Saginaw, Mich.

The address of two commissioned officers of the 26th Iowa In

fantry, who were mustered out at Washington, D. O, .Tune 6,

1865, and discharged at Clinton, Iowa, on or about June 19, 186.-),

by Edwin P. Watson, late Captain Company K, 26th Iowa In

fantry, now residing at Muskegon, Mich. Address care Phil

Kearney, Post No. 7, G. A. R.

The address of William Knowles, late of Company I, 9th In

diana Volunteer Infantry; re-enlisted in the 12th Michigan In

fantry, by Stephen Reed, Lisbon post office, Ransom County,

North Dakota.

Capitol, Lansing, Mich., April 20, 1900.

General Orders No. 6.

I. The Twenty-second Annual Encampment of the Department

of Michigan Grand Army .of the Republic, will be held at Grand

Rapids, Thursday and Friday, June 7-8, 1900. These dates were

selected after careful consideration by the officers and Council of

Administration, in order to avoid conflict with other orders and

conventions and also in view of the early date fixed for the

National Encampment.

The Department Headquarters will be established at Sweet's

Hotel during the Encampment.

The Council of Administration will meet at Headquarters at

8 o'clock p. m., Wednesday, June 6th, 1900.

The Encampment will be called to order at 10:30 a. m., Thurs

day, June 7th, 1900, in the Auditorium.

The Committee on Credentials will be at Sweet's Hotel prepared

to give the Encampment badges to all entitled to seats in the En

campment, from 7:30 to 11 p. m., Wednesday, June 6th, and from

7 to 10 a. m., Thursday, June 7th. After 10 o'clock the Commit

tee will be at the Auditorium. Every Comrade entitled to a seat

in the Encampment will be entitled to one of these badges; they

should be secured of the Committee as soon after arrival in the

city as possible while Committee is in session.

II. The Local Committee of Grand Rapids having in charge

the making of all arrangements for the entertainment of the

Grand Army of the Republic and the Associate Organizations,

are most earnestly engaged in their work and there can be no
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doubt but that the comfort and welfare of all who attend the

Encampment will be so well looked after as to impress the opinion

that the gathering has been one of the very best.

The Committee report the following as rates for various hotels:

Morton House $2 50 per day.

Sweet's Hotel 1 50 to $2 00 per day.

Warwick Hotel 2 00 per day.

Plaza Hotel 2 00 " "

Livingston Hotel 2 00 " "

Eagle Hotel 1 25 " "

Clarendon Hotel 1 25 " "

Kent Hotel 1 25 "

Western Hotel 1 25 "

Bridge St. House 1 00 to $1.25 per day.

24 others from 1 00 to $1.25 " "

Fifty-five boarding houses, rooms furnished with or without

meals at reasonable rates.

Thirty restaurants. Meals from 15 to 25 cents each.

Address all applications for quarters at hotels, directly to the

hotels; for boarding houses address the Chairman of the Executive

Committee, Jos. O. Bellaire, 21 West Bridge St., Grand Rapids,

who will see that the communication is assigned to the proper sub

committee. There should be no delay in making engagements for

quarters.

III. The Michigan Railway Passenger Association have

granted and made a rate of one fare for the round trip from all

stations in the lower peninsula of Michigan, on account of the

Department Encampment at Grand Rapids. This rate is the

same as has been granted the Department for the last three

years, and is appreciated by the veterans.

Tickets will be on sale good going June 6, 7, 8, good returning

until June 9th. Comrades should see the ticket agents at the

smaller railroad stations, at least two weeks before the Encamp

ment and ascertain if the tickets are to be on sale. If the agent

has not received notice of the sale let him be requested to at once

attend to the matter.

IV. The Commander of Custer Post No. 5, Grand Rapids, will

detail an Officer of the Day. Officer of the Guard and ten men for

duty during the Encampment. The Officer of the Day will report

for orders to the Assistant Adjutant General at Headquarters,

Sweet's Hotel, at 7 p. m., Wednesday. June 6th, 1900.

V. Every Post without a Woman's Relief Corps, is earnestly

requested to at once secure the organization of such an auxiliary.

These organizations of women are invaluable to our order. They

generously support us in all times of trial and bring life, vigor

and joy.

VI. It will be remember that the Department Commander on

behalf of the Department, promised banners to the Posts showing

the largest percentage of gain for the year. This promise will be

carried out except as to time and place. As the semi-annual re

ports and per capita tax are not due until after the last Post

meeting in June, and the Encampment is to be held June 7-8.

we will have no way at that meeting of determining which Posts
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will be entitled to banners, but they will be provided for and

presented after the reports have been received. So let there be

no abatement in recruiting. Many worthy Comrades have joined

our ranks. Let each Post take pride in working to the close of the

year to make the very best possible record.

VII. The printed proceedings of the Thirty-third National En

campment held at Philadelphia, have been received at these Head

quarters. To insure the receipt by each Post in the Department,

of the Journal, it is suggested that (13) thirteen cents in postage

be sent the Assistant Adjutant General at Lansing, that he mail

the book at once. The distributing of the Journal at the Depart

ment Encampment has not been satisfactory heretofore. Many

Posts not represented, securing no copy, other Posts having repre

sentatives who have forgotten to deliver the book to their Posts.

VIII. Department and Staff Officers and Standing Committees

having reports to make at the Department Encampment, will send

copies of the same to the Assistant Adjutant General on or before

May 15th, 1900.

IX. Blanks for the semi-annual reports of the Posts of this

Department for the term ending June 30th, 1900, together with

blanks for Chaplain's reports of the observance of next Memorial

Day, with addressed envelopes for the return of same to these

Headquarters, will be sent to Adjutants of Posts, who are in

structed to see that the reports are properly and promptly made

out after the dates of their required use.

X. More fires and more losses of Post property, make it proper

to call attention of Posts to the danger in neglecting to have

all such property insured.

XI. General Orders from National Headquarters No. 6-7; De

partment Memorial Orders No. 7 and Special Orders No. 21 are

mailed with these orders. Where it can .be done let the press of

the state be invited to give publicity to Memorial Orders.

Unless special occasion should require, no further General

Orders will be issued from these Headquarters prior to the De

partment Encampment.

Remember, send 13 cents in postage if you want National

Journal.

Bv command of

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Official:

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

ADDRESS WANTED.

Of any one who knew William E. Thornton, of Company I, 24th

Michigan Infantry, transferred to Battery B of Michigan Light

Artillery, who was wounded at Fort Hell, Va. Send address to

his widow. Mrs. Anna Thornton, Winfield, Kansas.
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MEMORIAL DAY.

Capitol, Lansing, Mich., April 21, 1900.

General Orders No. 7.

In a previous order Posts were requested to make early arrange

ments for Memorial Service and to announce their programs in

season.

Thirty-two years have come and gone since Gen. John A.

Logan, our most distinguished volunteer officer in the Civil War,

and then Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic,

instituted Memorial Day. Since that, patriotic citizens have

made it a holiday in most of the states and as a rule it has

been tenderly observed by a grateful people. It is regarded by

the survivors of the war as the Soldier's Sabbath, and it ought

to be to all Americans a holy day, never a day for celebrations,

noisy demonstrations, fireworks or field sports, but a day of sacred

observances; a day for strewing the most fragrant and beautiful

flowers on the graves of our dead Comrades. It should not only

be kept sacred to the memory of the dead but should also be

devoted to patriatic teaching, and nothing should be arranged

to divert the attention of the young. Thoughtful and patriotic

citizens observe it with increasing interest.

Gen. Logan, when inaugurating the day, urged all "to tenderly

cherish the memory of our heroic dead, who made their breasts

a barricade between our country and its foes. Their soldier lives

were the reveille of freedom to a race in chains, and their deaths

the tattoo of rebellious tyranny in arms."

"We should guard their graves with sacred vigilance. All that

the consecrated wealth and taste of the nation can add to their

adornment and security is but a fitting tribute to the memory of

her slain defenders. Let no wanton foot tread rudely on such

hallowed grounds. Let pleasant paths invite the coming and

going of reverent visitors and fond mourners. Let no vandalism

of avarice or neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the present or

to the coming generations that we have forgotten as a people the

cost of a free and undivided republic.

"If other eyes grow dull and other hands slack, and other

hearts cold in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as long

as the light and warmth of life remains to us."

From the programs, the processions, the music, the flags and

patriotic addresses of the day, lessons of patriotism are taught

and there comes a hallowed influence which tends to make all

who enter into the exercises and spirit of the occasion, better

citizens, and to keep pure the sources of national life and to

strengthen the Nation by increasing the love of country. Let

our services at the dawning of the 20th Century be of the very

best.

Do not overlook the importance of patriotic services in the

schools on Friday afternoon previous and in the churches on

Memorial Sunday. The teachers and ministers have done and

will continue to do invaluable work.

Gen. Logan invoked the friendly aid of the press and we have

always had it. and we believe we shall have its support in every

reasonable effort to arrest any tendency to arrange sporting
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programs which will teud to defeat the proper observance of the

services of the day.

Do not hurry the decorating service too much; give ample time.

A quiet hour spent in reflection in the presence of the graves of

our Comrades is in keeping with the purposes of the day.

Invite the soldiers of the late war, the State troops and citizens

all to take part. Decorate the graves of our soldiers of all the

wars.

By command of

RPSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Official:

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

18
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SPECIAL ORDER.

Headquarters Department of Michigan, i

Grand Army of the Republic, [•

Capitol,, Lansing, Mich., April 20, 1900. 1

Special Orders No. 21.

The Department Commander was pained to hear of the death

of his immediate predecessor, Comrade Alexander L. Patrick, who

died March 26th, 1900.

The funeral services were held at his home and were attended

by Past Commander in Chief Russell A. Alger, the Department

Officers, Past Department Commanders Pond, Janes, Duffield,

Dean, Kidd, Kanitz and Bliss, and by many Comrades of his own

and other Posts, of Detroit, as well as by several Comrades of the

regiment in which he served. The presence of all these attest

the esteem in which he was held as a Comrade and Department

officer.

He was born in Scotland, September 7, 1836. He enlisted as a

private in the 4th Michigan Infantry, May 16, 1861, and was

honorably discharged as Bugler at Corps Headquarters, June 20.

1864.

He was a member of Fairbanks, Post No. 17, of this Depart

ment, "having been mustered, in spring of 1887, and was elected

and served as Commander of the Post in 1891.

He was the Department Commander for the year ending June.

1899, and was a zealous Grand Army man and an efficient officer.

No one thought when he turned over the gavel at Petoskey that

his career was so soon to end. We then looked forward to the

enjoyment of years of mutual friendship. "Be ye also ready."

As a mark of respect to the memory of our deceased Comrade,

the charters of the Department and of the several Posts are or

dered to be draped for sixty days from date of these orders.

By command of

KUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Official:

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
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CIRCULARS.

Headquarters, Department of Michigan, )

Grand Army of the Republic, -

Capitol, Lansing. Mich., July 31, 1899. )

Circular Note to Aides-de-Camp.

Comrade—Your appointment upon my staff has been a most

pleasurable privilege. In sending your Commission as an Aide,

the belief has been with me, that I should fjnd in your help most

valuable work, in the furthering of the interests of the Grand

Army of the Republic, in your home locality and in the State at

large.

Your duties are not specifically mentioned or laid down in our

Rules and Regulations, but they are of a character that makes

them felt by you in your day by day life. Are there Veterans of

the Civil War in your vicinity, who are worthy, but have not

united with the G. A. R. ? Try to encourage them to become

members at once. Are there members of the order who have

become indifferent to their membership, and permitted suspension,

or perhaps a placement upon the roll of "Dropped" members ?

Talk with them along the line of urging a revival of their interest.

Do all you can to keep alive the interest in the Post, and en

courage a desire to be known as members of the Grand Army of

the Republic, when the bugle shall sound "Lights Out."

It is also desired that you do all you can to encourage a good

turn out to the National Encampment at Philadelphia, in Sep

tember, next. There is scarcely another city in our country

where so great pleasure can come to our Comrades. It is an

historic city full of the relics of our first days as a Republic.

If you attend the Encampment, as I hope you may be per

mitted to do, you are not expected to appear mounted in the

parade. You should meet the Senior Aide, Comrade James M.

Greenfield, at Michigan Headquarters, Room A at the Bingham

House, corner Market and Eleventh streets, Monday evening,

September 4th, at 7 o'clock, or on the following morning at S

o'clock, and if able, march in a body as then instructed.

A cordial invitation is extended to all who can make it con

venient to accompany the Headquarters train on Saturday, Sep

tember 2. Circulars of the Transportation Committee as to the

running of this train have been sent to you.

Yours in F., C. and L.,

RUSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

Official:

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
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Capitol, Lansing, Mich., Nov. 29, 1899.

Circular No. 2.

Comrades of the Department—We have now 385 Posts, and

much as your Commander would like to visit each, and take

each Comrade by the hand and look him in the eye, it is im

practicable for him to attempt to do so, but having the interests

of the order in my keeping for this year, and being desirous of

securing the best possible results, I suggest:

I. That each Comrade use special care in the election soon to

be held, in selecting post officers. Have the good of the order in

mind. Elect good officers, comrades who have the ability, the

zeal, the devotion to the order and the influence to strengthen the

Post. The practice in many Fosts of selecting new men each year

deprives such Posts of the service of those most competent to

command and serve, and places the organization, on public oc

casions, in the hands of Comrades either not qualified or who

have not the confidence to discharge their duties, and the Com

rades in the ranks become chagrined and the organization loses

the respect of the public. Elect Comrades best qualified.

II. Select Comrades who have the respect of the community;

you will secure a larger attendance at Post meetings. Such Com

rades can command respect and support for your Post where

others can not. Above all, select Comrades who will be on hand

and think and act for the good of the Post. The Comrade who

seldom attends Post meetings, who never brings in a new ap

plication, or raises his voice or his hand for the good of the

order, has not earned the favor of the Post and will not build it

up.

III. The next National Encampment will be held in Chicago

in September next, and being so near, many Posts will no doubt

be largely represented there, and it will be important to the De

partment and to you each that we have competent I'ost officers on

this occasion, men who can assist their Comrades, who will have

pride enough to appear in uniform and direct the formation and

movements of the Post, and Who will see that their flag is there.

IV. The new officers should all be recruiting officers. Let us

have no schemes to keep Comrades out. Whatever our business

or party differences may be let us keep them all outside of the

Post room, and seek to have every worthy Comrade in, and meet

him kindly and exercise fraternity and charity. Let us not forget

the tie that should bind us together. Let us be generous to all

who have fallen out of the ranks; make it easy for them to fall

in again. If yon can get them back they will most likely remain

to the end, and you will get at least some support where you get

nothing now. We all have our weaknesses, and many very good

soldiers have made mistakes in relation to the order, but let us

be charitable and take them by the hand and help them back.

If we cling together like the Comrades of the Old Guard, we will

command the respect of those around us and will always receive a

generous support from the public toward Post expenses when

needed. Again, reach for those who have never been members,

in your own best way—win them, bring them in. As a rule the

Posts exert a good influence over the members; they are a source

of strength. Each Comrade has his own good name and the
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good name of the Post in bis keeping. A good Grand Army man

will not forget this, and is a good citizen. In union there is

strength. Members of the order have approved army records.

This is important to our children and grand-children. We are

free from the suspicion that there may be something wrong with

our records that exists toward many who do not belong.

V. Each Post is hereby ordered to make a special effort to

secure at least five new members within the next three months.

A banner will be awarded by the Department, at the next

Encampment, to be held at Grand Rapids, In June, to the Post

securing the largest percentage of gain over last report, not count

ing transfers, and a second and third prize will be recommended,

should an earnest effort be made by the Posts to make a good

record. Should two or more Posts show the same percentage,

they may draw cuts for the prize.

Never think of giving up the charter; meet somewhere without

expense when your numbers become depleted.

With kind wishes for you all and a Happy New Year when it

conies. I remain vour Comrade in Fraternity. Charity and Loyalty

' RTJSSEL R. PEALER,

Department Commander.

SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT.

Headquarters, Department of Michigan, )

Grand army of the Republic, >

Capitol, Lansing, Mich , May 10, 1900. '

Circular Note.

To the Adjutant:

Comrade—With this I send you blanks for semi-annual returns

—for Adjutant's and Quartermaster's report, for term ending June

30. moo.

Please see that these blanks are promptly filled out, at the

close of the last Post meeting held in June, whether that meet

ing be in the first or last week of the month. Don't hold your re

ports for signature of the Commander, if he cannot be with you

when reports are made out, get his consent to sign his name and

forward report next mail, with per capita tax of ten cents for

each member.

National Headquarters, under the rules, only give me 20 days

to consolidate and forward these returns to the Adjutant General.

As the National Encampment meets August 27th, this year, and

the reports of Departments have to be printed some time before.

it compels me to send my report promptly. • If your Post reports

are not in my hands in time, I am obliged to report you as de

linquent. This reflects discredit upon our Department and pre

vents a showing of actual conditions.

You and the Quartermaster with myself must work together in

this matter of reports. I rely upon your promptness, for my in

terest in having your Post reported "present and accounted for"

is no less than yours. I feel certain you will act with me in this

work.
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The blanks are furnished by National Headquarters, and wo

must accept them as they are.

Do not alter the red figures I have placed upon the blanks—

they are the figures that came from your Post on the last returns,

December 31, 1899. If they do not agree with your books as you

find them relative to membership, you must, in the columns of

Gains or Loss, write in "by error" , as the case may call for.

Do not fail to give the name and regiment, with the date of each

gain or loss, and how gained or lost. Keep one copy on file for the

Post.

Yours in F., C and L..

C. V. R. POND,

Assistant Adjutant GeTieral.

Don't fail to mail reports and per capita tax within three days

after last meeting in June.

-
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STATUTE LAWS.

Laws of, Michigan affecting veterans passed by the

Legislature down to and including the session of 1899.

SOLDIERS' HOME.

[Act No. 152, Session Laws 1885, p. 172; amended 1889, Act 103,

p. 108; 1891, Act 44, p. 44.]

AN ACT to authorize the establishment of a home for disabled

soldiers, sailors and marines in the State of Michigan.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That there shall be established in this State an institu

tion under the name and style of the "Michigan Soldiers'

Home," and that the sum of one hundred thousand dol

lars be and is hereby appropriated from the general fund

for preparing grounds, and for the erection of suitable

buildings and fixtures thereon, and equipping the same;

and the further sum of fifty thousand dollars, or so much

thereof as may be necessary, for the purpose of maintain

ing such Soldiers' Home for the years eighteen hundred

and eighty-five and eighteen hundred and eighty-six:

Provided, That the board may use ten thousand dollars

of the above, or so much as may be needed,, to support or

maintain such persons as are entitled to support under

this act up to the time the home is ready for occupancy,

in such manner and such place as the board may deem

best: Provided, however, That it shall not be lawful for

the board of managers hereinafter created to draw upon

the sum hereby appropriated an amount exceeding one

hundred and ten thousand dollars in the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-five, and the sum of forty thousand

dollars in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six.

Sec. 2. The general supervision of said Soldiers' Home

shall be vested in a board of managers to consist of six

members, who shall be appointed by the Governor by and

with the advice and consent of the Senate, the members

of which board shall hold their office for the respective

terms of two, four and six years from the first day of
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March, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and until their

successors shall be appointed and qualified, said respect

ive terms of office to be designated in their several

appointments, and thereafter there shall be two members

of said board apointed every two years, whose term of

office shall continue for six years, or until their successors

are appointed and qualified. The Governor shall be a

member of said board ex officio, and shall be chairman

thereof.

Sec. 3. The said board is hereby empowered to select

and establish with all convenient dispatch a site for the

Soldiers' Home, and for that purpose they are authorized

to receive proposals for the donation of lands for the

location of such home in behalf of the State and for the

benefit of such institution: Provided, That good an [and]

sufficient titles to any lands thus granted shall be ob

tained by said board before any such site shall be fully

established.

Sec. 4. The said board, having established a site for

the home, shall immediately deposit a certificate of their

determination, together with all conveyances of lands

granted, in the office of the Auditor General. They shall

also prepare, or cause to be prepared, and adopt a plan

for the grounds, buildings and fixtures necessary for such

institution, of such form, dimensions, style and finish,

as when completed the grounds and improvements there

on, including the buildings and fixtures therein, shall be

at a cost to the State not exceeding the sum herein

before appropriated.

Sec. 5. The board of managers having secured a site

and adopted a plan for the grounds and buildings, which

shall not comprise less than one hundred acres of land,

shall forthwith proceed to advertise for proposals for the

erection and furnishing of such parts of the buildings, in

accordance with their plans, as may be necessary to put

the said institution in readiness at an early day for the

reception of such disabled soldiers, sailors or marines as

shall be hereinafter declared entitled to homes in said

institution ; and upon the reception of such proposal they

may, in their discretion, make contracts with such bid

ders as shall make proposals most conducive to the

interests of the State, taking into consideration the price,

time of performance and responsibility of the contractor,

with such sureties as he may offer; which contract, when
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duly executed, shall also be deposited in the office of the

Auditor General, and a duplicate of said contract shall

be kept by the secretary or other proper officer of the

board as part of the records of the institution.

Sec. 6. Each of the members of said board shall be

entitled to receive three dollars per day for each day he

shall be engaged with the business of. the board and his

actual and necessary expenses, the accounts for such ex

penses and compensation to be allowed by the Board of

State Auditors and paid from the general fund in a sim

ilar manner to those for members of other boards of the

several State institutions.

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the members of the

board of managers to meet annually at the home on the

second Wednesday in March of each year, and at said

annual meeting they shall elect of their own body a

treasurer and a clerk, who shall hold their office for one

year and until their successors shall be elected and

qualified.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the board of managers to

meet once in every three months, on their own adjourn

ment, and oftener if they should deem it advisable, at

which meeting they shall prepare and carefully digest

and mature a system of government for said home, em

bracing all such rules, regulations and general laws as

they may deem necessary for preserving order, for enforc

ing discipline, for preserving the health of such disabled

soldiers, sailors or marines as may be received at this

home.

Sec. 9. For the purpose of maturing said system of

government and discipline it shall be competent for said

board to authorize one of its members to visit similar

institutions now in operation, and by personal inspection

and investigation to acquire an insight into the principles

and practical workings of said similar homes, for the

information and benefit of said board, the expense actu

ally and necessarily incurred in any such visit and inves

tigation to be charged against the appropriation herein

before made.

Sec. 10. The board of managers shall have power, and

it shall be their duty to appoint a Commandant for said

home who shall be an ex-officer, soldier or marine, whose

salary shall not exceed twelve hundred dollars per

annum, and who shall nominate for the action of the

19
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board of managers all necessary subordinate officers, who

shall also be ex-officers, soldiers, sailors or marines, who

may be dismissed by said Commandant for inefficiency or

misconduct; but in case of every removal a detailed state

ment of the case shall be reported to the board of man

agers by the Commandant. The board of management

shall have power to fix the salaries of all subordinate

officers: Provided, The amount so paid shall not exceed

such reasonable compensation as is paid for the like ser

vice in similar institutions.

Sec. 11. All honorably discharged soldiers, sailors and

marines, who have served in the army or navy of the

United States in the late war of the rebellion, or in the

Mexican war, and who are disabled by disease, wounds or

otherwise, and who have no adequate means of support,

and by reason of such disability are incapable of earning

their living, and who would be otherwise dependent upon

public or private charity, shall be entitled to be admitted

to said home, subject to the rules and regulations that

shall be adopted by the board of managers to govern the

admission of applicants to said home: Provided, That

no applicant shall be admitted to said home who has not

been a resident of the State of Michigan for one year next

preceding the date of the original passage of this act,

unless he served in a Michigan regiment or was accred

ited to the State of Michigan.

Sec. 12. The method of drawing money from the State

treasury and accounting for the same shall be similar to

that now in force with other State institutions, as pre

scribed by the general law.'

Sec. 13. The Auditor General shall add to and incorpo

rate in the State tax for the year eighteen hundred and

eighty-five the sum of one hundred and ten thousand dol

lars, and for the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six the

further sum of forty thousand dollars, which sums when

collected shall be passed to the credit of the general fund

to reimburse the same for the amounts advanced under

the provisions of this act.

Ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved June 5, 1885.

Approved May 21, 1880.

Approved April 28, 1891.
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1895.

AN ACT relating to the admission of insane members of the

Michigan Soldiers' Home to the insane [asylums] asylum of

the State, and to their support at such asylums.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That in case any member of the Michigan Soldiers' Home

shall become insane, and shall be so adjudged according

to law, and shall be sent to any one of the asylums for

the insane, such insane inmate shall not thereby lose his

connection with said Michigan Soldiers' Home, and the

proper officers of said Soldiers' Home shall claim from

the general government any proportion of the cost of

maintaining such insane inmate to which said Soldiers'

Home is entitled by law.

Sec. 2. Whenever any such inmate of the Michigan

Soldiers' Home shall be adjudged insane according to

law, the probate judge having jurisdiction thereof may

commit such insane person to any insane asylum of this

State to be there maintained and supported at the expense

of the State.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved July 3, 1889.

Approved March 29, 1895.

[Act No. 90, Session Laws 1895, p. 199.]

AN ACT to provide for the maintenance of discipline and for the

better government of the Michigan Soldiers' Home and the

Home for the Soldiers, Sailors and Marines, who served in the

late civil war, their wives and mothers.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the officers of the Michigan Soldiers' Home and the

Home for the Soldiers, Sailors and Marines who served

in the late civil war, their wives and mothers, shall con

sist of a Commandant, with the military rank of Colonel;

an Adjutant, with the military rank of Major; a Surgeon,

with the military rank of Major; a Quartermaster, with

the military rank of Captain, and such non-commissioned

officers as the Commandant may from time to time ap

point.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Commandant to

provide some suitable place within said home wherein
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disobedient or otherwise. disorderly persons can be re

strained, and the said Commandant or such other officer

as may be temporarily in command may place in re

straint any disobedient or otherwise disorderly person,

until such person can be brought before the proper

judicial tribunal, or until the necessity for such restraint

shall have passed away: Provided, No person shall be

so restrained more than forty-eight hours.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of such Commandant to

make a detailed written report of every case in which

said restraint shall have been resorted to, to the board

of managers of the home at the next meeting of the board

after such action shall have been taken.

Sec. 4. All acts or parts of acts contravening the pro

visions of this act are hereby repealed.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved April 24, 1895.

WOMAN'S ANNEX.

[Act No. 212, Session Laws 1893, p. 423.]

AN ACT establishing a home for the soldiers, sailors and marines

who served in the late civil war, their wTives and mothers, and

making an appropriation for the erection and maintenance

thereof.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That there shall be erected, at some suitable spot upon

the grounds of the Michigan Soldiers' Home to be desig

nated by the board of managers of said Soldiers' Home,

a dormitory building, cottage, or cottages, not to cost

when finished a sum to exceed fifteen thousand dollars,

for the care of soldiers, sailors and marines, who served

in the late civil war and were honorably discharged, their

wives and mothers: Provided, That such wives must

have been married to soldiers, sailors and marines dur

ing the war or previous to January first, one thousand

eight hundred and seventy.

Sec. 2. In case the husband is living and does not wish

to be separated from his wife by entering the Soldiers'

Home, then he shall also be eligible to admittance to the

above mentioned dormitory, cottage or cottages, together

with his wife and minor children under fourteen years of

age, if any.
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Sec. 3. The sum of fifteen thousand dollars is hereby

appropriated out of the general fund, to be used for the

purpose of erecting and furnishing said dormitory or

cottage buildings, and the further sum of five thousand

dollars is also appropriated for the maintenance thereof

for the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four:

Provided, That it shall not be lawful for the board of

managers to draw a sum to exceed fifteen thousand dol

lars in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-

three, and five thousand dollars in the year one thousand

eight hundred and ninety-four.

Sec. 4. The government of this home shall be vested

in the board of managers of the Soldiers' Home, as pro

vided for under act one hundred and fifty-two, section

two, session laws of eighteen hundred and eighty-five.

The [Commandant] Commandent of the Soldiers' Home

shall have direct control and supervision of the Home

herein created, and the officers of the Soldiers' Home

shall also be the official officers thereof.

Sec. 5. Any moneys, which may be paid to the said

board of managers from subscriptions, donations, or any

source whatever of like private beneficence, should there

be a surplus at the annual meeting at the end of the year,

shall be covered into the State treasury and placed to

the credit of the general fund.

Sec. 6. The boord of m"nagers shall elect out of their

own body a chairman, secretary and treasurer, whose

terms of office shall be for one year, or until their suc

cessors are elected and qualified.

Sec. 7. All supplies for said institution shall be pur

chased and furnished under the direction of the Com

mandant of the Soldiers' Home, as may be prescribed by

the board of managers.

Sec. 8. The conditions as to eligibility shall be the

same as prescribed for the admission into the Soldiers*

Home of the soldiers, sailors and marines, under act one

hundred and fifty-two, session laws of eighteen hundred

and eighty-five, viz.: The husband or father must have

served in a Michigan regiment, been accredited to the

State of Michigan or have been a resident of this State

one year previous to the passage of this act.

Sec. 9. The Auditor General shall add to and incorpo

rate in the State tax for the year one thousand eight hun

dred and ninety-three, the sum of fifteen thousand dol
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lars, and in the year one thousand eight hundred and

ninety-four, the sum of five thousand dollars, to be

assessed, levied and collected acording to law, which

sums, when collected, shall be passed to the credit of the

general fund, to reimburse it for the advances made

under the provisions of this bill.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved June 2, 1893.

BURIAL OF SOLDIERS, ETC.

[Act No. 170, Session Laws 1885.]

AN ACT to authorize the burial of the body of any honorably dis

charged ex-Union soldier, sailor, or marine in this State, who

shall hereafter die without leaving means sufficient to defray

his funeral expenses.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That it shall be the duty of the board of supervisors of

each county in this State to appoint in each township and

ward in their respective counties, a suitable person, other

than those designated by law for the care of paupers and

the care of criminals, whose duty it shall be, in his town

ship or ward, to look after and cause to be interred in a

, decent or respectable manner in any cemetery or burial

ground within this State, other than those used exclu

sively for the burial of the pauper dead, at an expense

not to exceed forty dollars, the body of any honorably

discharged Union soldier, sailor or marine, having at any

time served in the army or navy of the United States,

who shall hereafter die, not leaving means sufficient to

defray the necessary funeral expenses. Such person as

appointed shall serve without compensation, and shall

hold his appointment so long as he serves to the satisfac

tion of the board of supervisors, and whenever any

vacancy occurs from any cause, it shall be the duty of

the board of supervisors to fill such vacancy by the

appointment of another suitable person.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the person so appointed

in the foregoing section, before he assumes the charge

and expense of any such burial, to first satisfy himself

by a careful inquiry into and examination of all the cir

cumstances in the case, that the family of such deceased
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soldier, sailor or marine, if he had any at the time of his

decease, residing in such township' or ward, is unable,

for want of means, to defray the expenses of such funeral

or burial, whereupon, if he finds such inability to exist,

he shall cause such deceased soldier, sailor or marine, to

be buried as provided in section one of this act, and he.

shall also immediately report his action to the clerk of

the board of supervisors of the county, setting forth all

the facts, and that he found the family of such deceased

person, if he had any, in indigent circumstances and

unable to pay the expenses of such funeral or burial,

together with the name, rank and command to which he

belonged as such soldier, sailor or marine, the date of his

death, place where buried and his occupation while liv

ing; also an accurately itemized statement of the

expenses incurred by reason of such burial.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the board

of supervisors, upon receiving the report and statement

of expenses provided for in section two of this act, to

transcribe in a book, kept for that purpose, all the facts

contained in said report respecting such deceased soldier,

sailor or marine. It shall also be the duty of said clerk,

upon the death and burial of any such soldier, sailor or

marine, to make application to the proper authorities

under the Government of the United States, for a suit

able headstone, as provided by act of Congress, and to

cause the same to be placed at the head of such deceased

soldier's, sailor's or marine's grave.

Sec. 4. All expenses incurred in such burial, as pro

vided in this act, shall be audited and paid by the board

of supervisors, or board of county auditors, the same as

other legal charges against the county.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved June 10, 1885.

[Act No. 33, Session Laws 1887, p. 31.] •

AN ACT to authorize the board of supervisors of any county in

this State to purchase lots in any cemetery or burial place for

deceased soldiers, sailors and marines.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That it shall be lawful for the board of supervisors of

any county in this State to purchase one or more lots in
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any cemetery or bnrial place, for deceased soldiers, sail

ors and marines, who have served in the army of the

United States in the late war of the Rebellion.

Sec. 2. The title to such lots in any such cemeteries

hall be vested in such county or in such incorporated

Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, as the board of

supervisors may designate, such title to be held by such

Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, and the title

to such lots in any such cemeteries shall revert to the

county when such Post of the Grand Army of the Repub

lic shall cease to be a legal corporation.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved March 17, 1887.

[Act No. 130, Session Laws 1889, p. 150.]

AN ACT to provide for the joint erection of soldiers' monumental

buildings by townships, incorporated villages and cities, and

to permit the same to unite with any Grand Army Post in the

erection of such buildings.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That whenever any township, incorporated village or

city, or county, in which a soldiers' monumental building

is proposed to be erected by any Post or Posts, or the

Department of Michigan, of the order known as the

Grand Army of the Republic, shall desire to unite with

such Post or Department in the erection of such building

for township, village or city purposes, such township, vil

lage or city, shall have the right to aid and assist in the

construction and building of the same to the same extent

as though such [building] buildings were to be used

solely for such township, village and city or county pur

poses, and such township, village, city or county shall

have power, and they are hereby authorized to contract

with any such Post or Department, whenever the same

shall have been incorporated, and thereby determine the

proportions that said township, village, city or county

shall pay towards the construction of said building, the

architecture and arrangements of the same, and the sep

arate portions respectively which shall be occupied or

used by the respective parties to such contract.

Sec. 2. And for the purpose of carrying the same into

effect, the said township, village, city or county is author



AFFECTING UNION VETERANS. 153

ized to appoint by its township board, village trustees,

or common council of any such city, or board of super

visors of any such county, a board of three trustees, who

shall constitute the building committee in behalf of said

township, village, city or county, under the supervision

of the township board, village trustees, or common coun

cil, or board of supervisors appointing them, and who

shall have power under such supervision to make the

contracts hereinbefore specified, and oversee, on the part

of such township, village, city or county, the work of

constructing such building, and who shall audit and sign

all vouchers on account of the same.

Sec. 3. It is further provided that the township, vil

lage, city or county so uniting in the erection of any such

building may raise the funds necessary for the same in

the same manner and to the same extent as is now pro

vided by law for the building of municipal buildings.

Sec. 4. Such buildings shall be and remain the prop

erty of the said municipal corporation after the dissolu

tion of such Grand Army Post, but it shall be forever

dedicated as a memorial building to the memory of the

Union soldiers of the war of the Rebellion, and all relics,

documents, books, papers and library belonging to such

defunct Post, or which may be deposited afterwards for

such purpose, shall be cared for therein by proper super

vision, by the public authorities, in a proper room o^

rooms kept for that purpose, and which shall at all rea

sonable times be kept open and free to the public: Pro

vided, That in case any surviving organization of the

descendants of such soldiers become and remain an in

corporated body, as such incorporated organization may,

at its option, and said town, village, city or county is

hereby authorized and required, if so desired, to permit

the said incorporated organization to maintain, so far as

possible, the same relations to the said municipal corpo

rations in said buildings, in substantially the same man

ner and to the same extent, during the life of said cor

poration or that of any corporation formed as its succes

sor, having the same ends in view as the Posts or Depart

ment of the Grand Army of the Republic might or could

do: And provided further, That the amount of money

contributed by said Post or Department to the construc

tion of said building, in case the same, upon the dissolu

tion of such Post or Department, shall be and remain so

20
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long as may be necessary a perpetual fund devoted to the

maintenance of such building as a memorial building.

Approved June 7, 1889.

ENROLLMENT OF CERTAIN MICHIGAN SOLDIERS.

[Act No. 203, Session Laws 1885.]

AN ACT to provide that certain Michigan men who served in

Batteries B and G, First Regiment New York Light Artillery,

shall be enrolled in this State, with the same rights and benefits

of volunteers who served in Michigan regiments.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That all persons that during the late war of the Rebel

lion have served in Batteries B and G, First Regiment

New York Light Artillery, and who, at the time of their

enlistment, were citizens of and had lost their legal resi

dence in this State, and who were duly mustered into

and honorably discharged from the United States ser

vice, and who were never credited to this or to any other

State, shall, upon satisfactory proof thereof, filed with

the Adjutant General, be considered as having enlisted

from this State, and shall have their names enrolled upon

the books and records of that office, and be credited to

the several localities and districts of this State, for the

period they actually served, as the proofs in each case

shall warrant.

Sec. 2. Upon such enrollment such persons shall be

recognized by this State as Michigan soldiers, and shall

be entitled to all the rights and benefits now or hereafter

extended to volunteers who were enrolled and rendered

similar service during said late war in regiments organ

ized in this State.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved June 17, 1885.
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PAYMENTS OF STATE BOUNTIES.

[Act No. 157, Session Laws 1885, p. 212.]

AN ACT to provide for the adjudication and payment of certain

claims for State bounties due to Michigan soldiers, and sup

posed to have been paid by the State upon forged or fraudulent

vouchers.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the Board of State Auditors be and is hereby au

thorized and instructed to examine into and determine

the rights of certain claimants to State bounties, which

bounties, it is alleged, have been paid by the State upon

forged or fraudulent vouchers, and to adjudicate and

determine upon aU questions of fraud in relation to such

bounties.

Sec. 2. For the purposes herein provided, said board

is hereby directed to hold its sessions at the capitol at

Lansing, at such times, and as often as shall be neces

sary to transact and complete the business of adjudi

cating such claims. Said board is further authorized

and directed to establish such methods of adjudication,

and prescribe such mode of proof as shall seem to them

most conducive to the object intended to be accomplished

by this act, and as shall be the least expensive to such

claimants. They shall have further power in all cases

where it may seem to them to be necessary to compel the

attendance of witnesses, and to call for papers and

enforce the production thereof. They may also prescribe

and provide suitable blanks, and do any and all things

necessary and lawful for the prompt and faithful execu

tion of the provisions of this act.

Sec. 3. For the purpose of this act, it shall not be

deemed necessary in establishing a claim, for the soldier,

or his widow or children, having a claim under the pro

visions of act number twenty-seven of the session laws of

1865, approved February 4, 1865, and being compiler's

section 937 of the compiled laws of 1871, to comply with

the technical requirements contained in the last three

subdivisions of section one of said act, nor shall it be

necessary to make any technical proof of a similiar

nature to that contained in the aforementioned provisos

of said act number twenty-seven, but it shall be made to

appear in all cases that the soldier enlisted and was mus
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tered into the service of some regiment or other military

organization of this State, and was credited to this State

or to some military subdistrict therein: Provided, That

no payment shall be made upon any assignment of such

claim, nor to any person except to such identical soldier,

or in case of his death, then to his widow or children, or

their legal representatives: Provided, further, That

the statute of limitations shall not be a bar to any claim

by such soldier, or his widow, children or legal repre

sentatives.

Sec. 4. If it shall appear upon such examination that

"the bounty due" said soldier, so enlisted and mustered,

has been paid to any other person, upon forged or fraud

ulent vouchers, and that his bounty is still justly due

him, the said board shall audit the claim, and issue a cer

tificate showing the fact and directing the amount found

to be due to be paid to such soldier or his heirs, and upon

such certificate the Auditor General shall draw his war

rant upon the Treasurer of the State of Michigan for the

amount found due by said board as shown «by such cer

tificate, and the Treasurer shall pay the same out of any

money appropriated for that purpose, or any money not

otherwise appropriated.

Approved June 9, 1885.

[Act No. 138, Session Laws 1891, p. 171.]

AN ACT providing for the payment by the State of bounties

offered to soldiers and sailors under the call of the President of

the United States of February first, one thousand eight hun

dred and sixty-four, and remaining due to them and their heirs.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That there shall be paid to each enlisted man who en

listed and was mustered into the military or naval ser

vice of the United States during the late war of the

Rebellion, under the call of the President of the United

States bearing date February first, one thousand eight

hundred and sixty-four, and who served in a Michigan

regiment, company or battery, or who served in any

organization from any other state, and who was credited

to this State, or to any county, township, city or village,

or military subdistrict therein, under offers of bounties

made by virtue of acts passed by the Legislature of Mich
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igan, such sum or sums as may remain due to such soldier

or sailor under said offer of bounties, and in case of his

death, then to his widow, or in case of her death or re

marriage, then to the surviving children of such soldier or

sailor, or in case neither widow nor child survive him,

then to his father or mother in the order named.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Quartermaster Gen

eral and Adjutant General, upon application being made

to them by any such soldier or sailor, or his widow, or in

case of her death or remarriage, the surviving children of

such soldier or sailor, his father or mother, as aforesaid,

for the payment of such bounty, to ascertain upon proper

and sufficient proofs, to be made in such manner and

under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed

by the Board of States Auditors :

First, Whether the applicant is a soldier or sailor, or

the legal representative of a soldier or sailor, who is

entitled to the bounty under the provisions of this act;

Second, The amount of bounty, if any, heretofore paid

to such soldier or sailor by this State.

Sec. 3. If it shall appear that said applicant is entitled

to the sum claimed or any part thereof, they, the said

Quartermaster General and Adjutant General, shall

make the necessary certificate showing the amount so

due, with certificate together with the proofs and copies

of the records relating threto shall be forwarded to the

Board of State Auditors. The Board of State Auditors

shall thereupon examine and review such proof, and if

found correct draw their warrant upon the State treas

ury for the amount so due, and the amount of said war

rant (together with the date of its drawing), shall be com

municated to the person entitled to receive the same,

together with a voucher to be executed by the recipient

of said bounty and returned to the Auditor General, ac

cording to certain rules to be prescribed by the Board of

State Auditors, and thereupon said warrant shall be

forwarded to the person so entitled to said bounty, and

when properly endorsed and presented in due form to

the State Treasurer, shall be paid out of any moneys in

the State treasury for that purpose appropriated, and in

case there shall not be sufficient money in the State treas

ury applicable to. such purpose, such warrant shall re

main as an obligation against the State until paid, and

a sum of money not exceeding one hundred thousand dol
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lars is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the

State treasury not otherwise appropriated for the pay

ment of said bounties.

Sec. 4. All applications for bounties, now on file in

the office of the Board of State Auditors, shall be trans

ferred to the Quartermaster General and Adjutant Gen

eral, and considered by them as original applications.

Sec. 5. It shall not be necessary to employ any agent

or attorney for the prosecution or collection of said claims

for bounties; but they shall be settled and adjusted

directly by the Quartermaster General, Adjutant General

and Board of State Auditors, without cost to said ap

plicant, and the checks drawn in payment of these boun

ties shall be mailed directly to the claimant, or the money

paid to the claimant, and it shall not be lawful to pay

any moneys to third parties except after the transfer of

said checks by indorsement of the soldier or claimant in

whose favor the same was drawn.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved June 16, 1891.

INCORPORATION OF G. A. R. .

[Act 37, Session Laws 1883, amended Act 84, 1889, p. 87.]

AN ACT to incorporate the Grand Army of the Republic, Depart

ment of Michigan, and subordinate Posts of the 3rand Army

of the Republic.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the Grand Army of the Republic, Department of

Michigan, and subordinate Posts of the Grand Army of

the Republic, of the Department of Michigan, may be

incorporated in pursuance of the provisions of this act.

Sec. 2. The Commander, Senior Vice Commander,

Junior Vice Commander, Assistant Adjutant General of

the Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the Repub

lic, may make and execute articles of association under

their hands and seals, which articles of association shall

be acknowledged before some officer authorized by law

to take acknowledgments of deeds, and shall set forth:

First, The names of the officers above mentioned and

their places of residence;

Second, The corporate name by which the association

shall be known in law;
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Third, The object and purpose of such association,

which shall be to promote the general welfare of the

order known as the Grand Army of the Republic, and the

period for which it is incorporated, which shall not ex

ceed thirty years.

Sec. 3. " A copy of said articles of association, together

with a copy of the rules and regulations of the Grand

Army of the Republic, shall be filed with the Secretary

of State, and thereupon the persons who shall sign such

articles of association, and their associates and successors,

shall be a body politic and corporate by the name ex

pressed in such articles of association, and by that name

they and their successors shall have succession and shall

be persons in law capable to purchase, take, receive, hold

and enjoy to them and their successors estates, real and

personal, of suing and being sued, and to have a common

seal which may be altered or changed at pleasure, but

said corporation shall have no power to divert any gift,

grant, or bequest from the specific purpose or purposes

designated by the donor or donors. It shall also have

the power to act as trustee under any gift or bequest for

any specified purpose within those named by its rules

and regulations, or the spirit thereof, and may admin

ister such trust by such officers and in such manner as

is in accordance with such rules and regulations of the

order and with the specified instructions of the donor or

donors, and such trust when so created shall not be

invalid for want of the names of specific beneficiaries to

be benefited thereby. And in case the charter of any

such Post or Department should be taken away or sur

rendered, or whenever such Post or Department shall

become defunct as a corporation and incapable of carry

ing out the provisions of any such trust as trustee

thereof, the same shall be turned over to and received

by a commission, or board of trustees, of not more than

three persons in number, which said board of trustees

shall be appointed by the circuit court of the county in

which Said Post was organized, or if said property be

real estate, in which said real estate is situated, which

said board of trustees shall continue to administer said

trust fund in accordance with the provisions and the

spirit of the rules and regulations of the Grand Army of

the Republic, and the conditions expressed in said trust,

and they shall account to and be governed in the man
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agement thereof by said court, and may be required to

give the same bonds as receiver appointed under the gen

eral powers of the court: Provided, That the value of

the real estate and personal estate owned in fee by said

Post or Department, shall not exceed the value of one

hundred thousand dollars, and that they and their suc

cessors shall have power to give, grant, sell, lease, de

vise and dispose of such real and personal estate or any

part thereof to be disposed of, together with the pro

ceeds, rent and income, as directed by such corporation

under its rules and regulations. Said corporation shall

have full power to make and establish rules and by-laws

for regulating and governing all of its affairs and busi

ness not repugnant to the laws and constitution of this

State or of the United States, and to designate, elect,

or appoint from its members such officers under such

name and style as shall be in accordance with the rules

and regulations of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Sec. 4. A copy of the records of such articles of asso

ciation under the seal of the State, duly certified by the

Secretary of State, shall be received as prima facie evi

dence in all courts of this State of the existence and due

organization of such corporation.

Sec. 5. Such corporation when duly formed shall have

power to institute and charter Posts of the Grand Army

of the Republic within this State, and from time to time

issue such orders for the government of Posts as are not

repugnant to the rules and regulations of the Grand En

campment of the Grand Army of the Republic of the

United States.

Sec. 6. At any time when a subordinate Post of the

Grand Army of the Republic, shall, by a two-thirds vote

of the members present at any regular meeting of said

Post, resolve to become incorporated, the Commander,

Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander and

Adjutant of such Post may make and execute articles of

association under their hands and seals, specifying as

provided in section two of this act, and file a copy of the

resolutions passed at a regular meeting of the Post, with

the clerk of the county in which such corporation shall

be formed, which shall be recorded by such a clerk in a

book to be kept in his office for that purpose, and there

upon such Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, the

officers thereof, their associates and successors shall be
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a body politic and corporate by the name expressed in

such articles of association, and by that name they and

their successors shall have succession, and shall be per

sons in law with the same powers, duties and liabilities,

as the Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Mich

igan, have under section three of this act: Provided,

That a certified copy of the record of such articles of

association, under the seal of the circuit court of the

county where such record is recorded, shall be received

as prima facie evidence in all the courts in this State of

the existence and due organization of such corporation.

Sec. 7. Any corporation formed in pursuance of this

act may erect and own such suitable memorial edifice,

building, or hall as to such corporation may seem proper

for its purpose, and it may, if so desired, create for that

purpose a capital stock of not more than one hundred

thousand dollars, to be divided into shares of not more

than ten dollars each, which said shares may be sub

scribed for and held by any person, but in case such per

sons, or any persons holding shares who are not mem

bers of said Post, or of the Department Encampment of

said Department, or agents of the same, they shall have

no voice in the control of said building during the life

of said corporation : And provided further, In case any

such corporation so desires, it may, for the purpose of

building any such memorial buildings, unite in the erec

tion thereof with any township, village, city or county,

to be used jointly for the purposes of the Grand Army,

and the public purposes of any such public corporation,

in such manner and form as may be agreed upon by the

parties thereto respectively: Provided, That in case of

the joint erection of any such memorial building, that

when any such Post or Department becomes defunct as a

corporation the said building shall belong in perpetuity

to the public corporation and its successors, subject to

the provisions of law. And any such corporation or

ganized under this act may take, purchase, hold and

own suitable lots or parcels of ground as may be con

venient for the purposes of a cemetery, and make all law

ful rules and regulations for the disposition of lots

therein and the burial of the dead: Provided, That this

act shall not be construed to [affect] effect any munici

pal regulation in regard to cemeteries: And provided

21
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further, That any such corporation may join with any

public corporation in the creation of such cemetery, or

division of any existing cemetery, but in case of such

joint agreement, such cemetery, after the dissolution of

the said corporation, shall revert to and become the prop

erty of, or subject to the control of, any such public cor

poration, to be maintained by it in perpetuity as a dis

tinct Grand Army division of such cemetery.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved May 8, 1889.

LEASE OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS TO G. A. R. POSTS.

[Act No. 79, Session Laws 1889 p. 84.]

AN ACT to authorize the leasing of public buildings and parts

thereof in this State to Grand Army Posts at a nominal rent.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

Any county, city, town, village or school district in the

State of Michigan is hereby authorized to lease for any

period not exceeding five years each to any Post of the

Grand Army of the Republic established in any such

county, city, town, village or school district, to be used

by such Post, any public building or any part thereof,

belonging to any such county, city, town, village or school

district except school houses in actual use as such, at a

nominal rent to be fixed by the board of supervisors of

such county, the board of aldermen of such city, the

township board, the board of trustees of such village, or

the school board or boards of education of said district.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved May 8, 1889.

TO PREVENT ILLEGAL WEARING OF THE BADGE.

[Act No. 78, Session Laws 1887.]

AN ACT to prevent persons from unlawfully using or wearing

the badge of the Grand Army of the Republic in this State, or

the badge of the Loyal Legion of the United States.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That any person that shall wilfully wear the badge of the
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Grand Army of the Republic, or the badge of the military

order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, or who

shall use or wear the same to obtain aid or assistance

thereby within this State, unless he shall be entitled to

use or wear the same under the rules and regulations of

the Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the Repub

lic, and the Michigan commandery of the military order

of the Loyal Legion of the United States, shall be guilty

of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished

by imprisonment for a term not to exceed thirty days in

the county jail, or a fine not to exceed twenty dollars, or

by both such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of

the court.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved April 19, 1887.

PROPERTY OF POSTS EXEMPT FROM TAXATION.

[Act No. 25, Session Laws 1895, p. 107.]

Sec. 3. The following personal property shall be ex

empt from taxation:

Third, Of all Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic,

Sons of Veterans, Union Veterans' Unions and of the

Woman's Relief Corps connected therewith.

STATE ARMS FOR SONS OF VETERANS.

[Act No. 141, Session Laws 1885, p. 158.]

AN ACT to authorize the use of condemned State arms by the

organizations known as the Sons of Veterans.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the Quartermaster General of this State be and is

hereby authorized to furnish each of the organizations

known as the "Sons of Veterans," in this State, with four

of the condemned muskets belonging to the State. Said

muskets are to be used by said [organization] organiza

tions until such time as the [organization] organizations

shall be disbanded, and upon such disbanding they shall

be- returned to the State.

Sec. 2. In order to insure a prompt return to the State
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of such arms upon the disbanding of such several organi

zations, the Quartermaster General shall in each case

require of such organization a good and sufficient bond

in such amount and with such sureties as he shall ap

prove, conditioned for the prompt return of said arms as

aforesaid.

Ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved June 5, 1885.

RELIEF COMMISSION.

[Act No. 253, Session Laws 1895; p. 548.]

AN ACT to amend sections one, two, three and four of act num

ber one hundred and ninety-three of the public acts of eighteen

hundred and eighty-nine, being an act entitled "An act to pro

vide for the relief, outside of the Soldiers' Home, for honorably

discharged indigent Union soldiers, sailors and marines, and

the indigent wives, widows and minor children of such indigent

or deceased Union soldiers, sailors and marines," as amended

by act number two of the public acts of eighteen hundred and

ninety-three, and to add two new sections thereto to stand as

sections Ave and six of said act.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That sections one, two, three and four of act number one

hundred and ninety-three of the public acts of eighteen

hundred and eighty-nine, being "An act to provide for

the relief, outside of the Soldiers' Home, for honorably

discharged indigent Union soldiers, sailors and marines,

and the indigent wives, widows and minor chlldren of

such indigent or deceased Union soldiers, sailors and

marines," as amended by act number two of the public

acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three, be and the

same are hereby amended so as to read as follows:

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the board of super

visors of the several counties of this State to levy, in the

year eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and annually

thereafter, a tax not exceeding one-tenth of one mill on

each dollar, to be levied and collected as provided by law,

upon the taxable property of each township and city for

their respective counties, for the purpose of creating a

fund for the relief of honorably discharged indigent

Union soldiers, sailors and marines, and the indigent

wives, widows and minor children of such indigent or
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deceased Union soldiers, sailors and marines. Such sums

when collected shall be paid to the county treasurer of

each of the counties of this State, to be paid out by him

upon the orders of the commission hereinafter provided,

duly signed by the chairman and secretary thereof Pro

vided, however, That in case any part of such fund shall

not be necessary for the purpose for which it was raised

the same shall remain in the treasury of such county as

the soldiers' relief fund, and shall be considered in raising

future sums therefor.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the judge of the court

of probate in each county, in the year eighteen hundred

and ninety-six, to appoint three persons, of whom two at

least shall be honorably discharged Union soldiers, sail

ors or marines, to be known as the soldiers' relief com

mission of the county, with the powers and duties in this

act provided. One of such persons shall be appointed

for a term of one year, one for a term of two years and

one for a term of three years, and at the expiration of

the term for which each of such persons is appointed, his

successor shall be appointed for the term of three years

thereafter. The persons so appointed shall organize by

the selection of one of their number as chairman and one

as secretary, and in the event of the death, resignation,

change of residence or other disability creating a vacancy,

the judge of probate shall fill such vacancy by an appoint

ment for the unexpired term. They shall each file the

constitutional oath of office with the court and receive the

proper certificate of their appointment. They shall be

entitled to reasonable compensation for their services, to

be fixed and paid by the boards of supervisors of their re

spective counties.

Sec. 3. The supervisors of each township and ward in

each of the counties of this State, and where there are

no ward supervisors, then and aldermen of the several

wards of any incorporated city in this State, shall on or

before the first day in May of each year make the place

in the hands of the soldiers' relief commission a list of

all the persons entitled to relief under the provisions of

this act, and the soldiers' relief commission, on the sec

ond Monday of May in each year, shall proceed to deter

mine the amount necessary for aid and relief to be granted

such persons under this act, which shall be then and

there fixed and recorded in the books to be kept by the
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secretary of said soldiers' relief commission. The com

mission may determine not only the sum to be paid, but

the manner of paying the same, and may discontinue pay

ment of such relief in their discretion, and there shall be

no appeal from their decisions.

Sec. 4. Whenever any emergency shall arise in case of

sickness, accident or death, which in the opinion of any

supervisor or alderman needs relief, such supervisor or

alderman, where inconvenient to consult any of the com

mission, shall have power to draw an order on the county

treasurer for a sum not to exceed ten dollars, and shall

certify his action and the circumstances of the case to

such soldiers' relief commission, which shall ratify the

same, and such commission may grant such further relief

at any time as they may deem necessary: Provided, how

ever, That no claim for relief shall be allowed which shall

create a deficiency in the fund.

Sec. 2. That two new sections shall be added to said

act to stand as sections five and six of said act, to read

as follows:

Sec. 5. Said soldiers' relief commission shall make to

the board of supervisors, at its October session in each

year, a full report of its doings, the amount of relief fund

on hand, the amount expended during the year preceding

and the amount estimated for the year ensuing, and such

further information and suggestions as they may con

sider necessary in the discharge of their duties under this

act.

Sec. 6. In cases where moneys have heretofore been

raised by any city or township under the provisions of

the act hereby amended, the balance of moneys unex

pended on the first day of April, eighteen hundred and

ninety-six, may, by a vote of the common council or town

ship board, be transferred to and made a part of the gen

eral fund of such city or township, as the case may be,

and thereafter no such tax shall be levied except as pro

vided in this act.

Approved June 1, 1895.
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FLAGS ON SCHOOL HOUSES.

[Act No. 56, Session Laws 1895, p. 153.]

AN ACT to provide for the purchase and display of United States

flags in connection with the public school buildings within this

State.

Section 1. The Tec-pie of the State of Michigan enact,

That the board of education or the board of school trus

tees in the several cities, townships, villages and school

districts of this State shall purchase a United States flag

of a size not less than four feet two inches by eight feet,

and made of good flag bunting "A," flag staff, and the

necessary appliances therefor, and shall display said flag

upon or near the public school building during school

hours, and at such other times as to the said board may

seem proper; and that the necessary funds to defray the

expenses to be incurred herein shall be assessed and col

lected in the same manner as moneys for public school

purposes are assessed and collected by law.

Approved April 14, 1895.

STATUE OF GOV. AUSTIN BLAIR.

[Session Laws 1895, p. 600.]

No. 11.

JOINT RESOLUTION to provide for placing a statue of Mich

igan's War Governor, Austin Blair, on the east side of the

capitol building on the State House grounds, in the city of Lan

sing, Michigan.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the State of Michigan, That the sum of ten thousand

dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of

any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,

for the purpose of securing and causing to be erected on

the grounds belonging to the State of Michigan, adjacent

to and on the east side of the capitol building, in the city

of Lansing, a statue of "Michigan's War Governor,"

Austin Blair.

And further resolved. That there shall be appointed by

the Governor three commissioners, of whom two at least

shall have been soldiers of the Union army of eighteen
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hundred sixty-one, eighteen sixty-five, whose duty it shall

be to procure such statue of "Michigan's War Gov

ernor," Austin Blair, and cause the same to be placed

upon the grounds adjacent to the capitol building, and

on the east side of said building, in the city of Lansing.

The commissioners so appointed shall serve without

charge for their services, or cost to the State: Provided,

That such necessary expenses as may be incurred by the

commission for postage, stationery, travel and expenses

essential thereto, while carrying out the object of this

resolution, shall be paid by the State Treasurer out of

any money not otherwise appropriated, upon warrants

issued by the Auditor General for vouchers of the com

mission, or any member thereof, sworn to before some of

ficer competent to take such acknowledgment, when

audited by the Board of State Auditors: Provided, That

the said ten thousand dollars shall be added to and in

corporated in the State tax for the year eighteen hundred

and ninety-six by the Auditor General, and shall be as

sessed, levied and collected and credited to the general

fund to reimburse it for the sum hereby appropriated,

but said ten thousand dollars shall not be drawn from

the treasury before April first, eighteen hundred and

ninety-seven.

This joint resolution is ordered to take immediate

effect.

Approved May. 8, 1895.

RECOMPILATION OF SOLDIER RECORDS.

[Act No. 30. Session Laws 1895, p. 117.]

AN ACT to provide for the continuance of the recompilation

and copying of the records in the office of the Adjutant Gen

eral pertaining to the enlistment, muster, history, and final

disposition of the soldiers or sailors from this State during the

war of the rebellion, and to make an appropriation therefor.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the Adjutant General is hereby authorized and di

rected to provide suitable books and to recompile and

copy from papers now on file in his office, or from such

other official papers as he may obtain, the military or

naval historv of each and everv soldier or sailor, who en
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listed from or was credited to this State during the war

of the rebellion. Such history shall show, as far as may

be possible, the name, age, date of enlistment, military or

naval history and final disposition of each such soldier or

sailor.

Sec. 2. The sum of eight thousand dollars is hereby

appropriated, or so much thereof as may be necessary,

out of any moneys in the State treasury to the credit of

the general fund not otherwise appropriated, for the pur

poses mentioned in this act. The Auditor General shall

draw his warrant upon the State Treasurer upon the cer

tificate of the Adjutant General not to exceed the sum

above mentioned, as the same may be required to carry

out the provisions of this act.

Sec. 3. The Auditor General shall add to and incorpo

rate in the State tax for the year one thousand eight hun

dred and ninety-five the sum of four thousand dollars,

and a like sum for the year one thousand eight hundred

and ninety-six, to be assessed, levied and collected as

other State taxes are assessed, levied and collected, which

sums, when collected, shall be placed to the credit of

the general fund to reimburse it for the sum appropriated

by section two of this act.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved March 22, 1895.

LOCATING MICHIGAN REGIMENTS ON BATTLE FIELDS.

[Act No. 55, Session Laws 1893, p. 57.]

AN ACT to provide for a commission to locate and mark the

positions and places occupied by the Michigan regiments and

batteries who fought upon the battle fields of Chickamauga,

Chattanooga and Missionary Ridge, and to make an appropria

tion to defray the expenses of the same.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the Governor of this State be and he is hereby em

powered to appoint a commission of five persons, all of

whom participated in the said battles of Chickamauga

or Chattanooga, who shall serve without pay, and whose

duty it -shall be to cooperate with the national commis

sion in ascertaining, fixing and marking the positions

occupied by each regiment, battery and independent or

22
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ganization from this State engaged in such battles and

during such engagements, and to further this purpose

the commissioners are authorized and empowered to avail

themselves of the knowledge and assistance of representa

tives of such regiments, batteries and other organizations

as were engaged in such actions and battles, who shall

also serve without pay, except for necessary and actual

expenses while engaged in their work.

Sec. 2. For the purpose of meeting and defraying the

traveling and other necessary expenses of this commis

sion a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars is hereby

appropriated out of any moneys in the State treasury not

otherwise appropriated, to be paid upon the warrant of

the Auditor General, upon the requisition of said com

mission: Provided, Said commission shall furnish to the

Auditor General a detailed statement of their expenses

for traveling, clerk hire, assisting in locating, placing

and procuring the marks and tablets necessary for per

forming and completing their duties as such commis

sioners, and for payment of expenses of representatives

of the regiment's batteries and other organizations as

hereinbefore provided upon filing of itemized statement

of such actual and necessary expenses. The commission

shall also make out and file with the Governor, upon the

fulfillment of their duties, an abstract of all expenditures

and all acts done or recommendations made by them,

with the information, gathered from their observation,

and pertinent in its relation thereto, as the commission

may think proper.

Sec. 3. The Auditor General of the State shall add to

and incorporate in the State tax for the year one thou

sand eight hundred and ninety-three the sum of two thou

sand dollars to be apportioned, levied, assessed and col

lected, which sum, when collected, shall be placed to the

credit of the general fund, to reimburse said fund for the

amount appropriated by section two of this act.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved May 4, 1893.
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| Act No. 8, Session Laws of 1895, p. 72.]

AN ACT to make an appropriation for marking by monuments

the places occupied by the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh,. Thirteenth,

Twenty-first and Twenty-second Regiments of Infantry; the

Second and Fourth Regiments of Cavalry, Batteries A and D,

First Michigan Artillery, and the First Regiment Michigan

Engineers and Mechanics, who participated in the campaigns

and battles of Chickamauga and Chattanooga, within the Na

tional Military Park of Chickamauga and Chattanooga, and

providing for the erection of the same.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the sum of twenty thousand dollars be and the same

is hereby appropriated from any moneys in the State

treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of

erecting monuments to mark the places occupied on the

battle fields of Chickamauga, Chattanooga and Mission

ary Ridge by the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth,

Twenty-first, Twenty-second Regiments of Michigan In

fantry; the Second and Fourth Michigan Cavalry, the

First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, and Batteries

A and D, First Michigan Artillery. Said sum to be ex

pended under the supervision of the Chickamauga and

Chattanooga Military Park Commission, created by act

number fifty-five, public acts of eighteen hundred ninety-

three, who shall receive no pay for their services, except

for necessary and actual expense and clerk hire, while

engaged in their duties.

Sec. 2. The said commission shall at once, after the

passage of this act, proceed to carry the same into effect.

They shall determine the design and number of monu

ments to be erected as contemplated in this act with all

convenient speed. The actual expenses of said commis

sion shall be paid out of the fund hereby appropriated,

and they shall report to the Governor of the State of

Michigan immediately upon the fulfillment of their duties

in detail, making an abstract of expenditures with vouch

ers thereto, with all acts done or made by them, together

with information as gathered from their observation and

pertinent in its relation thereto, shall be embraced in

their report as the [commission] commissioner shall think

proper.

Sec. 3. The Auditor General of the State shall add to

and incorporate in the State tax for the year one thou

sand eight hundred ninety-five, the sum of twenty thou
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sand dollars to be apportioned, levied, assessed and col

lected, which sum when collected shall be placed to the

credit of the general fund to reimburse said fund for the

amount appropriated by section one of this act.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved February 26, 1895.

PERMANENT G. A. R. HEADQUARTERS.

[Act No. 8, Session Laws 1897.]

AN ACT to provide permanent Headquarters in the Capitol build

ing for the Grand Army of the Republic, to designate the pur

poses for which the same shall be used and to provide for an

annual report by the Commander.

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That the Board of State Auditors shall set apart a suit

able furnished room at the Capitol in Lansing, to be

known as Headquarters room of the Grand Army of the

Republic, Department of Michigan. Said room shall be

given like care and attention as is given to other office

rooms in the Capitol. The room shall be under the

charge of the Commander of the Grand Army of the

Republic for the Department of Michigan, and such officer

or officers of the Grand Army of the Republic as he or

his successors in office may appoint, and said room shall

be used for the purpose of storing its supplies and prop

erty, arranging and keeping the records and history of the

Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the Republic,

and conducting the general office business of the Depart

ment as directed by the Commander. The records shall

be accessible under suitable rules and regulations estab

lished by the Commander of the Department or his au

thorized assistant, to members of the Grand Army of the

Republic and others engaged in collecting historical in

formation.

Sec. 2. The Commander of the Department of the

Michigan Grand Army of the Republic shall annually

report to the Governor on or before the first day of June

of each year, such portions of the transactions of the

Grand Army of the Republic as he may deem to be of

interest to that organization and the people of the State.

Eight hundred copies of this report shall be printed and

-
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bound in paper cover. Two hundred copies shall be

distributed among the members of the Legislature and

State officers, and six hundred copies shall be delivered

to the Commander of the Department for distribution

among the Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved February 11, 1897.

[Act No. 85, Session Laws 1899.]

AN ACT to amend act number two hundred five of the public acts

of eighteen hundred ninety-seven, entitled "An act to prefer

ex-soldiers for public employment."

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact,

That act number two hundred five of the public acts of

eighteen hundred ninety-seven, entitled "An act to prefer

ex-soldiers for public employment," be and the same is

hereby amended so as to read as follows:

Section 1. In every public department, and all public

departments in all municipal corporations, and upon the

public works of the State of Michigan, honorably dis

charged Union soldiers, sailors and marines of the late re

bellion and the soldiers, sailors and marines of the late

Spanish-American war shall be preferred for appointment

and employment; age, loss of limb or other physical im

pairment which does not, in fact, incapacitate, shall not

be deemed to disqualify them: Provided, however, That

the applicant shall have been a resident of the State for

at least five years and of the county in which the office or

position is located for at least two years, and possesses

other requisite qualifications.

Sec. 2. No veteran, or other soldier, sailor or marine,

as indicated in the preceding section, holding an office or

employment in the public works of any city or town of

the State shall be removed or suspended, or shall, without

his consent, be transferred from such office or employ

ment, except after a full hearing before the mayor of such

city, or before the common council of such town, and at

such hearing the veteran shall have the right to be pres

ent and to be represented by counsel. Such removal, sus

pension or transfer shall be made only upon a written or

der of the mavor or of the common council.

/*.
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Sec. 3. Any violation of the provisions of this act shall

be deemed a misdemeanor, and upon conviction in any

court of competent jurisdiction, shall be punished by a

fine of not less than fifty dollars and not more than one

hundred dollars.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved May 25, 1899.



 


